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Introduction 

 

This report provides metrical evidence of the progress the School is making towards meeting 

its Key Performance Indicators as set out in the School’s Strategic Framework. Activities are 

presented for the three main academic ambitions: Research Promotion and Facilitation, 

Research and Teaching. It also reports on the School’s efforts towards meeting its fourth 

main ambition: Financial Sustainability.  

The data used in this report refers to activities that have taken place between 1 August 2016 

to 31 July 2017 only. In keeping with the themes outlined in the Annual Review and the 

Dean’s foreword, evidence will aim to demonstrate in particular: 

- How SAS has promoted engagement and stimulated national agendas by 

identifying and leading debate; 

- How SAS has championed the cause of Humanities by providing an innovative 

world-class environment to serve the national and international communities; 

- How SAS is working across discipline boundaries; 

- How SAS has kept scholars connected around the world,  

 

Executive Summary (Key Performance Indicator Summary) 
 

KPI 1: Increase in quality, range and impact of activities including networks, events, 

publications, fellowships, collaborations and new initiatives, contributing to the 

School’s RPF and public engagement agendas.  

ACHIEVED: 

 The number of Collaborative events increased by 9% from 842 recorded in 2015-16 

to 914 in 2016-17. 

 71 % of the School’s events programme (or 1381 events) demonstrated some 

engagement with the public (including active engagement). This represents a 3% 

increase from 2015-16 which recorded 68%. 

 Over 79K people participated to the School’s events: this represents a 24% increase 

from 64K recorded in 2016-17.  

 The number of visits to our YouTube platform increased by 20% from 116,942 

recorded in 2015-16. 

 The number of visiting fellows increased by 4% (from 100 in 2015-16). 

 SAS recorded 870 media appearances by fellows and staff. This represents a 149% 

increase, when compared to last year (356 media appearances). SAS media 

appearances reached over 875m people, which represents another significant 

increase – 116%, over twice as many as those recorded in 2015-16.  
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KPI 2: Increase in range, use and impact of specialized digital research tools/services 

and number of partner institutions collaborating on digital humanities. 

ACHIEVED: 

 The number of Page Views increased by 9% from 86.8m recorded in 2015-16; 

 The new Humanities Digital Library, a cross-institute initiative, launch in January 

2017, recorded 49,159 downloads; 

 The number of ‘Likes’ of SAS Pages on Facebook increased by 12% (from 48.5K in 

2015-16) and the number of ‘followers ‘on our Twitter accounts by 25% (from 68.8K 

followers in 2015-16).  

 SAS recorded 7.65m of ‘Twitter impressions’ (times a user is served a tweet in 

timeline or search results), this represents an increase of 43% from 5.4m recorded in 

2015-16. 

KPI 3: Continuation, encouragement and recognition of the contribution made by 

research in Strategically Important and Vulnerable Subjects (SIVs) is assessed 

qualitatively in the 2016-17 Annual Review. 

 Major collaborative project in Modern Languages through the AHRC-funded Open 

World Research Initiative which explores the role of languages in communities (See 

Annual Review page 22); 

 The Institute of Modern Languages continued to be at the top of the collections of 

SAS podcasts 

 

KPI 4: Increase in number and range of researchers who make use of the libraries, 

improvement in facilities and user satisfaction: 

ACHIEVED: 

 Numbers of Non-HE users (who come from the private sector in particular and pay 

for the use of our Libraries) continue to increase across the board: registered non-HE 

users increased by 4% (from 524 in 2015-16), non HE-visitors increased by 4% (from 

952 in 2015-16), and loans made by non HE-users increased by 30% (from 23 in 

2015-16). 

 SAS’s 2017 Library Reader Satisfaction Survey recorded a higher score across all 

SAS libraries compared to 2015-16 results. 

 

KPI 5: Assurance that academic outputs are verifiably of the highest quality and 

internationally recognised 

ACHIEVED: 

 70% were agreed to be over the threshold specified in the Terms of Reference of the 

School Research Quality Assurance Exercise. 
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KPI 6: Growth in provision and delivery of research training  

ACHIEVED: 

 Research Training platforms which include PORT (Postgraduate online research 

training for postgraduate studies in the humanities) recorded another increase of 16% 

from the 53 % increase recorded in last year’s report (from 79K in 2014-15 to 151K in 

2015-16). 

 

KPI 7: Maintenance of the quality of teaching, learning and supervision with external 

endorsement 

ACHIEVED: 

 

 2017 Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey: Overall satisfaction: 93% of SAS 

respondents were overall satisfied with the quality of the course. This represents a 

significant increase (by 19%) from 74% overall satisfaction rate recorded last year. 

This is also above the national average of 82%. 

 2017 Postgraduate Research Experience Survey: Research Culture area is up by 3% 

from 60% to 63% in 2017; Progression procedure achieved an overall satisfaction 

rate of 80%, which is higher than the national (79%) or local (77%) averages; 

Research Skills continue to be strong too with 87% higher than the national or local 

satisfaction rates and Teaching experience results are higher than the results 

recorded for SAS during the last PRES survey 

 The School Postgraduate Research cohort included 8 students funded through LAHP 

(London Arts and Humanities Partnership). A further three were successful in the 

2016-17 LAHP competition. The School also have 2 more AHRC-funded 

Postgraduate Research Students (through Collaborative Doctoral Awards and 

Partnership Schemes) and we are expecting one more from 1 January 2017. 

KPI 8: Increase in external income (non HEFCE) by 10% over 4 years with efficiency 

gains across the administrative cost base to achieve sustainability 

PARTIALLY ACHIEVED  

 

 HEFCE percentage of SAS total turnover continued to decrease (from 51% in 

2013-14, to 44% in 2014-15, 40% in 2015-16, and now 37% in 2016-17). If we 

were to exclude the University of London’s grant to the School, the HEFCE 

percentage of the School’s income would be 47%, a decrease of 2% from 2015-

16; 
 The School has been unable to reduce administrative costs in any substantial 

way. This is mainly due to the increase in academic capacity which needs 

support. 
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- Promotion and facilitation:  

 Events 

 

The total number of events decreased by 4% (from 2007 recorded in 2015-16 to 1935 in 

2016-17). This is in line with the School’s strategic 

objective to run fewer events which have more impact 

and wider reach. In comparison, the number of 

collaborative events increased by 9% (from 842 

recorded in 2015-16 to 914 in 2016-17). 

Seminars continued to be the largest component of the 

events portfolio but their numbers have decreased by 

8%. The biggest increase is recorded for Lectures with 

65% (from 122 in 2014-15 to 93 in 2015-16 and now 

153), Conferences increased by 3% (from 169 in 2014-

15 to 122 in 2015-16 and 126 in 2016-17), and Workshops by 36% (from 67 in 2014-15, to 

58 in 2015-16 and now to 79% in 2016-17). The number of Other events continued to 

decrease (from 493 in 2014-15 to 379 in 2015-16 and 327 in 2016-17).  

 

Reflecting on this year’s programme in comparison with 2015-16, this year 68% of the 

School’s events were categorized as interdisciplinary (1318), indicating a continuing 

commitment to the School’s interdisciplinary agenda. Seminars, conferences and other 

events remain predominantly interdisciplinary.  

  

Table 1- Type and Number of Events 

Seminars 1250 

Lectures 153 

Conferences 126 

Workshops 79 

Other events 327 

Total 1935 

Collaborative Events 914 

1104

146

94

59

38

41

59

67

34

293

Disciplinary Interdisciplinary

Figure 1: Type of events per subject area

Seminars Lectures Workshops Conferences Other events



6 
 

71 % of the School’s events programme (or 1381 events) demonstrated some engagement 

with the public (including active engagement1). This represents a 3% increase from 2015-

16, and consolidates the School’s efforts towards its public engagement agenda. 

 

Collaborative events represented 47% (914) of the School’s programme, which 

demonstrated a further 5% increase from the 42% (842 events) recorded in 2015-16. The 

majority of collaborators are institutions within the Higher Education sector (568) (including 

SAS institutes), and 47% (499) were organizations outside the Higher Education sector, from 

both public and private as well as 

individuals such as freelancers.  

 

As indicated above, events ran 

more closely in combination with 

each other, for eg. organising 

seminars or conferences with 

other types of events such as 

exhibitions, book launches, 

experiments as well as festivals, 

pushing forward the School’s 

priorities on Interdisciplinarity, 

Public Engagement and 

Collaboration (KPI1). Evidence 

can be found across all the 

School’s activities and specific examples include: 

 

- Data arising from the School’s Flagship Humanities 

Festival Being Human 2016 has been included. As 

indicated in the Evaluation Report, the School forged 

partnerships with 221 local and cultural partnerships to 

organise ‘263 events, in 45 towns and cities, all 11 UK 

regions of the UK which attracted a total audience of 

33,000’, with its first international event in Paris.  

 

- Further evidence of inter-disciplinary engagement is illustrated in the partnership 

between the Institute of Philosophy and Tate Modern (see Annual Review page 40) 

which organised events such as: TA{s}TE exhibition, as part of the TATE Exchange 

programme http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/tate-exchange/workshop/tasty-

and-smelly-different-way-connect-art. The event which gathered over 2000 people 

included exhibits such as In Touch With Your Senses – by Professor Vincent Hayward, 

currently holder of the Leverhulme Trust Visiting Professorship at the School. It was 

followed by a two-day Workshop held in collaboration with the University of Westminster.  

 

- Further evidence of SAS celebrating our heritage could be seen with the exhibition 

held by the Institute of Historical Research. The Portrait exhibition of London’s women 

historians - twenty notable women historians, active in London from the early 1900s 

                                                
1 Active and creative engagement with community programmes, with the HEI taking a leadership position and applying a wide 

variety of resources 

47%

16%

11%

6%

20%

Figure 2 - Events Collaborators

HEI Collaborators

Non HEI
Collaborators (from
public sector)
Non HEI
collaborators (from
private sectors)
Internal
Collaborators (SAS
Institutes)

“Being part of a national festival, and 

the publicity and promotional support it 

provided, gave a feeling of being part of 

a celebration of the humanities” 

http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/tate-exchange/workshop/tasty-and-smelly-different-way-connect-art
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/tate-exchange/workshop/tasty-and-smelly-different-way-connect-art
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onwards, provided alternative perspectives on historical scholarship in London. The 

event was launched as part of the conference London’s women historians: a celebration 

and conversation, and the exhibition ran from March until the end of the September 

2017. The event, which was free of charge, attracted 73 attendees and 16 speakers 

from Durham University, Royal Holloway or the History of Parliament. Rozemarijn van 

de Wal who is a PhD student at the University of Groningen in the Netherlands wrote a 

blog which can be found here: 

https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/04/04/londons-women-historians-a-

celebration-and-a-conversation/  

 

The School events footfall increased this year, with over 79K participants (24% increase 

from 64K recorded in 2016-17). The footfall 

profile also demonstrates an increase in 

participants from outside the London area 

as well as outside the UK, a continuous 

trend from last year’s year report. Fig. 3 

and 4 evidence not only the continued 

participation of overseas speakers but also 

the clear increase by 33% of attendees 

from the rest of the UK (from 24,266 in 2015-16 to 32,315 in 2016-17) and nearly 3 times the 

number of attendees from outside the UK (from 4,761 in 2015-16 to 11,682 in 2016-17).  

 

Evidence of the diversity of events and its geographical reach combined with the School’s 

ability to lead national debates is illustrated by:  

- The conference entitled Economic Crime: where does the buck stop?, organized by 

the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and the University of Cambridge, in 

collaboration with National Crime Agency, and CIDOEC, City of London Police, Serious 

Fraud Office. It attracted 352 speakers and 520 attendees from nearly 100 different 

countries. This non-profit making event received involvement and support of numerous 

governmental and inter-governmental organisations to promote international co-

operation in the fight against financial crime. 

Table 2- Footfall 

Origin Speakers Participants 

UoL 1,206 14,506 

London 917 14,925 

Rest of the UK 1,612 32,315 

Rest of World 1,973 11,682 

Total 5,708 73,428 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

UoL London Rest of the UK Rest of World

Figure 3: Number of Speakers 
over the last two years

2015-16 2016-17

0

10000

20000

30000

UoL London Rest of the UK Rest of World

Figure 4: Number of Attendees over 
the last two years

2015-16 2016-17

http://www.history.ac.uk/events/event/7709
http://www.history.ac.uk/events/event/7709
https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/04/04/londons-women-historians-a-celebration-and-a-conversation/
https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/04/04/londons-women-historians-a-celebration-and-a-conversation/
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- Malaysia in the world today. In Conversation with Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, 

Prime Minister of Malaysia, 1981-2003, organized by the Institute of Commonwealth 

Studies in collaboration with IDEAS (the Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs). 

The talk attracted over 230 attendees, including 80 from overseas.  

- the Web Archiving Week (see Annual Review, page 28), between 12-16 June 2017, 

which included a major international conference, a two-day Archives Unleashed 

hackathon, and a public debate as part of the British Library’s series of Data 

Conversations. Web Archiving Week was hosted in collaboration with the British Library 

and organised with the support and assistance of the IIPC, RESAW (A Research 

Infrastructure for the Study of Archived Web Materials), The National Archives and 

Archives Unleashed. The conference attracted around 200 people, with high 

participation from overseas speakers and attendees. 

When reviewing our events footfall, usage of the School’s video-share platforms (iTunesU 

and YouTube) should be taken into account. The School holds about 140 collections on the 

University of London iTunes platform, which contains nearly 14,000 podcasts, and holds also 

21 playlists on YouTube, which contain over 3,500 videos. Users can view, listen or 

download the footage to re-watch as they wish. 

 

In 2016-17, while the number of visits increased by 20% 

from 116,942 recorded in 2015-16, the usage of online 

media shows an overall decrease: the number of 

downloads decreased by 39% (from 53,549 recorded in 

2015-16) (though they can be reviewed at any time and 

such watch time cannot be recorded), the number of 

streams decreased by 32% (from 24,707 recorded in 

2015-16), and the number of browsing activities also 

decreased by 66% from 83,396 recorded in 2015-16. The number of subscribers nearly 

Table 3 - Podcasts 

Downloads 32,418 

Streams 16,744 

Browsing 27,941 

Visits/Views 139,811(over 600K 

watch time minutes) 

Total Record Views 216,914 

Total Subscribers 5,053 

3

14 14

57

3

16
21

42

Figure 5 - Conference Attendance for 
Researchers, practitioners and their use of the archived web

Speakers SAS- UoL Speakers Rest of  London Speakers Rest of UK

Speakers Rest of World Participants SAS- UoL Participants Rest of London

Participants Rest of UK Participants Rest of World



9 
 

halved (from 9,558 recorded in 2015-16). Figures do not include usage on Instagram or 

Flickr. 

 

This year’s results show a different trend from 2015-16. We believe the drop can be due to 

several factors, including the fact that iTunesU changed the way they service their podcasts 

which may have pushed our audiences to YouTube instead, and may have affected the 

statistical results overall. We will review the usage trend over the year to confirm. 

  

The advantage of putting events and resources online is to enable accessibility and flexibility 

to users: 

 

- Created in November 2014, the most watched video in 2016-17 on YouTube was The 

viva: the examiner's point of view.  

Table 4 - Top Collections on YouTube Number of Views 2016-17 
The viva: the examiner's point of view 4917 

Magic and the Occult in Islam: Ahmad al-Buni (622H/1225CE?) 
and his Shams Al-Ma'arif (Warburg) 

4238 

The viva: opening questions 3982 

A Short History of the Quill Pen (Museum of Writing, Institute of 
English Studies) 

3915 

Why are we obsessed with the Nazis? The Third Reich in History 
and Memory (Institute of Historical Research) 

2113 

The academic job interview: the interview itself 1542 

PhD Masterclass: How to complete a PhD in 3 years 1481 

The academic job interview: presentations 1330 

Biological Identity Conference - David S. Oderberg (Institute of 
Philosophy) 

1291 

 

  

Streams Browsing Downloads Visits

2014-15 18,979 43,876 41,636 227,516

2015-16 24,707.00 83,396.00 53,549.00 116,942.00

2016-17 16,744 27,941 32,418 139,811

0

40,000

80,000

120,000

160,000

200,000

Figure 6 - Podcasts Usage Trend for the last three years

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
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During 2016-17, the Institute of Modern Languages continued to occupy the top of the 

collections of SAS podcasts, with the Literature Studies collection second. 

 

Table 5 - Top Collections on iTunesU Number of 
Downloads 2016-

17 

Number of 
Downloads 

2015-16 
Institute of Modern Languages Research 7,861 18,269 

British History in the Long Eighteenth Century 3,357 6,833 

Literature Studies  4,546 3,963 

Language Studies  882 2,356 

German Philosophy Seminar Series 1,588 2,226 

Philosophy  1,433 2,044 

Institute of English Studies 476 1,866 

Centre for the History of Arabic Studies in Europe 
(CHASE) 

806 1,639 

Cultural Studies  493 1,582 

 

Though physical attendance continues to be drawing mostly from the UK, the number of 

streams and downloads as noted in Table 3 shows a much higher engagement from outside 

the UK, indicating SAS’s wider, more global, reach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 7 - All Activity of ITunesU by Country 

USA 36.2%

UK 12.3%

China 7.51%

Canada 4.73%

Australia 3.66%

Germany 2.94%

Japan 2.52%

Russia 2.30%

France 1.62%

Hong Kong 1.55%

India 1.48%

Italy 1.28%

Turkey 1.23%

Korea, Republic Of 1.06%
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 Research training provision and delivery 

The number of research training events held in 2016-17 remains stable (from 264 in 

2015-16 to 266 in 2016-17). Events vary in format from one-to-one sessions to curriculum-

led as well as graduate-led workshops and seminars.  

 

 

 

As noted in Table 6, 19% (50 events) were interdisciplinary: this represents a significant 

increase from the 24 interdisciplinary events recorded in 2015-16, contributing to the 

School’s interdisciplinary agenda.  

57 research training events (21%) were joint ventures. Collaborations were mainly held with 

Higher Education institutions (89%), and 21% with non-HEI organizations (a decrease from 

2015-16 which registered 68% (52 events)). Such events included:  

- IALS-UN Habitat Urban Law Training Short Course, which brought together a 

multidisciplinary circle of academics and practitioners from overseas only (see Annual 

Review page 37).  

 

- The IHR Oral History Spring School with the Oral History 

Society attracted 30 people for two days. The training was 

held with speakers across the UK and students who paid 

to attend the events left very positive comments. 

The figures above do not include the training organized with LAHP, the London Arts and 

Humanities Partnership, which is administratively based at the School, or with the 

Bloomsbury Postgraduate Skills 

Network. LAHP organized 23 

training sessions, (31% less than in 

2015-16, which recorded 34 

training sessions). The School 

contributed to the training 

programme and in particular to the 

Digital Humanities sessions. The 

profile of the attendees changed: in 

2016-17, 60% of attendees were 

LAHP students (Fig 8), while in 

2015-16, 60% of attendees were 

non-LAHP students.   

Table 6- Research Training Programme 

Category of Event Number of Events Disciplinary Interdisciplinary 

Research Training 257 214 43 

Summer Schools 9 2 7 

59%
14%

16%

5%
6%

Figure 8 - LAHP Training Attendance

LAHP

UCL

KCL

SAS

QMUL

‘There was an enormous amount of fascinating 

discussion…’ 

‘There is a general lack of training related to 

using oral history in an academic context. This 

course was a very welcome development’. 



12 
 

‘Fantastically accessible tutorial to 

treaties and international 

conventions. Whether you're a total 

beginner or just need to clear up a 

few minor confusions, the Law 

PORT tutorial is comprehensive and 

engaging.’ 

Emily Allbon, Senior Lecturer and 

Director of Mooting, City, University 

 AND DIRECTOR OF 

MOOTING, CITY, UNIVERSITY 

ANTASTICALLY ACCESSIBLE 

TUTORIAL TO TREATIES AND 

When compared to 2015-16, Research Training 

footfall decreased to 5,282 (from 5,910 in 2015-16).  

 

Training courses included the Institute of English 

Studies’ London Rare Books School and T S Eliot 

Summer School (see Annual Review page 32) which 

attracted over 150 attendees respectively.  

Research Training platforms, which include PORT 

(Postgraduate online research training for postgraduate studies in the humanities), recorded 

an increase of 16%, on top of the 53% increase recorded in last year’s report (79K in 2014-

15, 151K in 2015-16).  

 

Compared to 2015-16, the majority of users (55%) were from the UK, representing another 

significant increase by UK users of 80% (from 53,919 in 2015-16), the rest of the EU users 

represent 11% of the total (and are up by 39% from 20,084 in 2015-16). The rest of the 

world users represent 34% of the total (an 8% increase from 54,693 in 2015-16) 

  

In May 2017, the IALS Library launched LawPORT 

http://port.sas.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=120 (see Annual Review 

page 14) a collection of online interactive training resources designed 

to improve the information literacy skills of law PhD students in a 

number of key areas, which consolidated the number of resources 

made available to students and early career researchers via PORT.  

Table 7 – Research Training Footfall 

Origin Speakers Participants 

UoL 397 3,329 

London 91 521 

Rest of the UK 81 467 

Rest of the World 49 347 

Total 618 4,664 

Table 8 - Record Views of Research Training Platforms 

 2016-17 2015-16 % increase 

Visits 21,036 18,545 13% 

Unique Users 14,627 12,254 19% 

Page Views 140,529 120,516 17% 

Total 176,192 151,315 16% 

 -  50  100  150  200

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

Thousands

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

UK 42,931 53,919 96,799

Rest of Europe 7,883 11,904 20,084

Rest of the World 28,204 54,693 59,309

Figure 9: Total Record Views per geographical origin

http://port.sas.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=120
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Does not 
include 
Warburg 
Library's 
visitors who 
cannot yet be 
recorded 

individually 

SAS-UOL
58%Rest of 

london
18%

Rest of the 
UK

17%

Rest of World
7%

Figure 11 - Visits per geographical origin

- Research support: 

 Usage of SAS Libraries 

 

For the second year running, we are able to provide information related to the four SAS-run 

libraries: Legal, Classical, Historical and Warburg libraries as well as the collections that are 

held at the Senate House Library: our Germanic, Latin American and Commonwealth 

collections, in addition to those collections which have close links with the institutes of 

English and Philosophy. 

  

Registrations to SAS libraries 

recorded a 4% decrease (from 

17,045 recorded in 2015-16). Visits 

recorded a 5% decrease (from 

194,145 recorded in 2015-16) and 

the number of loans also 

decreased by 6% (from 31,991, 

recorded in 2015-16). This is not 

unlike national trends on library 

use. 

 

 

  

Table 9 - SAS Libraries’ usage 

 MPhil/PhD Academic 

Staff 

MA 

Students 

Independe

nt 

Non-HEI - 

Private 

Sector 

Non-HEI - 

Public 

Sector 

Other Total 

Readers/

Registrat

ions 

2895 6712 3173 2120 544 164 741 16,349 

Footfall 42819 34319 68080 6879 1710 989 5775 183,631  

Loans 7361 4406 16201 1893 30 0 125 30,016 

SAS-UOL
39%

Rest of 
London

17%

Rest of the 
UK

26%

Rest of World
18%

Figure 10: Registered users per geographic 
origin
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The numbers of Non-HE users (in particular those who come from the private sector and pay 

for the use of our Libraries) continue to increase across the board:  

 

- registered users increased by 4% (from 524 in 2015-16),  

- visitors increased by 4% (from 952 in 2015-16),  

- and loans increased by 30% (from 23 in 2015-16).  

 

In addition, borrowing (loans) made by other users more than doubled from 60 in 2015-16, 

though loans by PhD/MPhil students decreased by 27% from 10,108 recorded in 2015-16. 

Overall there is a noticeable shift towards the use of our libraries by the Non-HE users  

 

Not all items in Senate House Library are loanable, such as the IMLR’s Germanic Studies 

Library, and all of ICWS’s main collection which are reference-only. In the 2015-16 report, 

we indicated that we intended to review the usage figures of SAS Collections to establish a 

pattern. Usage is showing to have nearly doubled overall, in particular the Americas (85% 

increase from 2015-16) and the Commonwealth Collections (50% increase from 2015-16).  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The re-shelving statistics1 as shown in Table 10 cover the whole year, and give a better 

picture of use. However, since 2009, the collections of the Institute of Latin American Studies 

have been interfiled with SHL Latin American holdings, it is therefore not possible to provide 

specific re-shelving statistics for this collection.  

 

 

 

                                                
1 The re-shelving data is based simply on counting the number of items put back on the shelf after having been 

removed by readers. 

Table 10- SHL Re-shelving Aggregate figures (2016-17) 

ICWS ICWS Teaching Collection IMLR Germanic 

4458 916 990 

48

324 317324

642

310

Americas Collection Commonwealth Collection Germanic Collection

Figure 12 - Usage trend of Senate House Library 
Loans

2015-16 2016-17
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All SAS-run institute libraries undertook a Library Reader Satisfactory Survey during 

2016-17. The results are positive as noted below: 

- The IALS’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2017 revealed that the overall 

satisfaction rate increased further to 96% (compared to 95.3% in 2015-16 and 94.2% 

in 2015). The highest-rated services above 90% were for electronic training sessions; 

range of journals; range of electronic journals and databases; quality of computing 

facilities; control of noise; and availability of photocopiers; as well as for the 

helpfulness of library staff and overall satisfaction.  

- The results of the ICS’ Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2017 showed an overall 

satisfaction score of 3.79 (out of 4), up from 3.62 in 2016; The highest number of 

comments were compliments both on the library in general and more specifically for 

staff. Key points commonly raised were the value that open access adds to research, 

and the friendliness and helpfulness of library staff.  

- The results of the IHR’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2017 showed Overall 

satisfaction increased to 95% from 91%; Five ratings over 90% (eight in 2016) for 

collections, study environment, access to the library. Positive comments made a 

number of times: ‘library staff are unfailingly helpful’; ‘materials on open shelves’; 

‘excellent range of primary sources’, ‘scholarly and friendly atmosphere conducive to 

work’. 

- The results of the Warburg’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2017 showed 

that 98.29% were overall satisfied (academic staff 98.94%, Students 96.88%, 

Gallery-museum staff 100%, Others 98.32%). Respondents were in particular 

satisfied with the helpfulness of library staff (98.71%) and range of materials 

available (87.83%), indicating a significant improvement from 2015-16 results. 

 

 SAS Libraries’ Collections  

 

The SAS Libraries show a steady growth pattern.  

SAS libraries stock increased by 1%, a continuing trend over the last three years, from 

950,697 in 2014-15 and then from 960,089 in 2015-16 to 965,550 in 2016-17. Electronic 

resources also increased by 4%, a continuous trend also over the last three years (from 

10,354 in 2014-15, to 10,600 in 2015-16, to 11,075 in 2016-17). Electronic resources include 

electronic books, which increased by 21% from 1,580 recorded din 2015-16 (also a 

continuous trend from last year which recorded a 3% increase from 1,536 noted in in 2014-

15 to 1,580 in 2015-16), as well as electronic databases which increased by 14% from 65 

recorded in 2015-16.  

 

Table 11 - Physical Stock (comparison of the last two years) 

 Books and 

Pamphlets 

Serial 

Volumes 

Microfilms  Microfiches Cassettes Total 

2016-17 709,573 205,862 5,014 44,897 204 965,550 

2015-16 702,615 207,377 5,008 44,885 204 960,089 
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Examples of the activities undertaken to promote SAS collections include: 

 The Institute of Historical Research celebrated the 500 years of Ghanaian history 

by displaying a selection of titles.  

 The Institute of Latin American Studies and Senate House Library worked together to 

resurface the Caribbean Collections by developing an online index that highlights 

the strengths of the Caribbean materials. 

https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/07/04/introducing-the-caribbean-

collections-project/ . 

 The Institute of Classical Studies have an Adopt a book scheme which aims both 

to support and promote its collection.  

 

The number of acquisitions decreased by 7% from 10,020 recorded in 2015-16. This 

continues the trend reported in last year’s report. The number of acquisition of books and 

pamphlets decreased by 12% from 8,051 in 2015-16 to 7,109 in 2016-17, while the 

acquisition of microfiche and microfilms have more than doubled (from 7 in 2015-16 to 18 in 

2016-17). Acquisitions included a collection of books received by the Warburg Library on the 

Sacri Monti, a group of nine mountain-top Calvary chapels in northern Italy, as part of a 

larger bequest of materials from the late Oxford-based Italianist, Dr Christina Roaf (1917–

2014).  

 

Spend on Libraries’ collections saw in general an increase in digital spend, rather than print. 

Senate House Library’s spend is however more focused on print.  

 

 

 

Table 12 - Electronic Resources(comparison of the last two years) 

 Electronic 

Databases 

Electronic 

Journal 

Collections 

Electronic 

Books 

Electronic 

Primary 

Resources 

CD-ROMs 

- stand 

alone 

CD-

ROMs - 

networke

d 

DVDs Total 

2016-17 74 621 1912 7159 894 333 82 11,075 

2015-16 65 566 1,580 7,115 880 312 82 10,600 

Table 13 - Diversification of Resources (print vs digital) 

SAS-Libraries only Spend on 
Print £ 

Spend on 
Digital £ 

Total £ 

2015-16 912,884 211,335 1,124,219 

2016-17 784,614 241,556 1,026,170 

Increase rate -14% 14% -9% 

https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/07/04/introducing-the-caribbean-collections-project/
https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/07/04/introducing-the-caribbean-collections-project/
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 Number and Use of Digital Resources and Services 

Excluding Library databases, the School has recorded 245 resources, an increase on 2015-

16 which recorded 230 resources. This is mainly due to the number of blogs run by institutes 

which continued to rise, from 33 in 2015-16 to 42 in 2016-17.  

 

*include browsing 

 

The number of Page Views increased by 

9%, regaining the level of usage 

recorded in 2014-15, and the number of 

Visits was up slightly by about 20k visits 

(0.13% increase). However, the total of 

unique visitors decreased by 31%.  

Downloads of particular resources 

available such as papers on our 

institutional repository SAS-Space and 

images via the Iconographic collection of 

the Warburg Institute, all continued to 

show high numbers. The Warburg 

Institute’s library digitised books 

continued to record over 2m downloads, maintaining the increase of 83% recorded from 

2014-15 from 360K; SAS-Space recorded over 542K, a decrease from 700K recorded in 

2015-16 and Philbites, recordings of top philosophers interviewed on bite-sized topics, 4m 

(an increase on the 3.8m of downloads recorded in 2015-16)  

 

 

 

  

Table 14- Number of Record Views 

 Total 

Visits 

Total Unique 

Visitors 

Total Page 

Views 

Total 

Streams* 

Total 

Downloads 

2016-17 24,431,705 8,563,299 94,612,280 44,685 7,532,058 

2015-16 24,398,991 12,479,627 86,883,928 108,103 10,014,435 
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Figure 14 - Record Views over the last three 
years 
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Activities on our social media 

platforms increased.  

- The total number of Likes of SAS 

Pages on Facebook increased by 

12% (from 48.5K in 2015-16) and the number of followers on our Twitter accounts by 

25% (from 68.8K followers in 2015-16).  

- SAS overall recorded 7.65m of Twitter impressions1, 43% more than in 2015-16, 

which recorded 5.4m. 121.6K people engaged with SAS tweets (equivalent to an 

engagement rate of 2%), representing a 74% increase from 2015-16 results (which 

recorded 71K people engaging with SAS activities). Indeed an increase of 55% of re-

tweets was recorded in 2016-17 (from 10,535 in 2015-16 to 16,371 in 2016-17), while 

the number of Twitter Likes more than doubled (from 7,281 in 2015-16 to 16,234 in 

2016-17). 

- SAS Facebook pages averaged nearly 1.5m of ‘lifetime’ likes2 across all 9 institutes 

and SAS-Central pages (compared to 653K last year), and over 100K on average of 

daily impressions3;  

- Over 782K people saw the content associated with our Pages weekly (Total Reach) 

(compared to 28,072 in 2015-16); 28,618 people shared our stories (which is an 

increase from 15K recorded last year); Nearly 4,000 people engaged with SAS 

Pages on a weekly basis (which is double the 2,000 people recorded last year); 

- Viewers aged between 25 and 44 continued to be the most common groups to 

interact with our Pages, though we can note a higher percentage of female viewers 

(21%) (compared to last year).  

- Facebook engagement data confirmed a continuous widening reach beyond the UK 

and Europe 

                                                
1 Times a user is served a tweet in timeline or search results 
2 Lifetime Likes: The total number of people who have liked our Pages. (Unique Users) 
3 The number of impressions seen of any content associated with our Pages 

Table 15 – Usage of Social Media 

Total Likes (Facebook) Total Followers (Twitter) 

54,386 85,972 

GB
24%

RoEurope
19%

RoW
57%

Figure 15- Lifetime Likes by 
geographical origin
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 Range of Digital Resources and Services 

 

The School has a very wide range of resources and services, which continued to be popular. 

The majority of users in 2016-17 were from the UK (44% - 41m) , 16% from the rest of the 

EU (15.5m) and 39% from the rest of the world (37.1m). 

 

The number of blogs increased from 33 to 42. Their usage also increased significantly, for 

example: 

- Talking Humanities: https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/. The biggest increase 

recorded was for users from overseas (number of visits recorded a 77% increase 

from 4,750 in 2015-16 to 8,414 in 2016-17; unique users increased by 78% from 

3,937 in 2015-16 to 7,023 in 2016-17; and page views recorded a 97% increase from 

5,925 in 2015-16 to 11,677 in 2016-17.)  

Table 16- Type of Resource Number Page Views % of total page 

views 

Archived Site 5 3,537 0.00% 

Blogs 42 160,511 0.17% 

Community building site (social sites) 46 (see Social Media records) 

Database (holding data) 16 67,430,196 71.27% 

E-journal 8 2,011,266 2.13% 

E-repository 9 161,83,903 17.11% 

Informational website (core sites) 48 4,091,827 4.32% 

Library Catalogue / Directory 14 1,551,187 1.64% 

Research project website (active project) 34 2,536,530 2.68% 

Research project website (closed project) 8 58,933 0.06% 

Research training resource 8 140,529 0.15% 

Teaching/Learning resource 4 443,861 0.47% 

Video-sharing website 3 (see Streaming and Browsing) 

Total 245 94,612,280 100% 

https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/
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Examples of other resources include:  

 

- The Human Mind Project https://humanmind.ac.uk/ ran a Grand Challenges Public 

Consultation from 22 May to 22 June 2017 and collected ‘Grand Challenge’ 

questions from learners, experts and practitioners. The results fed in to a wider 

consultation process as part of the ‘Future of Research’ Roundtables;  

- BAILII, the British and Irish Legal Information Institute (full-text online legislation and 

case law hosted by BAILII at IALS), recorded 58m this year, compared to 48m of 

page views recorded in 2015-16); 

- The Warburg Institute’s Iconography database, recorded 2m of downloads,  

- The Institute of Historical Research’s project websites, recorded 2.5m page views;  

- PhilEvents, the Institute of Philosophy’s calendar of academic events and calls for 

papers in philosophy worldwide, continued to reach 1m page views, and PhilPapers 

recorded 16m page views this year (another increase from the 14.4m page views 

recorded in 2015-16). 

 

The distribution of users across the UK, the rest of the EU and the world for each category 

does not differ from the results shown in the last report. While most resources would be used 

in the majority by a UK audience, particular resources continue to attract a wider audience 

and engagement. It is interesting to note the highest number of users outside Europe. 

59%
12%

29%

Figure 17 - Blogs' Page Views per 
geographical origin

UK

Rest of EU

Rest of the World

20%

19%
61%

Figure 18 - Library Catalogues and other 
Repositories' Page Views per 

geographical origin 

UK

Rest of EU

Rest of the World

https://humanmind.ac.uk/
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 SAS Publishing: books and monographs 

 

70% (40) of the titles published in 2016-17 

were disciplinary (the same as last year), 

49% (28) (compared to 43% (12) last year) 

were edited books, 46% (26) (an increase on 

the 32% (9) recorded in 2015-16) were 

monographs, and only 5% (3) (compared to 

25% (7) recorded in 2015-16) were other scholarly works.  

Compared to 2015-16, we can see a dramatic increase in publication in E-book form (from 

25% in 2015-16 to 39% in 2016-17). Paperback publishing has therefore reduced from 51% 

in 2015-16 to 33% in 2016-17. The number of hardbacks increased by 5% (from 17% 

recorded in 2015-16 to 12% in 2016-17), while the number of items published Open Access 

more than doubled, from 7% in 2015-16 to 16% in 2016-17. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the increase in the accessibility of the work through digital format, the number of 

copies sold decreased from last year, from 1,318 in 2015-16 to 862 in 2016-17. However 

sales were similar to those recorded last year: In 2016-17, proceeds dropped to £18.1K. 

Institutes also sold 2,814 backlist titles (nearly half as much as last year), totalling £57.7K in 

sales, compared to £78.3K recorded in 2015-16. There were issues with the publications 

system this year but this was a very productive year compared to 2015-16.  

 

The new Humanities Digital Library, a cross-institute initiative, established an open access 

library and catalogue for books published by the School. Launched in January 2017, 

http://humanities-digital-library.org forms part of the School’s mission to embrace the 

opportunities of digital content delivery and enable greater access to knowledge. The 

School can now publish new titles, through its open access programmes, in addition to open 

access versions of books previously available only in print. Scholarly content made available 

Table 17 - SAS Publishing 

Number of Titles published 57 

Solely by SAS Publishing 54 

Jointly with another publisher 1 

By another publisher on behalf of SAS 2 

12%

33%

39%

16%

Figure 19 - SAS Publication Format 

Hardback Paperback Ebook OA

http://humanities-digital-library.org/
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through the website includes monographs, edited collections and shorter form works. The 

library presently holds 14 titles. In 7 months, 49,159 downloads of materials were recorded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  342

884
814

1200 1198

803

529

Figure 20 - Total Downloads of the New 
Humanities Digital Library Per Month

201701 201702 201703 201704 201705 201706 201707
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 SAS Publishing: journals  

The School manages 11 journals; 76 issues (compared to 69 in 2015-16) were published in 

2016-17, an increase of 10% since 2015-16. 45% of our journals are interdisciplinary, 36% 

(4) Open Access and 73% (8) in digital form.  

 

Table 18 - SAS Journals  

Number of 

Journals 

Published 

Solely by 

SAS 

Published Jointly 

with another 

publisher 

Published by another 

publisher on behalf of 

SAS 

Published by another 

publisher on behalf of 

the Institute 

11 2 2 2 5 

 

E-journals’ usage shows 2m page views in 2016-17, an increase of 47% (from 1.36m 

recorded in 2015-16, which even surpassed the 1.49m recorded in 2014-15). While the 

number of unique users and visits both decreased by 14%, E-journal’s downloads showed 

a considerable increase from 87K recorded in 2015-16. This is in particular due to the 

change in accounting for downloads statistics. The usage data will be reviewed next year to 

establish a pattern. 

 

Table 19 - E-journals 

Downloads Page views Unique Users Visits 

557,300 2,011,266 687,125 862,510 
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Figure 21 - E-Journals Record Views Trend
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The profile of Page views shows a shift in 2016-17 as UK users formed the majority with 

57% (or 1.14m), the rest of the EU 8% (or 1.70m), and the rest of the world with 35% (or 

694K). This trend seems to be confirmed for example by Wiley which publishes the Institute 

of Classical Studies’ Bulletin (BICS). In 2016, 4,055 institutions offered access to the latest 

content in BICS via either a Wiley License or a traditional (title-by-title) subscription. Wiley’s 

philanthropic initiatives extended low-cost or free access to current content to 6,943 

developing world institutions. The global reach of BICS is reflected in its readership, as 

evidenced by this chart showing the origin of full text downloads of BICS on Wiley Online 

Library.  

 

 

Figure 22 - Global Readership: Article 
Downloads by Region 

 

Source: Wiley Report 2016 
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Figure 24 - Number of Fellows per Career 
Stage

Early Career Mid Career Professor

 Fellowships  

 

The School fellowship schemes provide a 

supportive and well-resourced research 

environment for scholars at all levels and 

from all around the world. In 2016-17, the 

number of visiting fellows increased by 4% 

(from 100 in 2015-16). 694 researchers, 

students, other scholars and experts in their 

fields were associated with the School in 

some form, representing an increase of 1% 

(from 686) in 2015-16.  

Visiting and other fellows continued to be overwhelmingly from outside the UK, other 

categories of fellows also continued to be mostly from the UK.  

Fellows’ profiles remain consistent with previous years. Visiting Fellowships schemes in 

particular attracted early career researchers, helping the School’s mission in its efforts to 

support academic/scholarship development through fellowship schemes (as well as post-

doctoral schemes). 

 

  

Table 19 - Fellows 

Type Number 

Visiting Fellows 104 

Honorary Fellows 92 

Research Fellows 121 

Associate Fellows 357 

Visiting Students 13 

Other 111 

Total 798 

0

100

200

300

400

500

UK Rest of EU Rest of World

2016-17 480 169 149

2015-16 463 192 131

Figure 23 - Fellows by Geographical Origin -
comparison between 2015-16 and 2016-17
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All fellows contribute to the School’s programme of activities, and our visiting fellows were 

once again very active in 2016-17, with a 17% increase in activity recorded (243 outputs 

were generated in 2015-16, while 292 were recorded in 2016-17).  

Outputs included: 

- Three blogs written by the First Luisa Selis Fellowship Winner, Professor Sonita 

Sarker (Minnesota). (see Annual Review p 20) Voyage 2: Nearness and Distance 

https://modernlanguagesresearch.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/06/05/voyage-2-nearness-

and-distance/  

- Public events held by Professor Paul L Harris, (Harvard University), the 2017 ST 

Lee Visiting Professorial Fellow, in the UK and Switzerland. (including a workshop 

on 23 May on The role of ignorance: using metacognitive attributions in epistemology 

and psychology.) 

- Free public debates held by Judy McGregor, a human rights expert from New 

Zealand, and the 2016-17 NZ-UK Link Foundation Visiting Professor. All 

presentations were made available online https://twitter.com/NZUKLink. 

- An article on ‘Emeralds and embassies in the Ethiopian Story of Heliodorus’ 

(Akroterion 61 2016) published by Professor John Hilton, (University of KwaZulu-

Natal). 

 

114 117

61

161

61

21

170

42

14

76

24

73

Events Publications Other

Figure 25 - Number of Outputs generated by SAS 
Visiting Fellows

16-17 15-16 14-15 13-14

‘This project was greatly assisted by the access I 

enjoyed to the superb library of the Institute of 

Classical Studies in London. [sic] none of the work 

I was engaged in would have been possible 

without access to the library and related libraries 

in London, such as the Joint Library, the Warburg 

Institute and the British Library. ‘ 

https://modernlanguagesresearch.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/06/05/voyage-2-nearness-and-distance/
https://modernlanguagesresearch.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2017/06/05/voyage-2-nearness-and-distance/
https://twitter.com/NZUKLink
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The School fellowship schemes (over 40) attract a high level of interest across the globe. As 

shown below, we measured the application rate per geographical origin over 10 schemes. 

They attracted over 1,500 applicants. While they were mainly from the UK, applicants were 

also from unexpected areas, confirming the international appeal the School. 

36

97

45

461 186

1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 26 - Number of Applications received by Region
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- Teaching  

 

In 2016-17, 87 PGT students were registered at the School: a drop of 6%, from 93 PGT 

recorded in 2015-16). This is particularly noticeable in the number of students from the UK. 

The numbers from the rest of Europe increased by 4% from 12 in 2015-16 to 19 in 2016-17. 

There was a decrease in the number of overseas students, from 17 students in 2015-16 to 

12 in 2016-17. 

 

 

 

 

The above figures do not include the numbers registered on the MA in Refugee Protection 

and Forced Migration Studies, which is the Institute of Commonwealth Studies’ distance 

learning programme, which registered a continuous increase year on year, with a projected 

increase of over 300 students from 2018-19 onwards.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School takes part in the Post-Graduate Teaching Experience Survey: 93% of SAS 

respondents were overall satisfied with the quality of the course. This represents a 

significant increase (by 19%) from 74% overall satisfaction rate recorded last year. This is 

also above the national average of 82%. A full analysis of the results is available in the SAS 

2017 PTES Report. 

 
 

Table 20 - Number of Postgraduate Students (headcount) 

UK EU Overseas 

Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing 

17 39 0 16 3 0 9 3 0 

0
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2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

54

132

220

276

Figure 27 : MA in Refugee Protection and Forced 
Migration Studies (headcount)
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Quality of SAS Research Base: 

- Staff Research 

In 2016-17, the School undertook its first Research Quality Assurance Exercise, the 

results of which were circulated at the June meeting of the School Advisory Board. The 

outcome is outlined below: 

- 54 members of staff represented the academic cohort of the School in this exercise.  

- Overall 38 pieces of work (70%) were judged to be over the threshold specified in the 

Terms of Reference (i.e. 3* or 4*), 14 (26%) below and 2 members of SAS (4%) did 

not submit work. Almost no work was judged to be 1*.  

- The panel considered a range of outputs, stretching from books and articles, to films, 

websites and digital databases. Evidence of 4* quality was found across the range.  

- Particular attention was paid to the assessment of the less conventional pieces and 

the panel was confident that they played ‘an important role in the research mission of 

SAS’.  

 

In 2016-17, SAS recorded over 350 

publications produced by staff and research 

fellows. Only 14% of these publications were 

not Open Access such as Monographs. The 

other publications were either accessible, 

discoverable or open access as per our policy. 

42% of our journal articles were Open Access. 

 

Staff and Fellows continued to generate various forms of output in 2016-17 to promote and 

facilitate research. These include talks, keynote speeches, radio and TV interviews, whether 

linked to personal research, to the externally-funded project they are leading or collaborating 

on, or the consultancy for which 

their particular expertise was 

sought. In 2016-17, SAS 

recorded 870 media 

appearances including School 

members for both fellows and 

staff. This represents a 149% 

increase, which is twice as many 

as last year (356 media 

appearances). SAS media 

appearances also reached over 

875m people, which represents 

another significant increase – 

116%, over twice as many as 

Table 21 - Publications by members of 

staff and fellows 

Monographs 25 

Edited works 27 

Chapters in Books 57 

Journal Articles 91 

Articles 59 

Conference Papers 20 

Other Scholarly works 72 

Total 351 
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Figure 28 - Media Mentions per Outlet
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those recorded in 2015-16. Some media appearances worth noting include: 

 

- Professor Sarah Churchwell, public engagement chair and professorial fellow in 

American literature at IES, reassessed The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood’s 

dystopian novel which was serialised on Channel 4. Speaking on BBC Radio 4’s 

Front Row programme (from 10:01). (May 2017) 

 Dr Sue Onslow, senior lecturer and deputy director of the Institute of Commonwealth 

Studies (ICWS), took part in Monday’s BBC live coverage of the Commonwealth Day 

remembrance service at Westminster Abbey. (March 2017) 

 Professor Greg Woolf, director of the Institute of Classical Studies, reviewed 

Praetorian: The Rise and Fall of Rome's Imperial Bodyguard, Guy de la 

Bedoyere’s up-to-date history of these Roman guards, for the Wall Street Journal 

(March 2017) 

 Jane Winters, professor of digital 

humanities, considered 

the challenges future historians 

may face in her article, edition of 

BBC History Magazine, entitled 

‘Will history survive the digital age? 

(March 2017) 

 Dr Michael Eades, SAS cultural 

and public engagement fellow, 

explained in Arts Professional why 

collaborations between university 

researchers and artists need 

careful managing. (November 

2016) 

 

37%

25%

38%

Figure 29 -Media Appearances per 
Geographical Region

National

International
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08rp33r
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08j25tw
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-caesars-secret-service-1488580522?tesla=y
http://www.historyextra.com/bbc-history-magazine/current-issue
http://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/feature/kindred-spirits
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 PhD registrations 2016 

The overall number of PhD students decreased by 6% (from 142 in 2015-16 to 133 in 2016-

17). UK students’ numbers increased by 10% (from 62 in 2015-16 to 64 in 2016-17), EU 

student numbers remain similar (from 36 in 2015-16 to 35 in 2016-17) and overseas 

students’ numbers decreased by 10, from 44 recorded in 2015-16 to 34 in 2016-17). 

 

 

 

 

In 2016-17 the School PGR cohort included 8 students funded through LAHP (London Arts 

and Humanities Partnership). A further three were successful in the 2016-17 LAHP 

competition. During the year, we had 12 AHRC-funded students. 

The School took part in the Post-Graduate Research Experience survey held in 2017. 

75% of SAS students were overall satisfied with the quality of the course. A full analysis of 

the results is available in the SAS 2017 PRES report.  

 

Table 22 - Number of Postgraduate Research Students (headcount) 

UK EU Overseas 

Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing 

Up 

Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing Full 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Writing 

Up 

25 27 12 19 8 8 25 0 9 
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 External research grant performance: Applications, Awards, Success 

rate  

The profile of the School’s grant applications has developed in line with the evolving 

research landscape and the need to adapt to new funding schemes such as the Global 

Challenge Research Fund, pushing for more globalisation of research and for more 

collaboration within national as well as international research communities. This has resulted 

in a significant drop (nearly half) of the number of grant applications submitted by SAS 

academics as sole applicants (from 48 registered in 2015-16 to 25 in 2016-17). Nearly twice 

as many grants applications were made by SAS as a collaborating partner (from 14 in 2015-

16 to 24 in 2016-17). The number of applications made as Lead institution remains steady 

with 11 in 2016-17, compared to 10 submitted in 2015-16. 

 

Table 23 -Number of applications 

Registered Submitted  

(No result yet) 

Unsuccessful Successful Success 

Rate1 

SAS 

(Lead) 

SAS 

(Co-I) 

SAS 

sole PI 

60 8 34 18 35% 11 (10) 24 25  

 

The School continues to apply nationally 

and internationally, mainly to UK 

Research Councils (35%) and Charities 

(42%), including the Leverhulme Trust and 

the British Academy. Other funders 

include inter-governmental agencies (23%)  

The School’s success rate has increased from 

21% in 2014-15 to 26% in 2015-16 and then to 

35% for 2016-17 (data census at November 

2017). The success rate is high compared to the 

reported averages for AHRC (26.4%), ESRC 

(13.8%)2 or even European Research Council 

(10%)3. School projects continued to score highly 

in the evaluations. For example, EU Marie-Curie 

                                                
1 Current estimate as we are still awaiting results of 8 applications. This represents 1.2 grant applications per relevant FTE 

(51.74) 
2 Source: Times Higher Education. 16 November 2017: UK Research Councils. Note: Success rate is by number of 

applications. Some specialist, non-academic and overseas recipients have been excluded, hence success rates may differ 
slightly from research councils’ stated totals. ESRC data for open call grants only 
3 Source: https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/statistics  
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Training grant applications submitted were evaluated very high but ultimately did not reach 

the 90% threshold to secure funding. This is also true of UK funders for which the proportion 

of fundable projects continues to decline. 

 

In 2016-17, the School submitted grant applications, as lead and collaborator, worth £27.8m 

(which is £8.7m more than in 2015-16, which recorded £19.1m). £13.3M (or 48% of the 

overall funding sought) was allocated to the School, which is almost £4M more than 

recorded in 2015-16 (£9.57m).  

 

The total funding awarded is higher than the £2.9m 

secured in 2015-16 (£9m). This is mainly due to the 

RECAP project (see Annual Review page 34). The 

School secured 19% of the total award. While the 

funding awarded is less than in previous years, its 

distribution is representative of the nature of the 

grants, which are highly collaborative and involve 

multiple partners.  

 

Successes worth noting include: 

- Research capacity building and knowledge generation to support preparedness and 

response to humanitarian crises and epidemics, funded by the Global Challenges 

Research Fund and led by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in 

collaboration with the Refugee Law Initiative. (see Annual Review page 34).  

- An AHRC network grant Literature under Constraint led by Dr Dominic Glynn at the 

Institute of Modern Languages Research collaborating with Sébastien Lemerle at 

Paris Nanterre;  

- The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation funded some distinctive projects in nature at the 

School including: 

o Pelagios 6: Pelagios Commons led by Lancaster University in collaboration 

with the Institute of Classical Studies; (see Annual Review page 25) 

o EpiDoc Front-End Services (EFES), led by Dr Gabriel Bodard, at the Institute 

of Classical Study; 

o A Chair in the History of Art, Science and Folk Practice at the Warburg 

Institute, (Dr John Thresch (see Annual Review p 16)). 

- Other awards include: 

o Christopher Bannister’s AHRC New Generation Thinkers award, at the 

Institute of English Studies; 

o Also at the Institute of English Studies, Dr Elizabeth Savage, who joined 

the School with a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship, secured an award 

from Fritz Thyssen Stiftung for a conference Printing Colour 1700–1830: 

Discoveries and Rediscoveries in the Long Eighteenth Century.  

o Dr Hilary Francis, Fellow at the Institute of Latin American Studies and 

holder of a British Academy grant at the School, also collaborated with the 

multi-partnered project Unseen but not unfelt: resilience to persistent volcanic 

emissions (UNRESP), funded by the Natural Environment Research Council, 

under the Global Challenges Research Fund Resilience Foundation Awards 

SEPT2016. The project was led by the University of Leeds.  

Table 24 - Funding Analysis 

Funding sought £13.3m 

Funding awarded* £1.73m  

Total funding awarded vs 

funding sought 

13% 

SAS-funded FTE (relevant 

academic staff only) 

51.74  

Funding Awarded per FTE** £33.5K 

https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/newsevents/news/2017/school-awarded-ps75m-help-safeguard-health-victims-humanitarian-crises
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 Financial Sustainability 

 

As highlighted in the Financial Summary of the Annual Review (p60), the School has 
registered a 5% increase in total income, a continuing trend since 2013-14 (from £17.7m in 
2013-14 to £19.2m in 2014-15, to £21.8m in 2015-16, to £22.9m in 2016-17). 

The HEFCE percentage of the School’s turnover further decreased (from 51% in 2013-14, to 
44% in 2014-15, 40% in 2015-16, and now 37% in 2016-17 or 36% not including the 
Catalyst Fund which is not part of the recurrent grant). The School’s turnover over the last 
two years includes the University of London’s investment (from 2014-19). If this was to be 
excluded, the HEFCE percentage of the School’s total income would be 47% (a 2% 
decrease from 49% recorded in 2015-16).  

Research Income increased 
by 21% (from £1.93m in 
2014-15 to £1.7m in 2015-16, 
up to £2.09m (if the Catalyst 
Fund and the network grants 
were included, the total would 
be £ 2.26m), which is the 
highest research income 
since 2011-12).  

Non-Research income 
increased by 8% (from 
£8.78m in 2014-15 to 
£11.42m 2015-16 and now 
£12.3m in 2016-17). It 
includes the University of 
London’s investment in the School, and Subscriptions from colleges, which increased by 4% 
like last year (from £964k to £1m). Donations increased by 44% in 2016-17 from £432K in 
2015-16 to £623.3 K. This increase is partly due to the FRS 102 which came in to use in 
2016 and impacted on the treatment of the different kinds of income, including donations, but 
also because of a number of bequests received by Institutes during the year. A donation 
from Google to Professor Vincent Hayward, Leverhulme Visiting Professor hosted by the 
Institute of Philosophy of £300K to support his research project related to HandtoHand 
Remote Deafblind Tactile Communication” is particularly worthy of note. The hardware 
components were donated by UPMC (Université Pierre et Marie Curie) as the result of 
previous research) and by the University of California Santa Barbara.  
  

4%

36%

35%

9%

1%
6%

3%
6%

Figure 32: Income Distribution

Donations

HEFCE

Other

Research

Research Training

RPF

RPF/R

Sponsorship

Teaching



School of Advanced Study Metrics, 2016-17 

35 

 

 

 

 

Research income per FTE increased by 12% (from £38.9K recorded in 2015-16 to £44K in 
2016-17) despite the increase in the number of SAS-Funded FTE (from 44% recorded in 
2015-16 to 51.74 in 2016-17). 

As noted in Fig. 31, Other income covers a number of income streams. RPF income 
includes pay or non-pay recoveries, some of which can also be attributed to research but 
cannot be separated out easily. These areas increased by 77% (from £214K in 2015-16 to 
from £432.9K in 2016-17), continuing the trend recorded in the last report (increase of 82% 
from £121k in 2014-15 to £214k in 2015-16). Digital income includes IHR’s work with 
external customers which increased by 11% from £102K in 2015-16 to £113K in 2016-17. 
Events income generally decreased as the number of events decreased. Events grants were 
down to £131.7K compared to £218K recorded in 2015-16, and events income based on 
events fees were down from £246.5K to £141K, back to the level recorded in 2014-15. 
Research Training income, outside the research training grant income, increased by 11% 
(from £132K in 2015-16 to £147K in 2016-17), continuing on the positive trend recorded in 
the last report (16% increase from £111k in 2014-15 to £132K).  
 

 

Table 25 - External funding Analysis
Research Income* SAS-funded FTE 

(relevant staff only) 
Research Income per 

FTE 
£2.267m* 51.74 £43,761K 

*income spend in year, include HEFCE Catalyst Fund and networking 
grants. 
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