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Key Performance Indicator Summary  

KPI 1: Increase in quality, range and impact of activities including networks, events, 
publications, fellowships, collaborations and new initiatives, contributing to the 
School’s RPF and public engagement agendas.  

ACHIEVED: 

• 68% of the School’s entire programme (1356 events) demonstrated some 
engagement with the public, compared to 49% (1036) in 2014-15 

• Subscribers to SAS events podcasts increased by 30% from 6,562 in 2014-15 to 
9,399 in 2015-16 

• Over 71K people engaged with SAS tweets in various ways including over 10K of 
retweets, 7K of likes, 23K of users clicking on SAS links. 

• In 2015-16 the School recorded 356 media appearances by the School members 
(fellows and staff alike). This represents a 42% increase since 2014-15 (from 205). 
SAS media appearances also reached over 405.5m people, which represents a 43% 
increase from 2014-15 which recorded (231.6m people).  

 
KPI 2: Increase in range, use and impact of specialized digital research tools/services 
and number of partner institutions collaborating on digital humanities. 

ACHIEVED: 

• Total of visits increased by 5% (from 23.1m in 2014-15) and total unique visitors also 
increased by 12% since 2014-15 from 10.9m. 

• The number of downloads increased by 20% (from 8m in 2014-15) and the number 
of users streaming and browsing our podcasts also increased by 40% (from 64K in 
2014-15). 

KPI 3: Continuation, encouragement and recognition of the contribution made by 
research in Strategically Important and Vulnerable Subjects (SIVs) is assessed 
qualitatively in the 2015-16 Annual Review. 
 
KPI 4: Increase in number and range of researchers who make use of the libraries, 
improvement in facilities and user satisfaction: 

ACHIEVED: 

• For the second year in a row, the number of visits made by persons from private 
sector bodies increased by 23% ; 

• The number of registrations) from the private sector increased by 51%; 
• SAS’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2016 recorded a high satisfaction rate, 

including a very high satisfaction rate for IALS for the third year running which 
recorded a satisfaction rate of 95.3%. 

  



School of Advanced Study Metrics, 2015-2016 

3 

KPI 5: Assurance that academic outputs are verifiably of the highest quality and 
internationally recognised 

• This KPI is currently being assessed by an external panel conducting the School’s 
first triennial Research Quality Assurance Exercise. 

KPI 6: Growth in provision and delivery of research training  

ACHIEVED: 

• Footfall has increased since 2014-15 by 17% (from 5910 to 6910).  
• Research Training platforms which include PORT (Postgraduate online research 

training for postgraduate studies in the humanities) have recorded a 34 % increase in 
page views from 79K in 2014-15 

 
KPI 7: Maintenance of the quality of teaching, learning and supervision with external 
endorsement 
 
STATIC 

• PTES 2016 results show that overall students’ satisfaction remained stable but the 
percentage of students who ‘definitely agree’ that they are satisfied with the overall 
quality of the course increased 37% in 2014, to 47% in 2015. 

KPI 8: Increase in external income (non HEFCE) by 10% over 4 years with efficiency 
gains across the administrative cost base to achieve sustainability 

ACHIEVED  

• HEFCE’s percentage of SAS turnover represents 40% of SAS turnover, a further 4% 
down from 2014-15 
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1. Promotion and facilitation:  

• Events 
 
The total number of events is broadly stable at about 2000 events in 2015-16.  

Seminars were the largest component by an order of 
magnitude and increased by 10% (from 1222 in 2014-
15). Lectures decreased by 31% (122 in 2014-15), 
conferences by 39% (from 169), and workshops by 16% 
(from 67 in 2014-15). The decrease of the number of 
other events (from 493 in 2014-15) is explained by the 
re-categorized of library events as part of the Research 
Training programme.  
 
 
Reflecting this year’s programme, 71% (1,433 events) 
were interdisciplinary (an increase from 62% (1,288) in 2015-16), and contributed to the 
School’s interdisciplinary agenda. 68% of the School’s events programme (1,433 events) 
demonstrated some engagement with the public, compared to the 49% (1,036) in 2014-
15. Collaborative events represented 42% (842) of the entire programme of events (an 
increase from 36% recorded in 2014-15), often with more than one collaborators. The 
number of collaborators were therefore split: 53% (709) were organisations within the Higher 
Education sector (including SAS institutes), and 47% (626) were organizations outside the 
Higher Education sector, from both public and private sectors as well as individuals such as 
artists. 
  

Table 1- Type and Number of Events 

Seminars 1355 
Lectures 93 
Conferences 58 
Workshops 122 
Other events 379 
Total 2007* 
Joint Events 842 

*do not include internal fellows events or fellows' seminar talks 
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The School events footfall has remained relatively 
stable over the last three years, with over 60K of 
participants for the third year running. A majority (Fig 
2), came from outside London (41% from the Rest 
of the UK and 11% from the Rest of the World).  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
While physical attendance was drawn mostly from the UK, the number of streams and 
downloads as noted on Table 3, is much higher from outside the UK, indicating a large 
digital reach worldwide. Over 3000 podcasts were 
made available. The School holds about 140 
collections on ITunes and 20 playlists on YouTube (an 
increase from 117 collections and 18 playlists reported 
in 2014-15). In the year, each ITunes Collection held 
about 30 podcasts while YouTube, including the 
Warburg Institute Channel, held over 2,350 videos in 
playlists, 1000 of which were shared in the year (nearly 
twice as much as in 2014-15 when 596 videos were 
shared).  

In 2015-16, Streaming activities increased by 23% on 
the previous year (from 18.9K in 2014-15), Browsing 
increased by 47% (from 43.8K in 2014-15), and 

Table 2- Footfall 
Origin Speakers Participants 
UoL 1,411 15,136 
London 702 13,719 
Rest of the UK 1,958 24,266 
Rest of World 1,986 4,761 

Total 6,057 57,882 

Table 3 - Podcasts 
Total Downloads 53,549  
Downloads are separated from total record 
views, as once downloaded, they can be 

viewed more than once without being 
logged 

Streams 24,707  
Browsing 83,396  

Visits/Views 128,458 
(over 500K watch 

time minutes) 
Total Record Views 236,561 
  
Total Subscribers 9,558 
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downloads by 22% (from 41.6K in 2014-15). The number of subscribers also increased by 
31% (from 6,262 in 2014-15). Figures do not include usage on Instagram or Flickr. 
 
 
In 2015-16, the Institute of Modern Languages featured for the first time at the top of the 
collections of SAS podcast. 
 
Table 4 - Top Collections  Number of Downloads 
Institute of Modern Languages Research 18,269 
British History in the Long Eighteenth Century 6,833 
Literature Studies  3,963 
Language Studies  2,356 
German Philosophy Seminar Series 2,226 
Philosophy  2,044 
Institute of English Studies 1,866 
Centre for the History of Arabic Studies in Europe (CHASE) 1,639 
Cultural Studies  1,582 
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• Research training provision and delivery 

The number of research training events held in 2015-16 remains stable compared to 
2014-15 (from 279 to 264 in 2015-16). Events vary in format from one-to-one sessions to 
curriculum-led as well as graduate-led workshops and seminars. Events now also include 
library tours and inductions.  
 

 

 

As noted in Table 5, 87% (229 events) were disciplinary. 9% (24 events) were joint ventures, 
68% (52 events) were held in collaboration with non-HEI organizations.  
 

These figures above do not include the training organized with LAHP, the London Arts and 
Humanities Partnership or with 
the Bloomsbury Postgraduate 
Skills Network. LAHP 
organized 34 training sessions 
and; 60% who attended were 
non-LAHP students from the 
LAHP partners (Fig 4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footfall increased since 2014-15 by 17% (from 5910 to 6910). Library events are now  

included in the research training programme. 
The IP Summer School attracted over 100 
applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 5- Research Training Programme 
Category of Event Number of Events Disciplinary Interdisciplinary 
Research Training 254 224 30 
Summer Schools 10 5 5 

Table 6 - Footfall 
Origin Speakers Participants 
UoL 368 4,750 
London 84 498 
Rest of the UK 117 655 
Rest of the World 50 388 

Total 619 6,291 
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Research Training platforms which include PORT (Postgraduate online research training 
for postgraduate studies in the humanities) 
recorded a 53 % increase in page views from 
79K in 2014-15.  
 
 
 
 
The users of the School research training platforms are equally split between the UK and the 
Rest of the World as noted in Fig 5, overall representing a 20% increase of UK users (from 
42,931 in 2014-15), a 34% increase of EU users (from 7883 in 2014-15), and a 48% 
increase from outside the EU (from 28,204 in 2014-15 to 54,693) 

   

Table 7 - Record Views of  
Research Training Platforms 

Visits 18,545 
Unique Users 12,254 
Page Views 120,516 
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Does not include 
Warburg Library's 

visitors who cannot 
yet be recorded 

individually 

2. Research support: 

• Usage of SAS Libraries 
 
Until now, reports focused mainly on the four SAS-run libraries: Legal, Classical, Historical 
and Warburg libraries. However, SAS has been working with Senate House Library which 
houses our Germanic, Latin American and Commonwealth collections, in addition to holding 
collections which have close links with the institutes of English and Philosophy, to work 
together to present some data related to the usage of these collections. HEFCE funding 
does support SAS Collections held in Senate House Library. 

Registrations to SAS libraries recorded a 6% decrease (from 18,050 in 2014-15). Visits 
however recorded a 2% increase (from 186,894 in 2014-15) and the number of loans have 
also increased by 8% (from 29,289).  
 

Table 8 - SAS Libraries’ usage 
  MPhil/P

hD 
Academi
c Staff 

MA 
Students 

Independ
ent 

Non-HEI - 
Private 
Sector 

Non-HEI - 
Public 
Sector 

Other Total 

Readers/Re
gistrations 

3,092 7,129 3,214 2,158 524 195 733 17,045 

Footfall 46,354 36,663 71,570 8,170 1,461 952 6,547 194,145 
Loans 10,108 5,088 14,686 2,026 553 0 60 31,991 
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Non-HE users (who come from the private sector in particular and pay for the use of our 
Libraries) increased across the board: the number of registrations increased by 51% (from 
300 in 2014-15), the number of footfalls increased by 25% (from 1,236 in 2014-15). In 
addition, loans made by academic staff increased by 26% (from 3,736 in 2014-15), and 
loans made by PhD students increased by 57% (from 4,393 in 2014-15). The number of 
visits made by independent scholars increased by 11% since 2014-15 (from 7,287), who 
also borrowed much more in the year, recording 2,026 loans (compared to 509 in 2014-15). 
 
 
Geographically, as noted in Figure 10, the number of loans made outside SAS increased 
across all users: a 4% 
increase from University of 
London member institutions 
can be noted (22,563 in 
2014-15), a 48% increase of 
users within the rest of 
London and the UK (from 
2,446 in 2014-15), and an 
18% increase in users from 
overseas (from 1,446 in 
2014-15).  

 
 
 
 
 
Not all items in Senate House Library are loanable. The figures in Table 9 represent usage 
in 2015-16 and indicate that SAS Collections are used overwhelmingly by the academic 
community outside SAS, in particular by the Federation’s member institutions. We intend to 
review the figures next year to establish a usage pattern. 
 

 

 
 

 

All SAS-run institute libraries undertook a Library Reader Satisfactory Survey during 
2015-16. The results are extremely positive as noted below: 

- The IALS’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2016 revealed a very high overall 
satisfaction rate of 95.3% (those who indicated they were either often or usually 
satisfied) compared to 94.2% in 2015. ’Highest-rated services included electronic 
training sessions (92.1%), range of journals (90.2%), range of electronic journals and 
databases (90%).  

Table 9 - SAS Collection held in Senate House Library – Number of Loans 
  UOL Loans SAS Loans "other" loans Total 
Commonwealth Collection 35 6 7 48 
Germanic Collection 125 171 28 324 
Americas Collection  205 40 72 317 
Total 365 217 107 689 
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- The results of the ICS’ Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2016 showed an overall 
satisfaction rate of 67.07%. 

- The results of the IHR’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey 2016, to which 136 
people responded revealed that 53% (60 people) were very satisfied overall, while a 
further 42% (48 people) were satisfied. 

- The results of the Warburg’s Library Reader Satisfaction Survey, in which 616 
took part showed that 54% of the respondents were very satisfied by the services, 
facilities and range of materials available, with in particular 71% satisfied with the 
range of books and 81% with the helpfulness of library staff. 

• SAS Libraries’ Collections  

 

 

SAS libraries stock increased by 1% (from 950,697 in 2014-15), a continuing trend of the last 
three years. Electronic resources also increased by 2% (from 10,354 in 2014-15), which 
includes the number of electronic journal collections which increased by 25% from 423 in 
2014-15.  
 

 

SAS additions of books and pamphlets were recorded 
at a little over 8,000. SAS-Libraries’ catalogue entries recorded 
a 56% increase from (23,235 reported in 2014-15). The additions are mostly records edited. 
The number of acquisitions decreased by 5% (from 10,553 in 2014-15). Additions focused 
mainly on Books and Pamphlets (81%) while Periodical titles represented 21%.There were 
fewer withdrawals this year than in 2014-15 with only 194 compared to 2,869 in 2014-15. 

 

Table 10 - Physical Stock 
Books and Pamphlets Serial Volumes Microfilms  Microfiches Cassettes Total 

702,615 207,377 5,008 44,885 204 960,089 

Table 11 - Electronic Resources 

Electronic 
Databases 

Electronic 
Journal 

Collections 

Electronic 
Books 

Electronic 
Primary 

Resources 

CD-ROMs - 
stand alone 

CD-ROMs - 
networked 

DVDs Total 

65 566 1,580 7,115 880 312 82 10,600 

Table 12 - Acquisitions 
By gift by purchase by exchange Total 

2,781 6,615 624 10,020 

Withdrawals not taken into account above 

Table 13 - Catalogue Entries 

New Records Records Edited Total 
7,439 45,797 53,236 

Table 14 - Diversification of Resources (print vs digita   
Spent on 

Print £ 
Spent on 
Digital £ 

Total 
£ 

Total for SAS  912,884 211,335 1,124,219 
Total for SHL 
including co-mingled 
collections 

545,895 275,254.7 821,149.7 
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• Number and Use of Digital Resources and Services 

While the number of resources (around 230, which do not include Library databases) 
remained relatively unchanged between 2014-15 and 2015-16, we continue to see an 
increase in the number of blogs run by institutes, from 25 in 2014-15 to 33 in 2015-16.  
 

*include browsing 

While the number of page views decreased by 12% (from 97.3m in 2014-15), the number of 
visits was up by 5% (from 23.1m in 
2014-15) and the number of unique 
visitors also increased by 12% 
since 2014-15 (from 10.9m), which 
represents an increase of new 
users overall. The number of 
downloads also increased by 22% 
(from 8m in 2014-15) and the 
number of users streaming 
(including browsing) our podcasts 
also increased by 40% (from 64K 
in 2014-15 as reported earlier).  

Downloads of particular resources 
available at the School such as 
papers on our institutional 
repository SAS-Space, images via the Iconographic collection of the Warburg Institute all 
continue to show very high numbers. The Warburg Institute’s library digitised books recorded 
over 2m of downloads, an increase of 83% since 2014-15 from 360K; SAS-Space recorded 
over 700K , an increase of 20% since 2014-15, from 622K), and Philbites, recordings of top 
philosophers interviewed on bite-sized topics, 3.8m of downloads   

Table 15- Number of Record Views 

Total Visits Total Unique Visitors Total Page Views Total Streams* Total Downloads 
24,398,991 12,479,627 86,883,928 108,103 10,014,435 
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Where we can monitor the number of subscribers, as for our podcasts, we have noticed an 
increase of 31% (from 
6,562 in 2014-15 to 9,558 
in 2015-16), as reported 
under section 1 – Events 
podcasts. 

Activities of our social media platforms increased since 2014-15, the number of Likes of SAS 
Pages on Facebook (FB) increased by 30% (from 32K in 2014-15) and the number of 
followers on our Twitter (TW) accounts by 22% (from 53K followers in 2014-15).  In 2015-16, 
SAS overall recorded 5.4m of Twitter impressions or times a user is served a tweet in 
timeline or search results, demonstrating the School’s efforts to engage with the wider 
community. Over 71K people (representing an engagement rate of 1-2%) engaged with SAS 
tweets. People engaged with SAS announcements in various ways including over 10K of 
retweets, 7K of likes, and 23K of users clicking on SAS links. 

SAS Facebook pages averaged nearly 539K of ‘lifetime’ likes and over 66K impressions 
were associated with our Pages. Nearly 2,000 people engaged with SAS Pages on a weekly 
basis, while over 28,072 people saw the content associated with our Pages also weekly. 
Daily count of fans online averaged 23.4K over the year and over 15K shared our stories 
throughout the year. Female and male viewers between 25 and 44 were the most common 
group to interact with our pages (33% and 33% respectively).  Social media engagement 
confirms a much wider reach beyond the UK and Europe, including Latin America and 
Commonwealth countries. 
 
 
  

Table 16 – Number of Subscriptions 

Total Subscribers Total Likes (Facebook) Total Followers (Twitter) 

38,835 48,567 68,854 
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• Range of Digital Resources and Services 
 

The School has a very wide range of resources and services, which continued to be popular.  
 

 
 
Some examples include:  
 

- BAILII, the British and Irish Legal 
Information Institute (full-text online 
legislation and case law hosted by 
BAILII at IALS), 48m of page views  
- The Warburg Institute’s 
iconography database, 626K of page 
views 
- The Institute of Historical 

Research’s project websites, 
2.5m 

- PhilEvents, the Institute of 
Philosophy’s calendar of 
academic events and calls for 
papers in philosophy worldwide, 
continued to reach 1m page 
views, PhilPapers recorded 
14.4m of page views, increases 
of 5-10% year on year. 

  

Table 17- Type of Resource Number Page Views % of total page 
views 

Informational website (core sites, societies) 50 7,183,624 8.27% 
Community building site (social sites) 44 25,028 0.03% 
Blogging Website 33 153,577 0.18% 
Library Catalogue / Directory 11 1,576,860  1.81% 

Teaching/Learning resource 4  547,502 0.63% 
Research project website (active) 32  2,905,895  3.34% 
Archived website 12  268,483 0.31% 

E-journal 8  1,364,089 1.57% 
Research training resource 7  120,516 0.14% 
E-repository 8  14,508,827  16.70% 

Videosharing 3  (see Streaming and browsing) 
Database (holding data) 15  58,229,527  67.02% 

Total 227 86,883,928 100% 
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• SAS Publishing: books and monographs 
 
69% (19) of the titles published in 2015-16 
were disciplinary, 43% (12) were edited 
books, 32% (9) were monographs, and 25% 
(7) were other scholarly works. Mostly 
published in paperback as noted in Fig 25, 
1,318 copies were sold, which represents a 
decrease of 7% from 2014-15 (which recorded 1,546 copies sold). Sales totalled £18.6K 
overall, a substantial decrease of 56% from 2014-15 which recorded a total net figure of 
£28.9K). This can be explained in part by the lower demand for a previous bestseller 
published by the IHR -  French in London. Institutes also sold 4,026 backlist titles, which 
represents a 6% increase from 2014-15 (which recorded 3,781 copies) but worth only 
£78.3K compared to £103.3K of publication sales recorded in 2014-15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• SAS Publishing: journals  

The School manages 12 journals (same as in 2014-15) and 69 issues were published in 
2015-16, a decrease of 4% since 2014-15 (from 72). 50% of our journals are 
interdisciplinary, 33% (4) Open Access and 67% (8) in digital form. Subscribers are 
overwhelmingly from outside the UK: the number of individual subscribers remained 
relatively stable since 2014-15 while the number of institutional subscribers increased by 
12%. 
 

Table 19 - SAS Journals  

Number of 
Journals 

Published 
Solely by SAS 

Published Jointly with 
another publisher 

Published by another 
publisher on behalf of SAS 

Published by another 
publisher on behalf of the 

Institute 
12 3 1 3 4 

Table 18 - SAS Publishing 

Number of Titles published 28 
Solely by SAS Publishing 23 
Jointly with another publisher 3 
By another publisher on behalf of SAS 2 
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E-journals’ usage shows 1.36m page views in 2015-16, a decrease of 10% (from 1.49m in 
2014-15). E-journal’s downloads decreased by 24% (from 107K since 2014-15), the number 
of unique users remained relatively stable still above the overall average of the last 3 years 
(of 780k) and the number of visits also remained steady. 

 
Table 20 - E-journals 

Downloads Page views Unique Users Visits 
87,169  1,364,089 792,155 998,229 

 

  



School of Advanced Study Metrics, 2015-2016 

17 

• Fellowships  
 

The School fellowship schemes aim to provide a 
supportive and well-resourced research 
environment for scholars at all levels and from all 
around the world. In 2015-16, the number of visiting 
fellows decreased by 32% (from 127 in 2014-15). 
654 researchers, students, other scholars and 
experts in their fields were associated with the 
School in some form, representing a decrease of 
4% since 2014-15 (from 678). This is explained by 
the change in definition of fellows implemented in 
2014-15. 
 

While visiting and other fellows are overwhelmingly from outside the UK, the rest of the SAS 
fellows’ are mostly from the UK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All fellows contribute to the School’s programme of activities, and our visiting fellows were 
more active in 2015-16 than in previous years. For example, the School recorded a ratio of 
2.43 outputs per visiting fellow during the year, which represents an increase of 39% from 
the 1.78 ratio recorded in 2014-15. Despite the decrease in number of fellows, the School 
has recorded a total of 243 outputs for 100 fellows against 226 for 127 fellows in 2014-15. 
Outputs include 161 events at the School or outside the School as representative of the 
School. 
  

Table 21 - Fellows 
Type Number 
Visiting Fellows 100 
Honorary Fellows 93 
Research Fellows 107 
Associate Fellows 320 
Visiting Students 52 
Other 114 
Total 786 
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3. Teaching  

In 2015-16, 93 PGT students registered at the School, which represents a 23% drop from 
114 registered students in 2014-15. 64 were UK, 12 from the EU, and 17 from overseas. 

 
 

 

 

 

HRC - Recruitment to the MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies has 
increased well beyond initial targets and the institute registered an 82% increase in the 
number of applications over the year. 

 
 

Table 23 -MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration 
Studies (headcount) 

UK 20 
Rest of EU 34 
Rest of World 69 
Total headcount shared with UoLIA 123 

 
Views of StudyOnline, SAS Virtual Learning Environment recorded an increase of 33% (from 
23,509 in 2014-15 to 35,278 in 2015-16). 

 

  

Table 22 - Number of Postgraduate Students (headcount) 

UK EU Overseas 
Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing 

21 41 2 7 4 1 12 5 0 

Table 24- Record Views of  
Teaching/Learning Resources 

Visits  694,951  
Unique Users  350,23  
Page Views  547,502  
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53 students responded to the Postgraduate National Taught Student Survey, representing 
over 50% of this year’s cohort, a much higher rate than the national response rate of 31.2% 
for PTES 2016. 74% of SAS students were overall satisfied with the quality of the course 
(47% definitely agree, 26% mostly agree). While the most positive responses (‘definitely 
agree’) were higher than the national average and the Russell group results. 

 

While no significant movement has been noticed nationally from 83.6% in 2014 to 83.2% in 
2015 and 2016, the SAS results do represent a slight decrease from 2015, which recorded 
77% overall satisfaction rate. However a change of emphasis can be noted as there are 
many students who ‘definitely agree’ that they were satisfied with the overall quality of the 
course (from 37% in 2014, to 47% in 2015).  
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4. Quality of SAS Research Base:  
• Staff Research 

 

In 2015-16, SAS recorded over 400 publications 
produced by staff and research fellows. Mainly single-
authored works (73% or 322), the highest number of 
publications remain journal articles and chapters (132 
(or 30%) and 121 (or 27%) respectively. 23% (103) of 
these scholarly works were the result of externally 
funded projects and 27% of the journal articles (30) 
were made available on open access. 
 

• Extreme energy, ‘fracking’ and human rights: a new 
field for human rights impact assessments? The 
International Journal of Human Rights, 2015 , 
Damien Short,  Jessica Elliot, Kadin Norder, Edward 
Lloyd-Davies, Joanna Morley  

 

• Digital Classics Outside the Echo-Chamber, 
Gabriel Bodard, Matteo Romanello (eds.), 2016  

 

Staff and Fellows continued to generate other outputs in 2015-16 to promote and facilitate 
research. About 300 outputs registered in the year included talks, keynote speeches, radio 
and TV interviews, whether linked to personal research, to the externally-funded project they 
are leading or collaborating on, or the consultancy for which their particular expertise was 
sought. 46% (139) occurred locally (London – M25), 15% (45) across the UK, and 38% (113) 
internationally.   

Table 25 - Publications by members of 
staff and fellows 

Monographs 32 
Edited works 43 

Chapters in Books 121 
Journal Articles 132 
Articles 34 
Conference Papers 23 
Other Scholarly works 56 
Total 441 

61 Tweeters 
20 Mendeley 

1 book reviewer - 1 blog - 
2 FB pages 

5 Mendeley - 1 CiteULike 
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In 2015-16 SAS recorded 356 media appearances of School members (fellows and staff). 
This represents a 
42% increase since 
2014-15 (from 205). 
SAS media 
appearances also 
reached over 
405.5m people, 
which represents a 
43% increase from 
2014-15 (231.6m 
people).  

 

 

 

 

• PhD registrations 2015 

Overall the number of PhD students increased by 17% (from 118 in 2014-15). UK Full time 
students numbers increased by 16% (from 26 in 2014-15 to 31), EU full time student 
numbers increased by 24% (from 16 in 2014-15 to 21) and full time students from overseas 
increased by 17% (from 29 in 2014-15 to 35). The proportion of students at SAS is higher 
from outside the UK than from within the UK. 62 PGR are from the UK, 36 from the EU, and 
44 from overseas. 
 

 

 

 

There was no postgraduate research survey held in 2016. The expected average completion 
rate for 2015-16 is 4.8 years. 

2015-16 PGR cohort included three students 
funded through LAHP (London Arts and 
Humanities Partnership). We are pleased to say 
that another 5 were successful in the 2015-16 
LAHP competition.  

Table 26-Number of Postgraduate Research Students (headcount) 
UK EU Overseas 

Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing 
Up 

Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing Full 
Time 

Part 
Time 

Writing 
Up 

31 20 11 21 9 6 35 0 9 
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• External research grant performance: Applications, Awards, Success 
rate  

The School was very active in 2015-2016, writing and submitting grant proposals.  
 

Table 27 -Number of applications 
Registered* Submitted  

(No result yet) 
Unsuccessful Successful Success 

Rate** 
SAS PI SAS 

Co-I 
SAS 

sole PI 
72*** 8 47 17 25% 10 14 48 

*Does not include 11 applications which were withdrawn in the year. 
** Current estimate as we are still awaiting results of 8 applications. 
*** This represents 1.62 grant applications per relevant FTE (44.5) 

 
The School’s success rate has increased since 2014-15 (recorded at 21% in December 
2015 and then at 26% in June 2016 once all the results were in).  

 
Grants submitted totalled less than in 2014-15 but 
awards obtained in 2015-16 were about double the 
2014-15 total. 82% (£2.83m) of the funding awarded 
will remain at SAS with the rest allocated or disbursed 
to collaborators. Compared to 2014-15 which recorded 
£37.4K of research awards secured in the year per 
relevant FTE (38.76), the award amount per FTE has 
increased by 43%. 

Table 28 - Funding Analysis 
Funding sought £19.1m 
Funding awarded £2.9m 
Total funding awarded vs 
funding sought 

15% 

SAS-funded FTE (relevant 
academic staff only) 

44.5 

Funding Awarded per FTE £65.6K 
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• Total Income (turn-over 2015-16)  

HEFCE percentage of SAS turnover continued to decrease (from 51% in 2013-14, to 44% in 
2014-15, and now 40% in 2015-16). This KPI has been achieved two years ahead of 
schedule. 
 

The School has registered a 13% increase of total income, a continuing trend since 2013-14 
(from 17.7m in 2013-14 to 19.2m in 2014-15, to £21.8m in 2015-16). This year, research 
income decreased by 11% (from £1.93m in 2014-15 to 1.7m in 2015-16), though non-
Research income increased by 30% increase (from £8.78m to £11.42m) (including RPF and 
teaching).  
 

Catalyst Fund funds the Human Mind Project for 2 and a half year 
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As noted in Fig 27, Other operating income covers for example photocopying fees and 
royalties. Other RPF income covers pay or non-pay recoveries, some of which can also be 
attributed to research but cannot be separated out easily. They however increased by 82% 
from £121k in 2014-15 to £214k. Digital income includes the hosting contracts the IHR has 
with external customers. Subscriptions from colleges increased by 4% since 2014-15 from 
£925k to £964k. Events income includes seminars and workshops income which increased 
by 34% from £157k in 2014-15 to £246k while conference income also part of Events 
income category increased by 14% from £87,000 in 2014-15 to £101,000. Research Training 
income, outside the research training grant income, increased by 16% from £111k in 2014-
15 to £132K.  Donations increased by 23% from £334k to £432k. 

 

Table 28 - External funding Analysis 
Research Income Other Operating 

income 
SAS-funded FTE 

(relevant staff only) 
Research Income per 

FTE 
£1.73m* £10.29m** 44.5 £38.9K 

*include HEFCE Catalyst Fund. 
**include all RPF external funding, UoL investment fund and UoL grant, endowments and interest 
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