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Introduction 
Welcome from the Dean 
I would like to welcome you to the School of Advanced Study, whether you are joining us 
for the first time, or returning for further research. The School is a unique institution in UK 
Higher Education, uniting nine Research Institutes of international repute, seven of them 
with significant library resources; we believe that we offer an outstanding multidisciplinary 
environment for advanced learning and research in the humanities and social sciences, and 
we greatly value the contribution that all our students make to this environment. 
 
We are glad that you have decided to bring your talents to the School and to participate in 
the vital and exciting enterprise of pursuing and disseminating knowledge. The purpose of 
this handbook is to give you full information about what is available, what to expect, how 
to get it, and what to do if problems arise. While your home Institute will be responsible for 
most aspects of your studies, the School and its Registry play an overarching role in 
ensuring that you progress smoothly through your course or research, and that from the 
time of your registration to the awarding of your degree your academic and personal 
interests are safeguarded. We hope that you will find this handbook useful (and would 
welcome suggestions for ways in which it might be improved), and that it will help to 
guarantee that your period of study at the School is as rewarding an experience as you, and 
we, would wish. 
 
Professor Rick Rylance 
Dean 
 
 
 

The School of Advanced Study 
The School of Advanced Study is the UK’s national centre for the support and promotion of 
research in the humanities. Located at the heart of the University of London in 
Bloomsbury, the School provides an unrivalled scholarly community in which to pursue 
postgraduate study and research. Students learn from leading specialists in their fields, 
hone their research skills in highly regarded training programmes, expand their knowledge 
through an extensive calendar of events, and become part of a worldwide network of 
humanities scholars. Funding opportunities include AHRC-sponsored London Arts and 
Humanities Partnership studentships, SAS studentships, and a number of subject-specific 
bursaries and awards. 
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Key Contacts for Students 
General enquiries sas.registry@sas.ac.uk 
Admissions enquiries admissions@sas.ac.uk 
Tuition fee and payment enquiries sas.fees@sas.ac.uk 
Research degrees examination and thesis submission research.degrees@sas.ac.uk 

IES Staff 
Andrew Nash 
Course Director 
Email: andrew.nash@sas.ac.uk 
Phone: +44 (0)207862 8681 

Cynthia Johnston 
Course Tutor 
Email: cynthiajohnston@sas.ac.uk 
Phone: +44 (0)207664 4868 

Georgia Reeves 
Postgraduate Administrator 
Email: iesMA@sas.ac.uk 
Phone: +44 (0)207862 8680 

 

Institute of English Studies Office Location 
School of Advanced Study, University of London 
Room 234A Second Floor, Senate House 
South Block, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU  
Opening Hours: 10:00-17:00  

Registry Staff 
Kalinda Hughes 
Head of Registry Services  
Email: kalinda.hughes@sas.ac.uk  
Phone: +44 (0)207862 8873 

 
Admissions Officer 
Email: admissions@sas.ac.uk  
Phone: +44 (0)20 7862 8661 
 
Registry Fees Officer 
Email: sas.fees@sas.ac.uk 
Phone: +44 (0)20 7862 8869 
 
Solange La Rose 
SAS Programme Coordinator (IES, ICwS, ICLS) 
Email: solange.larose@sas.ac.uk 
Phone: +44 (0)20 7862 8312 
 

Registry Office Location 
School of Advanced Study, University of London 
Ground Floor, Senate House,  
South Block, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU  
Opening Hours: 9.30 – 5.00pm  
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mailto:cynthiajohnston@sas.ac.uk
mailto:iesMA@sas.ac.uk
mailto:kalinda.hughes@sas.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@sas.ac.uk
mailto:sas.fees@sas.ac.uk
mailto:solange.larose@sas.ac.uk
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Term Dates 2019/20 
INDUCTION WEEK 

25-27 September 2019

AUTUMN TERM 

30 September – 13 December 2019 

SPRING TERM 

6 January – 20 March 2020 

SUMMER TERM 

20 April – 10 July 2020 

School closures: 

Foundation Day:  Wednesday 27 November 2019 
Christmas:   Tuesday 24 December 2019 - Wednesday 1 January 2020 inclusive 
Easter:  Thursday 9 April 2020 - Tuesday 14 April 2020 inclusive 
Bank Holidays:  Monday 4 May 2020, Monday 25 May 2020, Monday 31 August 2020 

Autumn Module Timings 
11am-1pm 

The Medieval Book 

2pm-4pm 

Textual Scholarship and Contemporary Editorial Theory 

5pm-6pm 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book 

Spring Module Timings 
11am-1pm 

The Book in Early Modern Europe, 1450 to 1800 

2pm-4pm 

The Book in the Industrial Age, 1750 to the present 

5pm-6pm 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book 
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An Introduction to Book History 
Book History is much broader in scope than its title suggests. ‘Book’ in ‘Book History’ means any form of text 
that is made public or distributed in any way. Book History therefore covers the study of texts on clay tablets 
from Sumeria and Babylonia, shards of pottery with writing on them from Greece, papyrus rolls from Egypt and 
Rome, manuscript books written on parchment as well as books printed on paper, and texts available 
electronically. Book History is interested in all sorts of text, so as well as studying the First Folio of Shakespeare, 
it can involve the study of legal documents from Babylon, tax returns from Roman Egypt, graffiti from Pompeii, 
recipes from medieval Europe, manuscript commonplace books from the early modern period, advertising 
posters from Victorian Britain, or twentieth-century news-sheets and fanzines documenting countercultural 
movements.  

Book History is concerned with processes of textual communication. It addresses the ways in which books are 
put together physically – the technologies of printing, the crafts of bookbinding – and the way they are 
multiplied, copied, and circulated. Distribution, through wholesalers, booksellers, second-hand and antiquarian 
book dealers, is of great interest to the Book Historian. The whole history of libraries — national, university, 
subscription, public, or private — is within the purlieu of the subject.  

Equally important in Book History is what happens to the text when it finally reaches the reader: what does the 
reader do with it? How is it used? And how does the reading of certain texts affect the writing of the next 
generation of texts? The history of reading thus constitutes yet another area of study within Book History. 

Above all else, Book History is a study of material objects: in almost all the forms it takes, the ‘book’ is a 
manufactured object requiring raw materials, a manufacturing process, a distribution system, and a consumer 
of some kind. Book History cannot be studied in the abstract: students need to be able to handle and explore 
the materiality of books. They need to understand how a medieval scribe and an illuminator worked; how type 
was cast, set, made ready, inked, and printed; how paper was made and how books were bound. To know these 
things in the abstract is not enough. The programme provides opportunities for students to try out these 
processes for themselves so that their knowledge is firmly grounded in the real world of intractable materials, 
complicated processes, and the rhythms of physical labour. 

There is no better place in the world to study the History of the Book than London, and no better institution 
within London in which to study than the University of London. In the British Library (BL) London has one of the 
greatest libraries in the world, and our students receive a formal introduction to working in the BL and will be 
expected to use it during their studies. Students also have access to libraries throughout the School of Advanced 
Study and wider University of London federation. This includes Senate House Library, one of the largest 
university libraries in the country. Situated in the administrative centre of the University, it has huge resources in 
all disciplines (it holds about 2 million items and takes about 5,500 current periodical titles). It also houses a 
number of special collections: the Goldsmiths’ Library of Economics Literature (60,000 volumes); the United 
States Library (30,000 volumes); the Harry Price Collection (12,000 volumes); the Porteus Library (9,000 
volumes); the Grote Collection (7,500 volumes); the Sterling Library (6,000 volumes); and the Durning Lawrence 
Library (6,000 volumes). Senate House also houses the Institute of Historical Research whose scholarly facilities 
are available to History of the Book MA students. These include its considerable library and common room.  

Furthermore, apart from the extensive range of smaller general libraries available to our students, there is a 
remarkable selection of specialist libraries ranging from the Wellcome Institute, with its huge collection on the 
history of medicine and science, to the Warburg Institute and the National Art Library, with their art historical 
collections, to libraries and museums that have a specific relevance to Book History, such as the Type Museum 
and the Science Museum. 

Many of the great museums of London also have collections that are of direct use to the Book Historian; these 
include the British Museum, the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Imperial War Museum. In the British 
Museum, for instance, students can see the earliest surviving texts in the form of Babylonian clay tablets and 
Egyptian papyri. For Book History the archival resources of London are unrivalled: the British Library, the 
National Archives at Kew, the Guildhall Library and many other institutions offer a rich range of archival material 
for research. Much of this material is still unexplored territory as far as Book History is concerned, so there are 
many opportunities for postgraduates to do worthwhile original research during their time with us.  

London has always been the main centre for publishing and bookselling in Britain. It is the home of the Society 
of Authors, the Publishers’ Association and the Booksellers’ Association, as well as being the centre for literary 
agents. The programme is therefore able to draw on the expertise of many practitioners actively engaged in the 
creation, manufacture and marketing of books, newspapers and magazines. London is also a great centre for  
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developing technologies in such areas as the digitization of texts and their distribution. Whatever aspect of the 
history of text production and consumption appeals to you most, you will almost certainly be able to find what 
you are looking for in London.  

Students can study some of the earliest manuscripts of the Bible (in the British Library), or Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts (in the British Library and Lambeth Palace Library). They can work on high medieval manuscripts 
at the British Library or the National Art Library. Many of our students spend time working on early printed 
books, collections of which abound in London and in libraries within easy travelling distance of London. If the 
resources are copious for periods before the nineteenth century, there is almost an embarrassment of riches for 
those wishing to study nineteenth- or twentieth-century texts with collections ranging from the Theatre and 
Performance archives at the Victoria and Albert Museum to the Women’s Library in the London School of 
Economics.  

Within thirty minutes travelling time of London there is, moreover, the outstanding collection of publishing and 
printing archives at the University of Reading. Only a little further afield lie two of the country’s other great legal 
deposit libraries: the Bodleian Library in Oxford, and Cambridge University Library. Moreover, the college 
libraries of Oxford and Cambridge contain remarkable collections of medieval manuscripts and early printed 
books. 

Quite apart from the rich array of resources, the MA/MRes in the History of the Book calls upon the talents of a 
wide range of distinguished scholars in the fields of Palaeography, Bibliography and Book History from London, 
Reading, Oxford and Cambridge, and farther afield, as lecturers and supervisors. But more than this: as London 
has been the centre of book publishing and printing since the 1470s (and was a centre for manuscript book 
production long before that), the MA/MRes in the History of the Book also calls upon practitioners in printing, 
binding, publishing, literary agency and book conservation to provide additional teaching.  

Suggested Texts 
You will find the following published works useful throughout your studies:
The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain, 7 vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999-2019) 

An important and comprehensive series on Book History from Roman times to the present. 

Chambers, Ellie and Andy Northedge, Arts Good Study Guide, second edition (Milton Keynes: OUP Worldwide, 
2008) 

A very useful handbook which provides basic, sensible advice on such matters as note-taking, the construction of 
clear arguments, and the writing of well-structured essays. 

Correa, Delia da Sousa and W.R. Owens (eds.), A Handbook to Literary Research (London: Routledge, 2010). 

Although specifically targeted at students studying literature at postgraduate level, this has chapters on research 
techniques that are generally applicable to all humanities subjects, on the use of the Internet as a research tool, on 
bibliography and on the History of the Book. It also has a section on preparing a research proposal and writing a 
dissertation that you should also find useful. 

Eliot, Simon and Jonathan Rose (eds.), A Companion to the History of the Book (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007). 

A broad, accessible introduction to the subject which consists of a series of chapters covering the history of the book 
from clay tablets to the internet, together with introductions to various methodologies of the discipline, as well as 
related subjects such as the history of literacy, the importance of ephemera, and the nature of copyright. 

Suarez, Michael F. and Henry Woudhuysen (eds), The Oxford Companion to the Book (Oxford: OUP, 2010). 

An impressive two-volume work useful for reference. 

Suarez, Michael F. and Henry Woudhuysen(eds), The Book: a Global History (Oxford: OUP, 2013). 

Contains a comprehensive series of narrative chapters drawn from the above reference work. 
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Style guide for essays and dissertations 
MHRA Style Guide, 3rd ed. (London: MHRA, 2013). 

This standard reference work gives full advice and illustrative examples to help you format references and 
bibliographies in your essays and dissertations. The Style Guide can be downloaded for free from: 
www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide 

A quick guide is available at www.mhra.org.uk/style/quick.html 

Suggested Preliminary Reading 
The following texts provide a broad introduction to topics in Book History. Foundational texts 
are marked with an asterisk:
*Altick, R.D., The English Common Reader (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1998).

Barker, Nicolas (ed.), A Potencie of Life: Books in Society. The Clark Lectures 1986–1987 (London: British Library, 1993).

*Eisenstein, Elizabeth L., The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural Transformations in
Early Modern Europe (Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press, 1979). 

*Febvre, L. and H.J. Martin, The Coming of the Book: the Impact of Printing 1450–1800 (London: N.L.B., 1976; repr.
1990). 

Finkelstein, David and Alistair McCleery, An Introduction to Book History, second edition (London and New York: 
Routledge, 2013). 

Howsam, Leslie, Old Books and New Histories: An Orientation to Studies in Book and Print Culture (Toronto, Buffalo, 
London: University of Toronto Press, 2006) 

*McKenzie, D.F., Bibliography and the Sociology of Texts (1986; repr. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999)

Norrie, Ian, Mumby’s Publishing and Bookselling in the Twentieth-Century (London: Bell & Hyman, 1982). 

Raven, James, What is the History of the Book? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2017) 

*Steinberg, S.H., Five Hundred Years of Printing, rev. by J. Trevitt (London: British Library, 1996).

Degree Structure 
The MA provides students with a broad understanding and experience of the chronological range of book history 
from the medieval period to the twenty-first century. It introduces students to the range of disciplines that make up 
the subject, including bibliography, textual criticism, palaeography, codicology, bookbinding, and the histories of 
authorship, publishing, printing, reading and libraries. The programme provides frequent opportunities to handle 
archaeological and historical objects relating to the subject. 

The MA consists of one compulsory Research Methodologies module, core modules (of which students are required 
to take at least two), optional modules taught during the year and on the London Rare Books School, and a 
dissertation of 15,000 words. Each taught module is worth 20 credits and consists of twenty formal contact hours. 
Teaching takes places at the Institute of English Studies in Senate House. All teaching in the Autumn and Spring 
terms takes place on Wednesdays.  

The MRes consists of three modules (which must be selected in consultation with the course tutor), and a dissertation 
of 30,000 words. MRes students will be expected to pass the three taught modules with an average mark of 60 or 
above. If that is not achieved, the student will be strongly advised to follow an alternative MA route by taking more 
taught modules (either through the MA programme or the London Rare Books School) and then submitting a 15,000 
word dissertation.  

With the exception of Research Methodologies and Resources in Book History, each module consists of ten two-hour 
teaching sessions and is assessed by one piece of written coursework of 5,000 words or equivalent length.  

http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide
http://www.mhra.org.uk/style/quick.html
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Full-time and Part-time Study 

The MA and MRes can be taken full-time (over 12 months) or part-time (usually over 24 months). Part-time MA 
students normally complete three or four modules in the first year, with the final two or three modules and the 
dissertation being taken in the second year. However, it is assumed that some preliminary work on the dissertation 
will be undertaken during the first year.  

The pattern of study for a full-time student is as follows: 

180 credits required (120 module credits + 60 dissertation credits) 

Term Modules 

Term 1 
Autumn 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book [20 credits – continued into Spring term] 
Core module: The Medieval Book [20 credits] 
Option module [20 credits] 

Term 2 
Spring 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book [continued from Autumn term] 
Core module: The Book in Early Modern Europe, 1450 to 1800 [20 credits] 
Core module: The Book in the Industrial Age, 1750 to the present [20 credits] 

Term 3 
Summer & 

Summer vacation 

Internship/Placement module OR London Rare Books School course [20 credits] 

Dissertation [60 credits] 

A typical pattern of study for a part-time student might be: 

180 credits required (120 module credits + 60 dissertation credits)  

Term Modules 

Year 1 

Term 1 
Autumn 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book [20 credits – continued into Spring term] 
The Medieval Book [20 credits] 

Term 2 
Spring 

Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book [continued from Autumn term] 
The Book in the Industrial Age, 1750 to the present [20 credits] 

Term 3 
Summer & 

Summer vacation 

Internship/Placement module OR London Rare Books School course [20 credits] 

Preliminary work on Dissertation 

Year 2 

Term 1 
Autumn 

Option module [20 credits] 

Term 2 
Spring 

The Book in Early Modern Europe [20 credits] 

Term 3 
Summer 

Dissertation [60 credits] 

NB. This pattern can be varied according to individual needs and preferences. The only compulsory requirement is 
that the Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of the Book module must be taken in Year 1. 

Option module 

The option module available in 2019-20 is Textual Scholarship and Contemporary Editorial Theory which will be 
taught in the Autumn term. Further options are available in the Summer term via the London Rare Books School (see 
Page 14). 
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Pattern of Teaching and Assessment 

Most of the teaching takes places at the Institute of English Studies in Senate House. There are occasional off-site 
visits to venues in and around London. All formal teaching in the Autumn and Spring terms takes place on 
Wednesdays. In the Summer term students are expected to attend the Institute’s Work in Progress seminars where 
students give presentations on their dissertation work (see below). 

Core and compulsory modules consist of ten two-hour teaching sessions and are assessed by one piece of written 
coursework of 5,000 words or equivalent. The compulsory Research Methodologies and Resources in the History of 
the Book module is taught over both Autumn and Spring terms in one-hour sessions and is assessed by four shorter 
exercises of c.1000-c.1500 words. London Rare Books School courses are taught intensively over one week during 
late June or early July and assessed by one piece of written coursework of 5,000 words or equivalent (see page 14). 
The Internship/Placement module is undertaken in the Summer term and Summer vacation and is assessed by an 
essay or project of 5,000 words or equivalent. 

Induction Days: 25-27 September 2019 
The induction days provide an introduction to the course and to some of the library resources you will use during 
the programme. If you do not already have one, you will be able to apply for a British Library Reader’s Card during 
the British Library induction day on 26 September. You will need to bring personal identification and proof of 
address. The BL requires two original identification documents, one showing your signature and one showing proof 
of your home address (utility bills and bank statements must be less than three months old). 

Wednesday 25 
September 

Location 

11.00-11.30 Introduction and welcome to the Institute of 
English Studies and the MA/MRes programme 
(Cynthia Johnston, Andrew Nash and Elizabeth 
Savage) 

Durning-Lawrence 
Library (DLL), Senate 
House Library (SHL) 

11.30-12.30 Introduction to the library 
(Tansy Barton, Senate House Library) 

12.30-13.30 Lunch Break (own arrangements) 

13:30-15.30 Looking at Books  
(Cynthia Johnston and Andrew Nash) 

Thursday 26 
September 

10.20 Assemble at Information Desk British Library 

10.30-13.00 Introduction to the British Library and Overview of 
Collections 
(Christian Algar)  

British Library 

Senate House 

13.00-14.00 Lunch Break (own arrangements) and Reader Pass 
Registration (as necessary*) 

14.00-16.00 International Students Welcome 

17.00-18.00 Institute of English Studies Welcome Reception DLL, SHL 

Friday 27 
September 

11:00-12:00 School of Advanced Study registration and 
enrolment 

Wolfson Suite, Lower 
Ground Floor, IHR, 
North Block, Senate 
House 
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12.00-14.00 Lunch Break  (own arrangements) 
Wolfson Suite, Lower 
Ground Floor, IHR, 
North Block, Senate 
House 

14:00-14:20 Welcome to the School  
(Elaine Walters, Deputy Chief Executive of the 
School of Advanced Study) 

14:10-14:30 Introduction to SAS Libraries 
(Alice Tyson, IALS) 
(Raphaele Mouren, ICS, Historical Research and 
Warburg) 

14.20-14.30 Academic Writing Support  
(Gwendoline Riley, Royal Literary Fund Fellow) 

14.30-14.50 Introduction to Senate House Library 
(Mura Ghosh, SHL)  

14.50-15.05 Student Support at SAS  
(Katie Wood, Equality Focus) 

15.05-15.30 Careers  
(Liz Wilkinson, Careers Group UoL) 

15.30-16.30 Precinct Tour of Senate House and Bloomsbury 
(Angharad Mountford, SASiety ) 

Bloomsbury Area 

16.30-18.30 Social Event SAS Student 
Common Room 

Excursions and Gatherings 
Institute of English Studies Welcome Reception 

Date: Thursday 26th September 2018, 5.00pm 

New and continuing students, in addition to IES staff and fellows, are invited to an informal get-together in the 
surroundings of the Durning-Lawrence Library in Senate House. Wine and soft drinks will be provided.  

Trip to Sotheby’s
Date: Friday 15 November 2019, 4.00pm 

Optional visit to tour the premises of Sotheby’s Auction House at Bloomfield Place, 34-35 New Bond Street, London 
W1A. There will be a talk and an opportunity to view items from an upcoming sale of the ‘Military Library of Lord 
Cottesloe’.  

Trip to view some libraries in Cambridge 

Date: Thursday 12th December 2019, 11.00am
Optional visit to view some outstanding library holdings in Cambridge. In the morning we will visit Corpus Christi 
College and in the afternoon Cambridge University Library.  

Institute of English Studies Christmas Party 
Date: Thursday 12th December 2019, 7.00pm  
Annual Christmas party for students, staff and fellows of the Institute hosted by Maggs Bros., 48 Bedford Square, 
London WC1B 3DR. 
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Royal Collections at Windsor 
Date: Tuesday, 3rd March 2020, time TBC 
Optional visit to Windsor Castle to view the outstanding Royal Collections. 

Book Trade Archives at Reading 
Date TBC: (March 2020), time TBC 
Optional visit to the University of Reading to view some book trade archives from the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Work in Progress Seminars 
The Work in Progress seminar series provides an opportunity for the Institute’s postgraduate students, as well as 
staff and fellows, to talk informally about their research and receive feedback from peers. MA/MRes students are 
strongly encouraged to attend. Each seminar will feature two or three short talks or papers by students, staff or 
fellows at different stages of their research followed by a question and answer session. Lunch will be provided.  

In the Autumn and Spring terms the seminars will take place on Tuesdays. In the Summer term they will take place 
on Wednesdays. Dates, times and locations of the seminars will be circulated at the beginning of each term.  

Attendance is a requirement in the Summer term as participation in the seminar forms part of the Dissertation 
module.  

The dates and locations of the Autumn term seminars are as follows: 

Tuesday 5 November, 12:00 - 14:00, 234 

Tuesday 19 November, 12:00 - 14:00, 234 

Tuesday 3 December, 12:00 - 14:00, 234 

Diagnostic Essay 
The Diagnostic essay is an opportunity to receive feedback early in the programme on a piece of work that does not 
count for overall assessment. The aim is to give you experience of writing essays in book history and to receive 
feedback on the structure, argument and presentation of your work before you undertake summative assessment. 

TASK: Write a critical evaluation of one of the essays studied in the first two weeks of the Research 
Methodologies and Resources module. You should refer where appropriate to other books and essays as part of 
your critique.  

The essay should be c.1500 words in length. Please use the MHRA Style Guide (see Style Guide for Essays and 
Dissertations above, page 8) for your references and bibliography. Footnotes (not endnotes) are included in the 
word count but the bibliography is excluded.  

Please submit your essay in electronic form to the course administrator (email: iesMA@ sas.ac.uk) by Monday 14th 
October 2019. Feedback will be provided by Friday 25th October. Each student’s diagnostic essay will be discussed 
with the Course Tutor in the Autumn term tutorial. An indicative grade will be given which will not count towards 
the assessment of the programme.  
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Coursework Submission Deadlines 

Unless otherwise instructed, students submit all coursework electronically. All coursework should be submitted 
together with a coversheet which is available in electronic format from the programme administrator. Student names 
should NOT appear anywhere on the essay or coversheet (essays are marked blind). Instead, students should insert 
their student ID in the appropriate box on the coversheet. 

All coursework must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the due date to the following email address: <iesMA@sas.ac.uk>. 

Extensions to the deadlines below will be granted only in exceptional cases and essays submitted late will be subject 
to penalty. Please refer to the Academic Guidelines section below.  

 
 
 
 

Monday 14 October 2019 Diagnostic essay 

Friday 1 November 2019 
 
Research Methodologies and Resources Essay 1 
 

Friday 13 December 2019 
 
Research Methodologies and Resources Essay 2 
 

Friday 17 January 2020 Medieval Book 

Friday 24 January 2020 

 
Textual Scholarship and Contemporary Editorial 
Theory 
 

Friday 7 February 2020 

 

Friday 20 March 2020 

Research Methodologies and Resources Essay 3 
 

Research Methodologies and Resources Essay 4 

Dissertation Proposals 
 

Friday 24 April 2020 The Book in Early Modern Europe, 1450-1800 

Friday 1 May 2020 The Book in the Industrial Age, 1750 to the present 

Friday 11 September 2020 
 
Dissertation 
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Book Trade/Library Internship 
The MA/MRes programme in the History of the Book has had a long and fruitful relationship with the rare book 
trade and with many different libraries in London. Several of our graduates have gone on to careers in these sectors 
of the book industry. The book trade/library internship module gives students the opportunity of undertaking a 
placement in a bookshop or bookselling business, or a library or archive, to link their academic study to the world of 
books outside the university. The module can be taken for credit as one of a student’s option modules, or it can be 
pursued as an extra-curricular activity.  

The internship takes place in the summer term, normally between late April and late June. It involves 150 hours of 
placement activity plus 50 nominal hours of work undertaken outside the placement environment. These hours are 
supplemented by induction and guidance sessions and students maintain regular contact with the Course Tutor. For 
students taking the internship for credit, the module will be examined by one 5,000-word essay on a topic to be 
agreed with the Course Tutor, and/or a project or projects amounting to an equivalent scale. 

Full information is provided in the Book Trade/Library Internship module handbook.  

 

 

London Rare Books School 
The London Rare Books School (LRBS) is a series of five-day intensive Masters-level courses on a variety of book-
related subjects hosted by the Institute of English Studies each Summer. In 2020 LRBS will run in the following 
weeks: 15-19 June, 22-26 June, and 29 June – 3 July. Each course lasts five days with a total of twenty contact hours. 
Teaching takes place in Senate House and in other venues in and around London. Several events and receptions 
take place during the weeks and meals are provided. There is a small additional charge of £50 to cover catering 
costs. 

Students can take an LRBS course as one of their option modules on the MA/MRes programme. Each course is 
assessed by an essay or project of 5,000-words or equivalent. Around 15-18 courses will be available. The list of 
courses varies from year to year but the following are among those likely to be available in 2020: 

 The Anglo-Saxon and Carolingian Book 
 The Book in the Ancient World 
 Colour Printing, 1400-1800 
 Digital Scholarly Editing: An Introduction 
 Digital Scholarly Editing: Advanced Methods 
 English Bookbinding Styles, 1450-1850 
 European Bookbinding, 1450-1820 
 History of Maps and Mapping 
 The Historical Reader 
 Incunabula: Medieval Printed Material 
 The Medieval Book 
 The Printed Book in Europe, 1450-2000 
 Provenance in Books 
 

Further courses are in development. Full information will become available in October 2019.  
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ACADEMIC GUIDELINES 
Course Essays 
The standard length of an MA/MRes essay is 5,000 words. The word limit includes footnotes but excludes the 
bibliography and appendices.  

In all pieces of written work students are expected to provide the appropriate reference for any and all external 
material used. Similarly, students are expected to provide a properly arranged bibliography to be attached to each 
piece of work. Essays should be written in British spelling and should be thoroughly proof-read.  

To ensure consistency and clarity in referencing, all students should use the MHRA scholarly conventions. These are 
summarised in the MHRA Style Guide (see Style Guide for Essays and Dissertations above, Page 8 above). References 
should be included on the relevant page as footnotes, not as endnotes. 

Students are entitled to receive feedback on draft material of up to 50% of the essay (c.2500 words or equivalent).   

Unless otherwise instructed, all coursework for taught modules should be submitted electronically. Each item of 
coursework should carry a coversheet at the front. The coversheet is available in electronic format from the 
programme administrator. Student names should NOT appear anywhere on the essay or coversheet (essays are 
marked blind). Instead, students should insert their student ID in the appropriate box on the coversheet. All 
coursework must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the due date to the following email address: <iesMA@sas.ac.uk>. 
 
Penalties for late submission 
Essays submitted after the deadline without a valid extension will be subject to a penalty deduction of 10% of the 
mark awarded for up to one week late, or 20% of the mark awarded for between one and two weeks late. When work 
is more than two weeks late, any additional penalty to be applied is at the discretion of the Institute. 
The Institute reserves the right not to accept work submitted more than two weeks late; in such cases the mark 
recorded will be zero. 
 
Extensions and extenuating circumstances 
Students experiencing medical problems and/or other exceptional circumstances which affect their ability to perform 
adequately must notify the module convenor or the Course Tutor as soon as possible and in advance of the essay 
deadline. A valid medical certificate or other written evidence may be required in support of any extension requested.  
Extensions are granted only in exceptional circumstances and at the discretion of the Programme Director. If you 
require an extension you should discuss your circumstances in the first instance with the Course Tutor or the module 
convenor.  
 
Disability and Equality  

The School of Advanced Study aims to provide an environment where everyone can access its programmes and 
activities – conferences, workshops and seminars, library provision and teaching programmes. The School of 
Advanced Study is proud of the diversity of its community and is committed to ensuring all of our staff and students 
are treated with dignity and respect.  We welcome all students who are academically qualified and motivated to 
benefit from the programmes we offer through the member Institutes.  

There is a range of information available for students concerning the adjustment and support available while studying 
at the School. The relevant webpages can be found here:  
www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/disability-support 

The School’s Disability Policy is available here: 
www.sas.ac.uk/sites/default/files/files/Policies/SAS%20Disability%20Policy.pdf 

The Institute of English Studies will make reasonable and appropriate adjustment according to individual support 
needs. Support for disabled students is provided by Equality Focus. Information is available here:  
www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/disability-support/services-disabled-students 
 
 
 
 

Course Tutor 

http://www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/disability-support
http://www.sas.ac.uk/sites/default/files/files/Policies/SAS%20Disability%20Policy.pdf
http://www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/disability-support/services-disabled-students
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The role of the Course Tutor is to provide ongoing academic and pastoral support for all MA/MRes students. Students 
are required to meet with the Course Tutor at least once a term to discuss progress, problems or any other general 
inquiries.  

The Course Tutor for 2019-20 is Dr Cynthia Johnston who is available on Wednesdays during term time for meetings 
during office hours. Meetings at other times can be arranged by email (see contact details on p. 4).   

 

MA/MRes Dissertation Proposal 
Before embarking on the Dissertation, students must submit a proposal which is approved by the Course Tutor, the 
Course Director and the External Examiners.  

The proposal must be presented in continuous prose. Unlike an essay, however, you will not be required to reach a 
definite conclusion: the point is to suggest a promising line of research and indicate how you hope it will develop. 

The Dissertation proposal should usually be between 1,000–1,500 words. It should contain: 

• A working title (this can be modified or changed later in consultation with your supervisor). 

• A paragraph or two summarising the subject and the argument(s) or the approach(es) that will be used to 
explore it. 

• A paragraph or two outlining the main materials (both primary and secondary) to be used and indicating 
what has already been done in your proposed area of study. Much of this could take the form, if you 
wished, of an annotated bibliography (remember to use a standard set of scholarly conventions — the 
MHRA — when compiling bibliographies). 

• A proposed chapter structure of the dissertation with rough word allocations for each chapter or section 
(no-one will hold you exactly to this, but it is important that you indicate that you have thought about how 
you are to use your allocated words). 

• A rough timetable to indicate how you will distribute your time between the various parts of the work. 

Once your proposal has been approved you will be allocated to a supervisor and can start work. 

 

MA/MRes Dissertation Guidelines 
Length: The standard length for the MA dissertation is 15,000 words. The standard length for the MRes dissertation 
is 30,000 words.  

Any dissertation will have an introduction, middle and a conclusion. Obviously an introduction is important: you need 
to tell the reader what you are intending to do, and why. A conclusion is equally important: it should briefly summarise 
what you have done, explain its significance and, if appropriate, suggest how the subject might be extended. In 
between the introduction and the conclusion comes the body of the work where you assemble the evidence, analyse 
it and put forward your argument or case based on that analysis.  

With a 15,000-word dissertation you may wish to allocate about 1,000-1,500 words for the introduction and a similar 
extent for the conclusion; in that case you would have 12,000-13,000 words for your evidence and the argument based 
on it. You may want to divide the main body into sections; if you do, beware of creating too many sections. Your 
subject has to be dealt with adequately within these tight limits. 

With a 30,000-word dissertation, you will be expected to have a longer introduction and conclusion. You will also 
need to have an expanded, more deeply analytical argument.  

Format: Dissertations should be submitted electronically together with a cover sheet. See the Coursework 
Submission Deadlines section above, Page 13).  

 
 
 
 
Sample Dissertation Titles 
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A complete list of past dissertations and examples on file are available from the Course Tutor. 

Sample titles: 

A Study of British Library Manuscript Add. 15712: A German Passion of 1459.  

For the apparel oft proclaims the man”: The Bindings of the Brian Twyne Bequest, Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 

Friends Hold All Things in Common? The Conflict of Friendship and the Business of Printing in Erasmus’ Life and 
Works. 

German Émigré Antiquarian Booksellers in England after 1933: A Biographical Study’. 

Insects in Manuscripts. 

Lady Margaret Beaufort: Patron and Bibliophile. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, James, Joyce: Continuities in can(n)onisation. 

Publishing During War-Time: A Case Study of the Macmillan Publishing Company during the Second World War. 

Recreating the Past: Late Eighteenth- and Early Nineteenth-Century Costume Books. 

Spain at War: publishing the Spanish Civil War in Britain, 1936–1939. 

State Papers as a Resource for Book History with special reference to the Public Record Office. 

The Amicable Society for Reading: A Provincial Book Club, Northampton 1779–1830. 

The Formation of the Library of A. Chester Beatty, 1910–1933. 

The First Printed Bible and the Manuscript Tradition. 

The Middleman: The Role of the Literary Agent as a Business Manager with particular reference to A.P.Watt & Co. 
and Macmillan & Co. 

The Revival of the Broadside Ballad in Nineteenth Century England and the Role of James Catnach. 
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Essay Marking and Assessment 
All marking is carried out anonymously; numbers are substituted for names on all work seen by both internal and 
external examiners. All essays are double marked. The first marker for dissertations will normally be the dissertation 
supervisor.  

The three borderline marks are 49, 59 and 69. All essays that are awarded these marks are considered at the Institute’s 
MA Examination Board and are reviewed by an external and intercollegiate examiner. A cross-section of other 
assessed work will be sent to the external examiners for moderation. 

Grade descriptors and assessment criteria can be found at the end of the handbook.  

 

Feedback and Notification of Results 

Feedback on each piece of coursework will be provided electronically within 21 days of the submission deadline and 
will take the form of detailed comments on the completed coversheet. Students also have the opportunity to discuss 
their work in one-to-one tutorials with the Course Tutor. A numerical mark will be awarded to each piece of 
assessment. All marks are provisional and subject to final approval by the Examiners Board. 

Students will usually receive notification of their dissertation mark following the final Examinations Board. This 
usually takes place in late October. 

 

Degree classification 

For both the MA and the MRes, the final qualification from the University of London will register one of the 
following marks: 

 Pass with Distinction (70% and above)  

 Pass with Merit (60% - 69%)  

 Pass (50% - 59%)  

Fail (49% and lower) 

For a distinction, a student must achieve an overall average of 70% including a mark of 70% or above on the 
dissertation; for a merit, a student must achieve an overall average of 60% or above, including a mark of 60% or 
above on the dissertation; for a pass a student must achieve an overall average of 50% or above, including a mark of 
50% or above on the dissertation. A student must pass the dissertation in order to pass the programme overall. 

  

Reassessment 

Any student who fails an essay is entitled to submit another essay for reassessment. The re-assessed essay must be 
on a different topic from the essay that was failed. This second topic must be agreed between the student, the 
tutor, and the Course Director. A new timetable for resubmission will be agreed at the same time. The maximum 
mark for a reassessed essay is 50.  

 

Appeals 

A student may only appeal a mark on grounds of administrative error or where there is a concern that the 
assessment may not have been conducted in accordance with the relevant regulations. Appeals on the grounds of 
academic judgement will not be considered. Any student wishing to appeal a mark should contact the Course 
Director in the first instance.  
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Essay Writing Skills 
The School of Advanced Study hosts a Royal Literary Fund Fellow whose role is to assist Masters students in their 
academic writing skills. The Fellow is available two days a week and an appointment can be booked online. 
Additional online resources are also available. Full information, including how to book a session, is available here: 

www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/academic-writing-support 

Attendance at Classes 
Students are expected to attend all classes. The MA/MRes in the History of the Book is a demanding programme 
and students who miss classes are in danger of falling behind in their studies. It is important to keep the Institute 
informed if you are having difficulty in keeping up with the programme.  

A student who is unable to attend the class should inform the tutor (via the administrator or directly). Class tutors 
will keep attendance registers and will notify the administrator of absences of more than one class. Prolonged 
absence due to sickness must be reported to the administrator and medical evidence must be provided. 

If a student is absent from class without permission for more than two consecutive weeks the Institute will enquire 
into the circumstances.  

Any student who fails to attend classes may be regarded as not having completed the programme. Their 
coursework may not be marked and consequently they may be regarded as having failed that programme and may 
be refused permission to proceed to the dissertation.  

If the student continues to be absent from classes the Institute may recommend to the Board of Examiners that 
their registration at the Institute be terminated. 

 

Plagiarism 
The School of Advanced Study is committed to ensuring the quality and status of the degrees it awards through the 
University of London. Plagiarism is a threat to that quality and is a serious academic offence. Cases are dealt with 
under the University of London’s Regulations for Proceedings in Respect of Examination Offences (Paragraph 12, 
Ordinance 15).   

What constitutes plagiarism? 
Plagiarism is the taking of another person’s thoughts, ideas, words, judgements, results, images etc. and presenting 
them as your own. If you submit any piece of work for assessment that contains work that is not your own, without 
indicating this to the marker (acknowledging your sources) you are committing ‘plagiarism’.   

The following are examples of plagiarism. These are not exhaustive: 

Direct quotations from published or unpublished work of others without due acknowledgement 

Copying the work of another student with or without their permission 

Using text downloaded from the internet without acknowledgement 

Borrowing statistics or assembled facts from another person or source 

Buying/borrowing an essay/report and presenting it as your own 

Copying graphs, images, charts etc. without proper citation 

Paraphrasing — putting another person’s ideas and judgements into your own words without 
acknowledgement of the origin 

Submitting the same piece of your own assessed work (or a significant part thereof) more than once. Credit 
can only be given once.  

Students should feel free to discuss these issues with the Course Tutor or another member of staff at any time, but 
they should also recognise that they must take personal responsibility for the integrity of their academic writing, 
which includes learning what is expected of them by those responsible for marking their work. 

If it is found that you have plagiarised, this may result in: 

http://www.sas.ac.uk/current-students/student-services/academic-writing-support
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Expulsion from the School 

A mark of zero 

A record on your student file 

Becoming the subject of an investigation 

Cancellation of your examinations 

Not being allowed to re-enter an examination 

Loss of reputation 

When plagiarised material is included in your assignments, tutors are likely to notice the shift in style and are more 
than likely to recognise the source.    

Referencing 
All essays should be properly referenced according to the accepted style guide. See Style Guide for Essays and 
Dissertations above (Page 8).  

Paraphrasing  
Paraphrasing is where you restate information/ideas in your own words. However, just changing a few words here 
and there does not make them your own and you must still cite your source. Always check your paraphrasing 
against the original text to ensure that you haven’t copied the same phrases.    

Web sources   
Treat information found on the web in exactly the same terms as printed material, but also make sure that you 
write the complete URL address and date accessed. 

Agencies  
Students should note that the use of, or contribution to, online essay banks, ghost-writing agencies, or agencies 
which offer to edit essays in order to improve grades is strictly forbidden. 

What to do if you are suspected of plagiarism 

You should co-operate fully with the investigation. It is in your interests to be open and honest. You should also 
seek help. Registry staff can direct those accused of plagiarism to sources of advice.  

Web advice  
How not to plagiarise: www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html 

School responsibilities 
The School recognises its responsibility for managing plagiarism and will undertake to: 

Ensure that all its students are provided with information about plagiarism in the Handbooks and at 
induction. This will include what constitutes plagiarism, how to avoid it, and an idea of the penalties 
associated with it. 

Ensure that students are given information on the correct referencing methods for the discipline. 





 

 
 

School of Advanced Study   
Senate House   
Malet Street   
London WC1E 7HU 

E: sas.info@sas.ac.uk   
T: +44 (0)20 7862 8653   

Follow the School of Advanced Study: 
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