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HUMAN

About SAS

Championing the cause 
of humanities research 

in the UK and providing 
world-class support to 
individuals, networks 

and organisations 
conducting  

humanities research, 
nationally and 
internationally.
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About SAS

The School of Advanced 
Study (SAS) is a national 
centre for the promotion 
and support of research 
in the humanities. SAS, 

its member institutes and 
specialist centres offer 
unparalleled resources, 
facilities and academic 
opportunities across a 
wide range of subject 

areas for the benefit of the 
national and international 

scholarly community

The School of  
ADVANCED 

STUDY
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Institute of  
Advanced  
Legal Studies

The Institute of Advanced 
Legal Studies (IALS) conducts 
and supports legal research 
in its broadest sense, both 
nationally and internationally. 
Founded in 1947, it houses 
specialist research centres 
and innovative partnerships 
and is home to an active 
community of researchers, 
fellows and postgraduate 
students. It promotes new 
research agendas in specialist 
and interdisciplinary areas of  
law that directly impact policy 
and practice. It provides 
research training and online 
services, a meeting place 
for organisations and legal 
scholars from around the 
world, one of the world’s great 
legal research libraries and a 
busy programme of seminars 
and public events.

Institute of  
Classical Studies 

The Institute of Classical 
Studies (ICS) is the national 
centre for the promotion 
and facilitation of research 
in Classics and related 
disciplines throughout the UK 
and abroad. Founded in 1953, 
it runs an extensive events 
programme, comprising seven 
seminar series, guest lectures, 
workshops, conferences and 
public events. The ICS also 
publishes a Bulletin (BICS) with 
a supplement series, hosts 
web resources for the national 
Classics community and 
(together with the Hellenic and 
Roman Societies) manages 
a major research library. 
The ICS also hosts research 
projects, offers graduate 
teaching and training and 
is the meeting place for the 
UK’s main classical societies.

Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies 

The Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies 
(ICwS) sits at the crossroads 
of research, policy, human 
rights practice and 
international relations. 
Its vision is that people 
around the world, including 
throughout the modern 
Commonwealth, live in 
societies grounded in 
democracy, human rights and 
the rule of law. The Institute 
contributes towards this vision 
by bringing people together to 
develop effective, evidence-
based policy solutions to 
the challenges facing the 
Commonwealth; supporting 
the Commonwealth’s global 
network of civil society; 
engaging with Commonwealth 
stakeholders, including 
its member countries; 
and offering ground-
breaking Masters courses 
in human rights, including 
by distance learning. The 
Institute strives to achieve 
its mission through a culture 
of integrity, professionalism, 
inclusion, diversity, innovation 
and collaboration.
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SCHOOL

About SAS

Institute of  
Languages, Cultures  
and Societies (ILCS)

The Institute of Languages, 
Cultures and Societies (ILCS) 
supports research in the 
integrated study of languages, 
cultures, and societies. 
Though its strengths reside 
primarily within the fields of 
French and Francophone, 
German, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Latin 
American/Caribbean studies, 
it supports the transnational 
study of languages and 
cultures while seeking to 
advance connections with 
organisations that focus 
on cultural and linguistic 
experience in other global 
contexts. Its staff’s expertise 
bridges literary, historical, 
ethnographic, and digital 
research, with a particular 
emphasis on postcolonial and 
migration studies, and the 
environmental humanities.

Institute of Historical 
Research 

The Institute of Historical 
Research (IHR) was founded 
in 1921. It is dedicated to 
training the next generation 
of historians and to producing 
and facilitating ambitious, 
innovative historical research. 
The institute helps foster 
public understanding of 
history and its social, cultural 
and economic importance, 
advocating for the long-
term future of the discipline 
and supporting its growth 
and development. It offers 
a wide range of services 
both onsite and remotely 
that facilitate excellence in 
historical research, teaching 
and scholarship in the UK 
through its library, events 
programmes, fellowships, 
training and publications. The 
IHR promotes the study of 
people and locality through 
its Centre for the History of 
People, Place and Community 
and, through its History and 
Policy unit, promotes better 
public policy through a greater 
understanding of history. 

Institute of  
English Studies 

The Institute of English Studies 
(IES) is an internationally 
renowned research centre 
specialising in the history 
of the book, manuscript 
and print studies, textual 
scholarship, digital editing 
and new critical approaches 
to literary history. Founded 
in 1999, the IES hosts major 
collaborative research 
projects, provides research 
training in book history and 
palaeography and facilitates 
new and emerging research 
in all areas of English studies. 
In addition to an extensive 
events programme, the 
IES offers postgraduate 
programmes and summer 
school courses. Its mission 
is to: promote advanced 
study and research in English 
studies in the wider national 
and international academic 
community; facilitate 
academic discussion and the 
exchange of ideas; provide 
a centre for excellence in 
English language, literature, 
palaeography and the 
history of the book; offer 
opportunities that promote 
excellence in English 
studies by means of events, 
fellowships, research training, 
consultancy and publications. 
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SCHOOL

Institute of Philosophy 

The Institute of Philosophy (IP), 
founded in 2005, promotes 
and supports high-quality 
research in philosophy, making 
it available to the widest 
possible audience both inside 
and outside the UK academic 
community. It is home to four 
active research centres: the 
Centre for the Study of the 
Senses, the Centre for Logic 
and Language, the Centre 
for Research in Experimental 
Aesthetics, Technology and 
Engineering (CREATE) and the 
Centre for Olfactory Research 
and Applications (CORA). The 
institute’s open approach 
to philosophical enquiry 
sees its academic staff 
regularly engage in projects 
spanning many disciplines 
and work with a diverse set 
of collaborators including 
neuroscientists, chefs, medics, 
artists and filmmakers. The 
institute regularly hosts 
visiting overseas fellows 
and provides a crucible for 
innovative, international and 
multidisciplinary research.

The Warburg Institute 

The Warburg Institute is one 
of the world’s leading centres 
for studying the interaction 
of ideas, images and society. 
It was founded in Hamburg 
by the pioneering historian 
Aby Warburg (1866-1929) 
and was exiled to England in 
1933. Part of the University 
of London since 1944, it is 
dedicated to the survival 
and transmission of culture 
across time and space, 
with a special emphasis on 
the afterlife of antiquity. 
Its open-stack library, 
photographic collection and 
archive serve as an engine 
for interdisciplinary research, 
postgraduate teaching and 
a prestigious events and 
publication programme.

7ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022 HUMAN-TIES



VIEW 
FROM 
THE
TOP

v

In 2022 we focused 
on strengthening the 

themes outlined in 
the School’s strategic 

plan, ensuring that our 
activities are in line with 

our long-term vision
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The humanities have long been a 
catalyst for breakthroughs in knowledge, 
understanding and innovation. By exploring 
the complexities of the human experience, 
they provide a unique lens through which 
to view the world. Through rigorous 
research, critical thinking, and creative 
expression, the humanities encourage us 
to question established norms, challenge 
assumptions and seek new perspectives.

The last few years have demonstrated how 
important this spirit of resilience is, both 
globally and at the School of Advanced 
Study. Overcoming the challenges posed 
by the pandemic, the School has not 
only adapted but also discovered new 
opportunities to push the boundaries of 
knowledge and innovation in the humanities. 

In 2022 we focused on strengthening the 
themes outlined in the School’s strategic 
plan, ensuring that our activities are in line 
with our long-term vision, much of which was 
enabled by an uplift in funding from Research 
England. We have forged new partnerships 
and continue to build strong alliances across 
the arts and humanities sector. Our ongoing 
collaboration with the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council has opened up exciting 
opportunities, including a project to map 
the UK’s complex, and often hidden, arts 
and humanities research eco-system. The 
School has, for many years, innovated ways 
to connect researchers across boundaries 
and the Mapping the Arts and Humanities 
project (page 10) will provide a consolidated 
source of information to help us all find and 
connect with research activity more easily.

We have also been embracing the 
opportunities offered by the digital age.  
Our Digital Humanities Research Hub (DHRH) 
is developing and designing the research 
methods that will be needed by the next 
generation of humanities researchers, 
which can be seen in our new shared space 

Message from the Dean

for digitisation and experimentation, the 
MakerSpace (page 22). Meanwhile, through 
the UK-Ireland Digital Humanities Association, 
we are working to build a collaborative 
vision for the digital humanities and nurture 
sustainable long-term partnerships with 
sectors outside higher education.

Our practitioners in residence programme 
has thrived, providing a platform for 
creativity, exchange and collaboration. 
Based across several of our institutes, 
the practitioners have used this unique 
period in our global history to generate 
new ideas, question existing paradigms 
and inspire others. Their contributions 
have been invaluable for encouraging 
interdisciplinary dialogue and enriching our 
research and public engagement efforts. 

This annual review gives a snapshot of the 
breakthroughs and advancements that 
have shaped the School over the past year, 
as well as the exciting prospects that lie 
ahead. Misinformation on the humanities 
is rife in our societies and debates on its 
value are often constrained by outdated 
views on what it is and what it can be in 
the future. I hope this report helps reiterate 
our belief that the future of humanities 
research lies not only in preserving the rich 
heritage of our past but also in pushing the 
boundaries and exploring new frontiers.

Thank you for your continued support, 
and I trust that this report will inspire 
you as much as it has inspired us.

Professor Jo Fox 
Pro Vice-Chancellor Research & Engagement 
and Dean, School of Advanced Study
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Mapping the Arts and Humanities: uncovering 
hidden research infrastructure in the UK

News Review

In the spring, the School of Advanced 
Study was commissioned by the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) and Research England to map 
the UK’s arts and humanities research 
landscape. 
The project, called Mapping the Arts and 
Humanities, will capture the range of institutes, 
centres, and networks that support arts and 
humanities research across the country.

There is significant arts and humanities 
research infrastructure in the UK but much 
of this remains invisible, undiscoverable, and 
unconnected. By identifying this complex 
eco-system, and creating an interactive online 
map, the project will allow researchers to 
connect with potential collaborators outside 
of their existing networks and disciplines.

The project will also give insights into the 
UK’s research landscape to help funders and 
research councils identify existing strengths 
and areas that are in need of more support. 

With the map set to launch in late 
2023, the arts and humanities research 
community are currently being asked 
to contribute to the project database 
to ensure the extraordinary diversity of 
the research landscape is captured. 

humanities.org.uk

Review
NEWS 
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Researchers in the School of Advanced 
Study have developed a toolkit that will 
help limit the environmental impact of 
digital humanities research. The toolkit 
provides guidance on a range of climate-
related issues, from reducing the carbon 
footprint of digital practices, to designing 
research projects to be more sustainable and 
reducing day-to-day energy consumption. 

Dr Christopher Ohge, Senior Lecturer in Digital 
Approaches to Literature in the Institute of 
English Studies and the Digital Humanities 
Research Hub, led the Digital Humanities 
Climate Coalition (DHCC) Toolkit Action Group. 

Tackling the hidden environmental  
impact of digital research
An innovative toolkit aims to 
minimise the ecological footprint of 
digital humanities research. 

Digital technology is often overlooked as a 
significant contributor to climate change, 
but its environmental impact is growing. 
The DHCC toolkit sheds light on the hidden 
costs of digital research, highlighting that 
seemingly “free” actions like sending an email 
come with unseen consequences in terms 
of data transfer and energy consumption. 
By raising awareness of these issues, the 
toolkit aims to empower digital researchers to 
adopt environmentally conscious practices 
and foster changes in university policies.

The team hopes that the toolkit will not only 
enable individuals to reduce their own carbon 
impact but also inspire institutions to embrace 
sustainable approaches and cut power costs 
for both researchers and organisations.

11ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022 HUMAN-TIES



School of Advanced Study supports 
Future Leaders Fellows

News Review

In March 2022, a major partnership 
including the School of Advanced 
Study was awarded £3.4 million to 
develop approximately 500 research 
and innovation leaders from across 
the UK.
The second phase of the Future Leaders 
Fellows (FLF) Development Network will 
support 300 researchers and innovators 
appointed via rounds 4, 5 and 6 of the 
Future Leaders Fellowship scheme, 
UKRI’s flagship funding programme, as 
well as up to 200 additional Fellows.

Members of the Network have access to 
unique leadership training, mentoring, and 
engagement opportunities designed to help 
them maximise the impact of their research 
and spearhead cutting-edge innovation.

Boosting impact
SAS aims to support FLFs to expand the 
reach and impact of their research and 
to develop more academia-industry 
links through training and development 
events. Initiatives to date include:

•  A workshop on Attracting the Media to your 
Research, led by Professor Barry Smith and 
Professor Sarah Churchwell with Stephen 
Khan, Chief Editor of The Conversation 
and BBC Radio Producer Hester Cant.

•  A series of insight talks for the FLFs by 
Professor Graeme Reid (UCL) on Research 
and Policy Work in London, Edinburgh, Belfast, 
Cardiff, and Manchester, which included 
topics such as From Crowdsourcing to Citizen 
Science, Making the Most of Festivals and 
Building Partnerships, Working with the Media.

The second phase runs alongside the first 
FLF Development Network, established 
in October 2020 and of which SAS is also 
a partner, which supports 250 research 
and innovation leaders, including the 
first three rounds of appointed FLFs.
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Members of the 
Network have access 
to unique leadership 

training, mentoring, and 
engagement opportunities 

designed to help them 
maximise the impact  

of their research.
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IALS archive designated 
Accredited Archive Service 
by The National Archives
The Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies (IALS) specialist legal  
archive has been designated an 
“Accredited Archive Service” by  
The National Archives.
The award recognises the quality of the 
archive and the excellent management 
of the material deposited there. This 
includes the records of organisations and 
individuals connected with legal education, 
some of which had no institutional 
home previously or were at risk, as well 
as the records of the Institute itself.

The designation will enable the library to 
apply for external funding for conservation 
and cataloguing projects. The significant 
upgrade of the IALS Archive Room to 
national archive standards, which was 
part of the IALS Transformation Project, 
was key to achieving this recognition.

The award recognises the

quality and excellent management

of the IALS Archive

News Review

ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022HUMAN-TIES14



A Thousand Words for Weather

Photo credit Ricardo Rivas

Senate House Library hosted a unique 
climate change-related installation 
between June 2022 and March 2023. 
A Thousand Words for Weather was 
a specially commissioned sound 
installation that featured thousands 
of words for weather in ten languages 
commonly spoken across London.
A collaboration with writer Jessica J Lee and 
sound artist Claudia Molitor, the installation 
created a new multilingual ‘dictionary’ of 
words that explored the role of translation 
and generated a shared language to 
describe our changing experience of 
climate and the environment. To create 
the dictionary, Lee worked with seven UK-
based poets to translate ten words for 
the weather into ten languages: Arabic, 

Bengali, English, German, French, Mandarin, 
Polish, Spanish, Turkish, and Urdu.  

Spread across three floors of Senate House 
Library, visitors interacted with a series 
of listening posts, which using live data 
from the Met Office, altered the sound 
mix depending on the weather outside.

A ground-breaking alliance
The installation was the first project 
of a ground-breaking new alliance of 
artists and writers called World Weather 
Network, initiated by London-based arts 
organisation Artangel and 28 cultural 
organisations around the world. 

To accompany the installation, a series of 
events were coordinated by SAS featuring 
artists and writers discussing climate change 
and the importance of connecting across 
languages. These included a debate featuring 
bestselling novelist Jeanette Winterson 
and climatologist Professor Friederike 
Otto from Imperial College London.
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Human psychology is the 

pandemic misinformationcommon denominator in

SAS research on history of vaccine misinformation 
suggests ways to inform public health policy

Researchers reveal the historical 
roots of Covid-19 misinformation  
and the role of human psychology  
in how rumours are spread.

Research led by the School of Advanced 
Study, in collaboration with Durham 
University and Bath Spa University, traced 
the history of public health misinformation 
alongside an analysis of social media 
rumours in the UK about Covid-19 and 
the vaccination programme. The project, 
Covid Rumours in Historical Context, found 
historical precedents for rumours that began 
circulating at the peak of the pandemic.

The human psychology of rumours

The project compared a large sample of 
tweets relating to Covid-19 with a variety of 
historical sources dating back to the 16th 
century. These range from the politicising 
of the Quarantine Act of 1721 to Victorian 
anti-vaccination movements following 
the 1853 Vaccination Act and further Acts 
tightening enforcement in 1867 and 1871.

Historical attitudes to vaccination and other 
public health measures can provide invaluable 
insights about how people have responded to 
government interventions in the past, which 
can in turn be highly useful when planning 
present-day policy or predicting future trends.

Historical footprints of 
pandemic misinformation
While some aspects of pandemic 
misinformation may be unique to the 2020s 
– in particular, the speed, scale and scope 
of social media rumours – the historical 
record suggests strong continuities in the 
way Covid-19 rumours formed and spread. 
Repeated scapegoating, anti-elitism, 
and conspiratorial thinking surrounding 
pandemic diseases all point to human 
psychology as the common denominator.

The team’s findings suggest that policies 
seeking to mitigate rumours and conspiracy 
theories, rather than preventing them 
altogether, may have most success 
in combatting misinformation.

News Review
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An app that brings the Legend of Alderley 
Edge to life with wizards, knights and white 
horses was launched in December 2022 
as the result of a collaboration between 
the Institute of Historical Research and 
the Universities of Birmingham and 
Lincoln, alongside the National Trust.

The “Invisible Words” app enhances the visitor 
experience at the beauty spot – made famous 
through the fantasy novels of Alan Garner – as 
well as allowing people around the world to 
remotely explore the magic of the legend. 

Users can explore Alderley Edge with 
augmented reality wizards, knights and 
horses appearing throughout the landscape, 
specially commissioned soundscapes 
providing an atmospheric background. 
They can also explore mines underneath 
Alderley Edge from their own homes.

Professor Catherine Clarke, Invisible 
Worlds Project co-investigator, said:

“It’s been hugely exciting to discover the 
layers of history and story which make up 
Alderley Edge – both as a real geographical 
site, and as a place of imagination and legend. 
The National Trust have been keen to deepen 
and enrich visitors’ experience of the Edge –  
a real challenge as so much of what makes it 
special is invisible and hidden. Our app will 
help people explore the magic of Alderley 
Edge, and to have adventures of their own.”

Alderley Edge: invisible worlds
An augmented reality app  
invigorates visitor’s journeys at 
Alderley Edge and highlights the 
fantastical elements of the  
renowned landscape.
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People

Professor Kingsley 
Abbott
Announced as new 
Director of the Institute  
of Commonwealth Studies

Kingsley Abbott, who has more than 20 
years’ experience in international non-
governmental organisations, the United 
Nations and domestic legal practice, has 
been appointed as the as new Director of 
the Institute of Commonwealth Studies.

For the past nine years Kingsley has been 
based in Thailand where he served the 
International Commission of Jurists as 
the Director of Global Accountability and 
International Justice. During this time, he 
developed and led numerous human rights 
and rule of law initiatives in Asia and around 
the world. Prior to that, he worked as a Senior 
Legal Adviser at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal in 
Cambodia and as Trial Counsel in the Office 
of the Prosecutor at the Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon in the Hague. He started his career in 
his home country of Aotearoa (New Zealand), 
where he mainly practised as a criminal 
barrister under a leading King’s Counsel.

Kingsley will lead the Institute as it 
focuses particularly on current and future 
challenges confronting Commonwealth 
states and societies, building on the 
Institute’s established track record 
analysing historical trends and legacies.

“I am honoured to join the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies at such a pivotal 
moment in its distinguished history,” Kingsley 
said. “I look forward to further harnessing its 
incredible potential to develop key research 
and effective policy solutions to address the 
pressing challenges States are facing today, 
from rising contempt for universal human 
rights to catastrophic climate change.”

Discover the 
extraordinary individuals 
at the heart of the School 

of Advanced Study, whose 
talents and dedication 
are core to our success 
as a national centre for 
humanities research.

ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022HUMAN-TIES18



Dr Andrew  
Fairweather-Tall

Graeme Wise has joined the School of 
Advanced Study as Head of Engagement and 
Knowledge Exchange. His role is focused on 
promoting the connection of the school’s 
knowledge resources - expertise, research, 
skills and methods, collections - with people 
and organisations outside higher education.

In this role, Graeme will focus on 
embedding engagement practice across 
the humanities disciplines, as part of SAS's 
Research Professional Framework (RPF) 
role. He will also work to secure additional 
funding to build up SAS's capacity and 
the scope of what the School can offer.

As Head of Engagement and Knowledge 
Exchange, Graeme will be working to 
embed engagement within SAS’s next 
strategy and ensure it is backed by a strong 
range of projects delivering compelling 
engagement outcomes, building on the 
record established by the highly successful 
Being Human Festival, the school’s extensive 
links in the galleries, libraries and museums 
sector, and its support for creative 
practice in a wide range of settings. 

Graeme comes to SAS from UK Research 
and Innovation, where he worked on strategy 
development and knowledge exchange policy. 
He has also held positions at the University 
Alliance and the National Union of Students.

Andrew Fairweather-Tall joined the University 
of London in October 2022 to lead research 
support across all its departments and 
initiatives, including the School of Advanced 
Study, and to develop research partnerships 
across London and beyond. Educated at a 
state school in Liverpool, he read Modern 
History at the University of Oxford before 
completing a doctorate on the colonial 
administration’s education and labour policies 
in inter-war Nyasaland (Malawi today) at Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford in 2002. 
After his viva, he had jobs in Oxford and the 
University of Essex before returning to his 
alma mater in 2007. He then spent fifteen 
years there as Head of Research Support for 
the Humanities Division, establishing a team 
of 24 professional staff across a portfolio 
that stretched from applications and awards 
to REF and research impact, business 
development, governance and partnerships. 

Andrew said: “It’s hard to believe that 
I’ll soon be celebrating a year at Senate 
House. I’ve been hugely impressed at the 
breadth and depth of SAS’s ambitions, and 
how it is playing a critical role as a national 
Centre for the Humanities. I’ve greatly 
appreciated colleagues’ friendly welcome 
from across the University, SAS’s wonderful 
interdisciplinary research culture, and its 
sense of shared mission and purpose. 

“Humanities nationally continues to work 
within highly constrained and challenging 
circumstances: the sector really needs 
the SAS’s advocacy, leadership and role in 
convening. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed throwing 
myself into its work alongside thinking about 
research partnering across the Federation.”

Dr Graeme Wise
Joins SAS as Head 
of Engagement and 
Knowledge Exchange

Tall to lead research 
support across 
University of London
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People

In 2022 seven 
distinguished scholars 
saw their endeavours 
recognised with new 
promotions. Their 
contributions to the School 
of Advanced Study and 
beyond cross a range of 
topics and fields, from the 
history of book production 
to refugee law, through 
French literature, the 
Commonwealth, and 
internet culture. 

PROMOTIONS

Dr Joseph Ford, Senior Lecturer 
in French Studies, specialises in 
20th and 21st century French 
and Francophone Literature 
and Culture, with specific 
interests in Algeria and the 
Algerian Civil War of the 1990s. 
His wider research interests 
are in post/colonial studies, 
decoloniality, world literature, 
literary translation, and memory 
studies. Since 2020, he has been 
the Director of the Centre for 
the Study of Cultural Memory. 

Dr Naomi  
Wells

Dr Joseph  
Ford 

Dr Naomi Wells is Senior Lecturer 
in Italian and Spanish with Digital 
Humanities and Co-Director 
of the Doctoral Centre. Her 
current research focuses on 
the internet and born-digital 
culture, particularly in relation to 
multilingualism on social media 
and in web archives. As Co-
Director of the Doctoral Centre, 
she also provides academic 
oversight for SAS’s research 
student provision and for the 
School’s national humanities 
research training strategy.
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Dr Cynthia Johnston, Senior 
Lecturer in the History of the 
Book, directs the  
MA/MRes programme in the 
History of the Book at the IES. 
Her research focuses on the 
history of book production and 
dissemination stretching from 
the thirteenth to the twentieth 
century. She has curated many 
exhibitions on book collectors and 
their collections, and is a long-
term collaborator with museums 
in the North West of England. 
She is the academic lead for an 
NPO grant awarded to Blackburn 
Museum and Art Gallery with a 
major exhibition in collaboration 
with the British Library to be 
delivered in November 2025.

Dr Ainhoa Montoya, Reader 
in Latin American Studies at 
the Institute of Languages, 
Cultures and Societies, focuses 
on post-conflict violence, 
politics in the aftermath of war, 
socioenvironmental conflicts, 
and the design of ecological 
futures through law. The founding 
director of ILCS’s Centre for 
Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies, she is currently on 
research leave to develop 
a project co-funded by the 
Spanish Research Agency, the 
European Union and the Spanish 
National Research Council that 
explores citizen-led cross-border 
experimental collaborations 
towards environmental care 
for transnational watersheds in 
Central America, the Amazon, 
the Southern Cone, and the 
Iberian Peninsula. She has also 
been selected to contribute 
to the research and impact 
programme Governing the 
Planetary Commons at The New 
Institute in Hamburg, Germany.

Professor Sue Onslow acted 
as Director of the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies in 2022-23. 
Her recent publications include, 
Robert Mugabe in African Leaders 
of the Twentieth Century, Volume 
2; Co-editor The History, Role 
and Functions of British High 
Commissions in the Caribbean; 
‘Social media’s impact on Political 
discourse in South Africa’, for the 
Digital IR Project, LSE IDEAS; Co-
editor, Consuls in the Cold War. 
She has been the lead researcher 
on the research project, ‘The 
Commonwealth and the 
Decriminalization of Poverty and 
Status’, funded by Open Society 
Foundation since 2021. She is 
also a frequent commentator 
on the Commonwealth in 
the international media.

Dr Caspar Pearson, Senior 
Lecturer in Art History 1300-1700 
has been promoted to Reader. 
Caspar specialises in the art, 
architecture and urbanism of the 
Italian Renaissance, as well as the 
afterlives of the Renaissance in 
the modern and contemporary 
periods. His most recent book, 
Leon Battista Alberti: The 
Chameleon’s Eye, was published 
by Reaktion Books in 2022.

Professor Sarah Singer, Professor 
in Refugee Law, specialises in 
criminality and asylum, and has 
published broadly on European 
asylum law, immigration detention 
and the protection of LGBT 
asylum seekers. She is Programme 
Director of the distance-learning 
MA in Refugee Protection and 
Forced Migration Studies and 
co-convenes the ‘Refugees in the 
21st Century’ MOOC (Coursera).

Professor  
Sue Onslow

Dr Caspar 
Pearson

Dr Ainhoa 
Montoya

Professor  
Sarah Singer

Dr Cynthia 
Johnston
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Located in the School of Advanced Study, 
the MakerSpace is equipped with a variety 
of tools, including two 3D printers, virtual 
reality headsets, cameras, lighting and other 
photography equipment, book scanners, 
touchscreen monitors, and Raspberry 
Pi computers. It also provides access to 
software for textual editing, photogrammetry, 
3D modelling and programming.

Digitising cultural heritage
Since its launch in 2022, the MakerSpace has 
been used by a wide range of researchers and 
students from across the University of London. 
One of the most exciting projects based 
in the MakerSpace has been the ongoing 
3D digitisation of a collection of Greek and 
Roman antiquities in the Institute of Classical 
Studies library. This project has involved 
training students and librarians in the use of 
photogrammetry, a 3D imaging technique that 
uses a high-quality camera, turntable and 
light-tent to create digital models of objects. 

Senate House MakerSpace:
A New Hub for Innovation in Digital Humanities

Features

The 3D models created by this project have 
been uploaded to the SketchFab platform, 
where they can be viewed in the round, 
rotated and zoomed via the website, and 
the models themselves downloaded for 
printing or other use. This online display 
both increases the visibility and accessibility 
of this collection, only about a quarter of 
which is exhibited in the library, making the 
collection more accessible to the public.

This approach extends beyond classical 
heritage objects – researchers in the DHRH 
have also used the MakerSpace to 3D print 
functional, scale models of a traditional 
printing press. These models replicate 
– in miniature – the processes of early 
modern printing taught in the Institute of 
English Studies history of the book courses. 
Combining cutting edge fabrication and 
modelling technologies with traditional 
printing methods allows students to 
understand continuities in printing technology, 
while also developing their digital skills. 

Beyond technology
Staff from the DHRH have also been using 
the MakerSpace in their teaching. It hosted 
the Institute of Classical Studies’ (ICS) 3D 
Summer School this year and is being used 
by the Institute of English Studies’ History of 
the Book programme. Gabriel Bodard, Reader 
in Digitial Classics in the DHRH and the ICS, 
said: “It is especially important that students 
see the tools of 3D imaging and digitisation 

The Senate House MakerSpace is a new facility from the Digital Humanities 
Research Hub (DHRH) that provides researchers and students with the tools 
and resources they need to experiment with 3D technologies and modelling 
cultural heritage objects.
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The Senate House MakerSpace 
is not just a place for using 

cutting-edge technology, it’s also 
a thriving hub for collaboration, 

generating new partnerships and 
research projects.

embedded in the context of other research 
technologies and projects that take place in 
the MakerSpace; this allows them to realise 
the interdependency of research methods 
and research questions, and sparks their 
imagination with the applications of these 
approaches in their own work, in ways we 
might not have been able to tell them.” 

The MakerSpace is not just a place for 
researchers and students to use cutting-
edge technology. It is also a place for 
them to collaborate and share ideas. The 
MakerSpace has become a focal point for 
new partnerships within the University and 
with external partners. These partnerships 
include new research projects with Senate 
House Library and Gay’s the Word bookshop; 
with the Institute of Languages, Cultures & 
Societies and Guyanese cultural heritage 
practitioners; and with the Institute of English 
Studies and independent printmakers.

The Senate House MakerSpace is a valuable 
resource for researchers and students 
across the University of London. It provides 
a space for them to experiment with new 
technologies, collaborate with others, and 
share their ideas. In the coming year, the 
MakerSpace will support an expanded an 
expanded suite of training and research 
opportunities. It can also serve as a model 
for other institutions looking to create 
similar lightweight and flexible spaces.

sas.ac.uk/digital-humanities/makerspace
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AI and Humanities:
Transforming Society

Features

The series explored the societal impacts 
of artificial intelligence (AI) and the role 
of the humanities and social sciences 
in providing key insights and enabling 
an open dialogue on these important 
and complex issues with the public.

The series was chaired by Dr Nora Ni Loideain, 
Director of the ILPC, and featured experts from 
across academia, policymaking, civil society 
and industry. Topics covered included the 
accountability and law of AI-based decision 
making, data ethics, AI and decolonisation, AI 
and the proposed EU AI Act, disinformation, 
human rights, and online safety.

Exploring the nexus of AI and society

The series began with a seminar on “How 
to Regulate High-Risk AI and the EU AI 

The Information Law & Policy Centre 
(ILPC) at the School of Advanced 
Study hosted a series of seminars 
and workshops in 2022 on the  
theme of “AI and Humanities: 
Transforming Society.” 

Act.” Professor Lilian Edwards, Chair in 
Law, Innovation and Society at Newcastle 
University, discussed her recent work on 
the Act, a proposed regulation that would 
set standards for the development and use 
of AI in Europe. Dr Petra Molnar, from York 
University, Canada, discussed the implications 
of the Act for automated profiling systems and 
surveillance within the context of immigration.
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The second seminar in the series, “Computer 
Says No! Fair and Accountable Decisions in 
an Automated World,” explored the issue 
of fairness and accountability in AI-based 
decision-making. Dr Gabriela Zanfir-Fortuna, 
Vice President for Global Privacy at the Future 
of Privacy Forum, presented key findings 
from a report on automated decision-making 
under the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR). The report explores how courts and 
data protection authorities across Europe 
and the UK have applied GDPR (particularly 
Article 22) and protected human rights in 
specific sectors, including employment 
and payment in the gig economy, live facial 
recognition and profiling in schools, and 
credit scoring. Dr Jedrzej Niklas, Research 
Associate at the Data Justice Lab at 
Cardiff University, then discussed the 
governance of AI emerging technologies 
and their implications for social justice.

Shaping a transformative future
The ILPC AI and Humanities Seminar Series 
was a valuable opportunity to explore 
the complex and multifaceted issues 
surrounding AI and its impact on society. 
The series brought together leading experts 
from a wide range of disciplines to share their 
insights and perspectives. The discussions 
were thought-provoking and engaging, and 
generated important insights into the future 
of AI and its potential to transform society.

The series was made possible by the 
generous support of the School of 
Advanced Studies and Research England.

AI and the Humanities: Transforming  
Society - Information Law & Policy Centre 
(sas.ac.uk)
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WOMEN
Completing a PhD is a major accomplishment, 
but it is only the beginning of an academic 
career. Early career researchers need to 
establish themselves in the academic 
community, but this can be a daunting task.

There are many challenges to overcome, 
including gaining experience in speaking at 
and convening research seminars, writing and 
editing and discussing material that emerges 
from one’s doctoral work and – branching out 
– providing platforms for discussion of joint or 
neighbouring research interests.

The Centre for the Study of Contemporary 
Women’s Writing (CCWW) at the Institute 
of Languages, Cultures and Societies is 
committed to supporting early career 
researchers in making this transition. The 
CCWW is a leading international hub for 
research on contemporary women’s writing 
in the major European and Latin American 
languages and attracts scholars from around 
the world to its conferences, seminars and 
author readings. Building on this reputation 
and on its national and international reach, 

Centre for the Study of  
Contemporary Women’s Writing: 
A Hub for Early Career Researchers

Features

the CCWW is perfectly placed to offer early 
career scholars opportunities to develop their 
skills and build their networks through writing, 
editing and coordinating research resources, 
visiting fellowships and seminar series.

Empowering Early  
Career Researchers
One of the CCWW’s most popular resources 
is the Author Pages website. The Author Pages 
are an internationally renowned resource and 
provide information on contemporary women 
authors writing in Catalan, Galician, French, 
German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. 
ECRs can contribute to the Author Pages by 
writing biographies, bibliographies and critique 
lists. This work provides ECRs with valuable 
experience in research, writing and editing.

The CCWW also offers Visiting Fellowships 
to ECRs, providing the opportunity to work 
with senior scholars on research projects. 
Visiting Fellows receive intensive mentorship 
and support from the Centre’s staff and 
faculty who help them to develop their 
ideas, refine their methods, and present 
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WOMEN

their work in a clear and compelling way. In 
many cases, Fellows also collaborate with 
other scholars in their field, which often 
leads to lasting research partnerships.

Enriching academic experiences
Since 2020, the CCWW has supported ECRs 
in organising and running online seminar 
series. These series provide ECRs with the 
opportunity to convene events, organise 
panels, and chair discussions. The themes 
of the 2022 seminars were: ‘Who Cares?’ in 
Contemporary Women’s Writing & Film (Dr 
Jasmine Cooper, University of Cambridge and 
Dr Katie Pleming, University of Edinburgh); 
and Writing Transnational Girlhoods across 
Literature, Media and Society (Dr Olga 
Campofreda, UCL and Dr Federica Coluzzi, 
University of Warwick).

ECRs who have participated in CCWW 
programs have been very positive about 
their experiences. Dr Rebecca Walker, who 
coordinated the Author Pages while still a 
PhD student, said: “The CCWW’s Author 
Pages are an accessible and accurate 
resource for students and scholars of 
contemporary women’s writing in modern 
European languages. Coordinating the pages 
has given me key experience of academic 
administration and of the inner workings of 
research networks. It has also enriched my 

post-PhD research by widening my knowledge 
of the field, allowing me to form new research 
connections, and encouraging me to think 
about how women’s writing is being studied 
across diverse cultural and linguistic contexts.”

Impact of the CCWW
Dr Olga Campofreda, who participated in 
the 2022 Writing Transnational Girlhoods 
seminar series, said: “Working on the Writing 
Transnational Girlhoods seminar series 
supported by ILCS has been a magical 
experience. It allowed us to broaden the 
academic network in our specific field, 
while exploring at the same time new 
multidisciplinary angles connected to it. We 
also came across cutting edge research and 
methodologies that profoundly influenced our 
current work.”

The CCWW is a valuable resource for ECRs 
and is just a small part of SAS’s work in this 
area. Colleagues’ enthusiastic responses 
and their continued attachment to the 
Centre show that this work – which is an 
exemplification of the way SAS’s strategy is 
implemented – provides a unique service 
and one that is highly appreciated.  

ilcs.sas.ac.uk/research-centres/centre-
study-contemporary-womens-writing-ccww
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Today the IHR remains at the forefront of 
innovative thinking about the value and 
meaning of history, as well as providing 
a space - online as well as in person - 
where new approaches and practices 
can be developed and debated.

In its centenary year the IHR celebrated 
its past, present, and future. The Institute 
hosted a variety of events, including 
conferences, workshops, and exhibitions, 
that explored the history of the IHR, 
the state of historical research today, 
and the future of the discipline.

International collaboration  
and engagement 
The #OurCentury series of events were 
characterised by new partnerships, national 
reach and global conversation. The year began 
with a celebration that drew in speakers 
from 12 different countries. The Institute also 
co-produced a number of events, including 
a conference on “Troubling Anniversaries” 
with Queen’s University, Belfast, and another 
on “Public History and the Archive for the 
Next Century” with Swansea University. 

The IHR also extended its partnerships 
through an open call for 24 National 
Centenary Events, which brought together 
universities, museums, archives, artists, 
musicians, and volunteers to engage local 
and national communities with history.

Innovative approaches 
The Institute also launched ten new 
Partnership Seminars to address new areas 

of research and approaches to the past. The 
seminars were collaborative, interdisciplinary, 
cross-sectional, global, and online. Hosted by 
leading international scholars, the seminars 
included themes such as ‘Archives and Truth’, 
‘Risk and Uncertainty in the Premodern World’ 
and ‘Spaces of Sickness and Wellbeing’.

The IHR also welcomed its first Practitioner 
in Residence, award-winning documentary-
maker Sue Horth, who ran a hugely 
successful writers’ workshop, ‘Making a 
drama out of a crisis,’ during her residency.

Reflecting, engaging and  
looking forward
The IHR’s centenary celebrations 
culminated in a day-long event in July 
2022 that acknowledged past history-
making, showcased present activity, and 
looked forward to what might come next. 
Historians of all kinds came together to 
talk, showcase their research, and address 
critical issues in the discipline today. 

During the afternoon, Macmillan Hall in Senate 
House was filled with community groups and 
projects, including a zine-making workshop. 
Within the IHR itself, there was an exhibition, 
an Early Career Researcher takeover of the 
common room, and the opportunity to record 
personal memories for the IHR Stories project. 
Elsewhere, historians addressed the role of 
the IHR within the discipline as a whole. 

In the evening, a packed Beveridge Hall 
participated in a lively discussion on the future 
of history, led by a panel of speakers from 
across the history community, including those 

The Past, Present,  
and Future of History

Features

The Institute of Historical Research (IHR) has been at the forefront of 
historical research for 100 years. Founded in 1921, the IHR has operated as a 
national ‘history laboratory’, training and supporting generations of historians. 
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who write historical fiction and for television. 
Some of the most pressing questions raised 
were about identity, access, and practice: 
who will get to do historical research in the 
future, how will it be done, and where will it 
happen? How might technology continue 
to transform our working practices? How 
can we make better connections with, 
and build a coalition of, the historically 
curious? And how should we advance 
the case for history – and the humanities 
more broadly – in challenging times?

A lasting legacy 
The legacy of the Centenary celebrations 
is wide and deep. It provided a focus for 
the Institute’s community as they emerged 
out of Covid, and it sparked real generosity 
amongst supporters and friends. As a result, 
the Institute has been able to begin its next 
100 years by supporting the next generation 
of historians with paid internships, bursaries, 
and – thanks to IHR Friends – scholarships 
for students wishing to enrol on the Institute’s 
new MA in History, Place, and Community.

In its centenary year 
the IHR celebrated 
its past, present and 

future, hosting a 
variety of events that 
explored the history 
of the IHR, the state 
of historical research 
today, and the future 

of the discipline.

IHR Centenary Festival in 
Macmillan Hall, Senate House
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Features

EHRH: A new initiative for  
environmental humanities research
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EHRH: The Environmental Humanities 
Research Hub (EHRH) at the School of 
Advanced Study (SAS) is a new and 
exciting initiative that is breaking new 
ground in interdisciplinary research 
and collaboration. 

Spearheaded by the Institute of Languages, 
Cultures, and Societies (ILCS), and developed 
in association with a steering group of 
scholars from across the Institutes at SAS, 
the EHRH promotes and facilitates research 
in the transdisciplinary field of environmental 
humanities. It is committed to promoting and 
encouraging transformative environmental 
thinking within the humanities, enhancing 
public understanding, supporting scholars 
at all stages of their careers and ensuring 

policy impact beyond the academy.

At the core of the EHRH’s mission is a 
commitment to interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary research and teaching, 
as well as a commitment to fostering 
transnational, multicultural and multilingual 
research. These values have driven the 
EHRH’s partnerships with leading institutions 
such as the Centre for Environmental 
Humanities at the University of Bristol, the 
Leeds Environmental Humanities Research 
Group, and the Southampton Institute 
for Arts and Humanities. The aim of the 
EHRH is to ensure that centres across the 
country are in dialogue with one another 
and can plan collective initiatives.

Expanding our global reach 
The EHRH’s international outlook is reflected in 
its recent submission of an AHRC networking 
scheme proposal, which seeks to strengthen 
the partnership between the UK and other 
European research organisations, such 
as the Rachel Carson Center at Munich 
University. This is an important opportunity 
for the EHRH to expand its reach beyond the 
UK and a significant step towards building 
transnational research communities and 
enhancing the impact of environmental 
humanities research on a global scale.

The launch of the EHRH’s website has been 
a significant step in the EHRH’s mission to 
promote the importance of the humanities for 
environmental thinking. The website provides 
a wealth of resources, including information 
on research projects, events, publications 
and opportunities for collaboration. It also 
features a blog to showcase the diverse 
range of research and activities undertaken 
by the EHRH’s scholars. Through its website, 
the EHRH aims to foster a global community 
of scholars interested in exploring the 
intersection of environmental issues with 
the humanities and social sciences.
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Bridging environmental 
understanding
The EHRH is also dedicated to promoting 
public engagement and understanding of 
environmental issues beyond academia. 
The recent exhibition ‘A Thousand Words 
for Weather,’ organised in collaboration 
with the London-based arts organisation 
Artangel and Senate House Library, brought 
together artists, writers, and scientists to 
explore the impact of climate change on our 
perceptions of weather and landscape. 

The EHRH also organised an online event in 
tribute to the work and legacy of journalist 
Dom Phillips and indigenist Bruno Pereira, 
who were murdered in the Javari Valley, 
Brazil, while working to protect the Amazon 
rainforest. This event, in collaboration with 
the Centre for Latin American & Caribbean 
Studies (CLACS), brought together scholars 
and activists to reflect on the ongoing 
struggles for environmental justice and 
human rights in the Amazon. It highlighted 
the vital role of indigenous communities in 

environmental conservation and the need for 
transnational, multicultural and multilingual 
research to understand and address the 
root causes of environmental degradation.

Transforming environmental 
humanities
Through its commitment to transformative 
environmental thinking, interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary research, and 
transnational, multicultural, and multilingual 
research, the EHRH is uniquely positioned 
to make a significant impact in the field 
of environmental humanities. The EHRH’s 
partnerships with leading institutions 
and its innovative programme of events 
and initiatives demonstrate the potential 
for the EHRH to continue to drive 
transformative change in the field.

sas.ac.uk/environmental-humanities/ehrh
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The Environmental 
Humanities Research Hub 
promotes transformative 
environmental thinking, 

fostering interdisciplinary 
research and  

collaboration in  
the humanities

33ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022 HUMAN-TIES



Institute of Classical Studies makes 
breakthroughs in archival work

Features

One of Connolly’s most notable achievements 
was his reconstruction of the Roman saddle. 
Evidence on ancient saddles is scarce as 
contemporary literary sources are often 
vague and the natural materials used to 
build them are rarely preserved. Prior to 
Connolly’s work, it was believed that the 
Romans did not use saddles, but instead 
rode horses bareback or with only a blanket. 

Calling in the cavalry
From studying the remaining evidence, 
Connolly was convinced that Roman 
saddles also included a wooden frame 
for stability. To test this, he built a model 
saddle, documenting his progress through 
illustrations and photography, originally at 
home and eventually building one that could 
be used on a horse. The reconstruction of the 
saddle was tested by Connolly himself, his 
riding instructor and eventually the Ermine 
Street Guard - a re-enactment group with 
whom Connolly collaborated regularly.

His research and willingness to test the saddle 
in the field transformed our understanding 
of the Roman army, which was originally 
thought not to have a functioning cavalry. 

In addition to cataloguing the Connolly 
papers, the ICS also took steps to promote 
the collection. In December 2022, the 
ICS hosted a conference on the theme 
of “Disrupting Dominance in the Archive.” 
The conference brought together scholars 
from a variety of disciplines to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities of working 
with modern archival collections. 

The Institute of Classical Studies 
(ICS) has had a breakthrough year for 
its special collections. 
In 2022, the ICS Library catalogued the 
papers of experimental archaeologist and 
illustrator Peter Connolly, following the ISAD(G) 
standards - an international standard for 
the preparation of archival descriptions. 

The Connolly papers were donated to the ICS 
by Connolly’s family in 2012. The collection 
includes notebooks, photo albums and 
photographs that document Connolly’s 
research on ancient warfare and daily life. 

The papers are an example of a modern 
collection that can provide valuable insights 
into the history of classics and archaeology. 
While older collections are often seen as 
more valuable, modern collections can offer 
a unique perspective on the development 
of these disciplines. Connolly’s work, for 
example, challenged traditional views on 
archaeological practice by emphasising 
the importance of practical experience.

Experimental archaeology 
and reconstructions
Connolly was a pioneer in the field of 
experimental archaeology. He was not a 
professional archaeologist but used his skills 
as an illustrator and his passion for history to 
create accurate reconstructions of ancient 
artifacts. His approach wasn’t always well 
received, particularly at the beginning. The 
difficulties of transferring practical knowledge 
to the academic field is shown in the 
correspondence between Connolly and other 
researchers during the preparation of the 
articles they co-authored. Nevertheless, this 
working method enormously influenced those 
who worked closely with him as Connolly had 
pushed them to “experience” antiquity and 
to understand how artifacts could be used. 
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Assortment of images 
from the Peter 
Connolly archive at 
the ICS Library. 
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The Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies (ICWS) had a breakthrough 
year in 2022. In August 2021 an 
inquiry chaired by Sir Malcolm 
Rifkind provided the basis for the 
reimagining of the Institute to 
provide thought-leadership and 
research leading to policy solutions 
for contemporary Commonwealth 
issues.
In the months that followed, the ICWS 
continued to build on its strengths. Dr Sue 
Onslow, interim Director of the Institute, led a 
major series of public events on contemporary 
Commonwealth issues, including China in the 
African Commonwealth, the Commonwealth 
and media freedom, as well as the future of 
the monarchy and Commonwealth realms. 

The Institute was heavily involved in 
international media coverage of the 

Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting in Kigali, Rwanda, in June 
2022, and the death of Her Majesty 
The Queen, as ceremonial Head of the 
Commonwealth, in September 2022.

Addressing crises
In autumn 2022, the ICWS event series 
was further expanded into a programme of 
international round table panel discussions on 
the accelerating socio-economic and political 
crises in Sri Lanka and Pakistan, Zimbabwe’s 
bid to re-join the Commonwealth, and the 
significance of the approaching South African 
elections for domestic and regional stability. 
The ICWS also continued its highly successful 
series, ‘What’s New in Black British History?’ 
organised by Senior Research Fellows, Dr 
Miranda Kaufmann and Michael Ohajuru, 
with a workshop at the University of Bangor.

Other important areas of Institute activity 
included its active participation in a working 

Institute of Commonwealth Studies 
Celebrates Breakthrough Year in 2022

Features
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group of Commonwealth civil society and 
professional organisations – particularly the 
Commonwealth Journalists Association – 
which culminated in November 2022 with the 
unanimous endorsement by Commonwealth 
Law Ministers of the Commonwealth 
Principles on freedom of expression and 
the role of media in good government.

The ICWS’s research program continued to 
flourish in 2022. Dr Kiran Hassan led a project 
on the challenges to media freedom across 
the Commonwealth. The Institute also hosted 
events around media and climate change 
and challenges to green transitions in fossil 
fuel-producing Commonwealth states. 

International impact
Professor Damien Short presented the 
latest research results from the ESRC/
NERC collaborative grant into the social and 
human rights impacts of unconventional 
hydrocarbons in the UK’s energy mix, a crucial 
element of the £8 million UKRI interdisciplinary 
fund, at the grand finale event ‘The Subsurface 
and Net Zero: Lessons from UKUH’ held at 
Warwick Business School, The Shard, London. 
The event was attended by climate scientists, 
government officials, industry executives, 
civil society and community organisations.

Dr Corinne Lennox led a series of knowledge 
exchange activities with the Global Forum 
of Communities Discriminated on Work and 
Descent to support a major breakthrough in 
international norm making on human rights. 
This included conducting two online training 
events on human rights to activists from South 
Asia and West Africa, co-convening a major 
strategic planning event in New York in June 
2022 on UN advocacy strategies, and speaking 
to side-events at the UN General Assembly 
and at the UN Forum on Minority Issues. 

Dr Lennox is also a founding member of the 
Academic Freedom and Internationalisation 
Working Group, which developed the first 
ever Model Code of Conduct on Academic 
Freedom in the context on Internationalisation, 
recognising a gap in UK higher education 
practice. The Model Code has informed the 
work of Universities UK and many HEIs and was 
launched in the UK’s Parliament in June 2022.

Driving research and scholarship 
The Institute was also successful in securing 
funding for a number of research projects and 
initiatives. It secured funding for a  
two-year study into the Commonwealth 
and decriminalisation of poverty and status, 
sponsored by the Open Society Foundation. 
The Refugee Law Initiative (which formed a 
separate Centre in the School of Advanced 
Study after January 2023) continued its highly 
successful Refugee Law Clinic, MA in Refugee 
Protection and the RLI annual conference. 

The Human Rights Consortium secured 
four prestigious funding awards for 
its MA Understanding Human Rights 
programmes from The Allan and Nesta 
Ferguson and the Commonwealth Shared 
Scholarship schemes. Together with the 
Commonwealth Secretariat, the ICWS 
organised a seminar for Commonwealth 
diplomats and key stakeholders as part of 
the Equal Access to Justice Action Plan.

In April 2023, the international human rights 
legal specialist Kingsley Abbott joined the 
Institute as its new Director. Kingsley will 
lead the Institute as it focuses particularly 
on current and future challenges confronting 
Commonwealth states and societies, building 
on the Institute’s established track record 
analysing historical trends and legacies.
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Throughout 2022 the Institute of 
Languages, Cultures and Societies 
(ILCS) and the UK Association for 
Language Learning (ALL) Decolonise 
Secondary MFL Special Interest 
Group (SIG) shared initiatives aimed at 
increasing language learning in the UK. 
The two organisations worked closely to 
understand how the sector can better 
equip language teachers to meet the 
academic, emotional, spiritual, moral, social, 
and aesthetic needs of young learners.

This work was recognised in November 2022 
with the award of an AHRC London Arts and 
Humanities Partnership Collaborative Doctoral 
Award, entitled Transnationalism, Culture, 
and Race in the Modern Foreign Languages 
Secondary Classroom. The project explores 

ILCS Collaborates with education 
partners to increase language  
learning in the UK

Features

how research methods from within modern 
languages and the wider humanities can 
enhance the work of organisations such as 
the ALL in its mission to train and support the 
next generation of UK languages teachers.

Enhancing inclusion a 
nd representation 
Tackling what SIG co-lead Lisa Panford 
describes as the prevailing ‘academic silence 
about race in the context of Secondary MFL’, 
the project team will continue to support 
the development of hands-on teaching 
resources for UK languages teachers, with a 
view to enhancing the visibility of questions 
relating specifically to race and inequalities.

The project analyses current approaches 
and resources for fostering criticality 
and addressing transnationalism, cultural 
representation and race in England’s language 
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Teaching resources available 
on the Pearson website.

classrooms, assessing which approaches 
and methods in the educational sector have 
worked best when it comes to increasing 
student participation and inclusivity in 
classrooms. It builds on the recent successes 
of the ALL SIG by expanding a partnership 
with the educational publisher Pearson, 
called ‘Permission to Speak: Amplifying 
Marginalised Voices Through Languages,’ 
which includes accessible teaching 
resources on topics such as ‘Talking about 
Race’, ‘Environmental Justice’, ‘Women in 
Art’ and ‘Islam in Language and Culture’.

Revitalising the curriculum
At the heart of the project is a desire 
to develop a new model for translating 
research on race, transnationalism 
and culture in the Humanities into UK 
classrooms that is deeply relevant to 
the concerns of young people today.

Together with lead members of the ALL 
SIG, ILCS colleagues will feed into the 
newly established National Consortium 
for Languages Education (NCLE) at UCL’s 
Institute of Education, which recently 
won £14.9million of funding from the 
Department for Education to deliver training 
to languages teachers across the UK.

Plans for disseminating findings include 
hosting a conference on the work of the ALL 
SIG and its contribution to the future work 
of NCLE. ILCS will also be working closely 
with colleagues in the School of Advanced 
Study’s Doctoral Centre to develop training 
opportunities for teachers and researchers.

By investigating how such a revitalised 
curriculum can increase uptake of languages 
across the educational landscape, including 

at schools, colleges and universities, the 
project ultimately seeks to shift the dial 
on the inequalities of representation in 
languages uptake in UK education.

In so doing, ILCS and ALL, together with 
partners in NCLE, the British Academy and 
St. Mary’s University Twickenham, will lead 
on ensuring the future sustainability of the 
disciplinary area of Modern Languages in the 
UK, which continues to demonstrate sustained 
benefits to the UK economy and society.

bit.ly/pearson-permission-to-speak
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Dr Rachel Calder came to academia 
relatively late, after many years 
working in the book trade, mostly as 
a literary agent. 

The 2008 financial crash exposed the 
weaknesses of longstanding business 
practices throughout many industries, 
including publishing and bookselling. Many 
operations were driven out of business, 
including high-profile names like Borders. 
Keen to know whether there had been similar 
disturbances in the past, Rachel began 
researching the book trade in the 19th century.

A little reading quickly made clear that there 
had been several major shocks, including 
the abrupt collapse of the famous firm 
of Constable & Co in the 1820s, and the 
abolition of price fixing in the 1850s, which 
allowed retailers to sell books at discounted 
prices. Understanding the context and 
implications of these changes meant 
investigating contemporary reports from 
the booksellers and publishers of the time.

Unlocking history
In her professional work, Rachel was a habitual 
reader of the book trade press and knew that 
The Bookseller – the acknowledged ‘organ of 
the book trade’ – reported on everything of 
importance. Access to The Bookseller would 
be key to any understanding of the past but, 
frustratingly, there were only a few poorly 
scanned issues available online, although 
full issues were preserved in the British 
Library and one or two university libraries.

Published monthly from January 1858 by 
former bookseller Joseph Whitaker, The 

Bookseller presented a panoramic view of 
trade activities. Whitaker developed a new 
kind of trade journalism that provided all the 
business information booksellers needed 
including literary news and gossip, statistics 
and market analysis, announcements of 
new firms and bankruptcies, previews 
and recommendations of selected books, 
obituaries and house histories, letters to 
the editor airing grievances, and a great 
deal of discussion about book prices 
and discounts. The historic issues are a 
treasure house of trade history, much 
of it unrecorded elsewhere, preserving 
the voices of long forgotten traders 
and revealing new perspectives on the 
economic and social forces that shaped 
the nineteenth-century bookselling trade.

Bringing 19th century trade  
to the digital era 
Without a digitised version of The Bookseller, 
Rachel spent many hours in libraries reading 
and photographing the 40 years’ worth of 
back issues she needed for her research. It 
was painstaking work but worth it. Rachel 
was awarded her PhD at the end of 2021 
and her research has already led to several 
academic articles. However, the immense 
historical value of the information preserved 
in The Bookseller was so clearly obvious 
that one of her post-doctoral ambitions 
was to get the back issues digitised and 
made more easily available for research.

Rachel approached the current owners of 
The Bookseller and put them in touch with 
the British Library and Find My Past, whose 
collaborative project the British Newspaper 
Archive (BNA) is gradually making available 

IES researcher transforms our 
understanding of the book trade 
in the 19th century

Features
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millions of pages of historical newspapers in 
digital form. The two parties were delighted 
with the suggestion. As a result, from autumn 
2023 two centuries of book trade information 
will start to become available via the BNA, 
offering historians a valuable corpus from 
which to explore and analyse a wide variety 
of issues that affected the book trade.

Expanding horizons 
The BNA will next begin to digitise the other 
leading 19th-century book trade journals: 
Bent’s Monthly Literary Advertiser (from 
1802) and The Publishers’ Circular (from 
1837). The scale and scope of book history 
will be transformed by the availability of 
these resources and Rachel is involved 
in the early stages of a major Institute of 
English Studies project which, should it be 
awarded funding, will use The Bookseller to 
create new methodologies and protocols 
for future research in book trade history.

The scale and scope of book

history will be transformed by the

availability of these resources
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The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
(IALS) has a long tradition of engaging with 
the legal community, including hosting Law 
Commission Consultation events, academic-
practitioner events, and a judicial conversation 
series. Following in that vein is an initiative 
at the Centre for Financial Law & Regulation 
– the Visiting Professor of Practice. 

The Visiting Professor is an eminent legal 
practitioner who is invited to spend a year 
at IALS, working with faculty and students 
to promote understanding of the practical 
applications of law in their specialist field.

Barnaby Horne
The first Visiting Professor of Practice, 
Barnaby Hone, was appointed in October 
2020. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, 
many of the events that Barnaby was 
scheduled to participate in were cancelled 
or postponed. Barnaby’s term was therefore 
extended for a further twelve months to allow 
him to fully participate in the IALS’s work. 

During his term Barnaby delivered a guest 
lecture on a Money Laundering and Financial 
Regulation LLM module, delivered an online 
public lecture on civil recovery, participated 
in a Law Commission webinar on confiscation 
of assets and on corporate criminal liability, 
and chaired a webinar on anti-bribery law. He 
also hosted an ‘In Conversation With...’ virtual 
event at the Middle Temple, attended by more 

Visiting Professors bridge the gap 
between academia and legal practice

Features

The Visiting Professors of Practice 
at The Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies (IALS) engage with faculty 
and students to promote the  
real-world applications of law. 

than 100 barristers, to discuss how academics 
and practitioners can work together.

Writing about his experience for Amicus 
Curiae, Barnaby said: “Even in the short 
time I have held the role, I have seen my 
understanding of academia increase, my 
appreciation of how academia can help 
my practice increase and, I hope, how 
my experiences in practice help those in 
academia, both students and academics.” 
He continued to say that “Though what I 
was able to do was limited by the pandemic, 
the experience has had a profound impact 
on me. It has increased my understanding 
of academia, how research works and the 
extent that academia can help my practice. 
... It has also opened my eyes to how I can 
use academia in future work, particularly 
appellate work and legal development work, 
where I work with jurisdictions to develop 
their laws and processes in different areas.”

Rebecca Chalkey
The second Visiting Professor of Practice, 
Rebecca Chalkley, began her role in October 
2022. To date, she has hosted an in-person 
panel discussion on ‘corporate crime 
comes of age’, with a distinguished panel of 
experts discussing ongoing developments 
in this area as well as considering their 
‘wish list’ for future change. Rebecca also 
organised a further in-person event on the 
future of financial regulation, again bringing 
together a distinguished panel involving 
both academic and practitioner insights into 
this topic. She has also offered to deliver 
a guest lecture on her area of expertise.

While impacted by the pandemic, the Visiting 
Professors have adapted to online events 
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and back to in-person events. The role of 
Visiting Professor of Practice has proved 
invaluable to the Centre for Financial Law 
& Regulation, both in promoting research 
conducted at IALS as well as in ensuring a 
bridge between academia and legal practice. 

The Director of IALS, Professor Carl 
Stychin, said: “The Visiting Professors 
of Practice have demonstrated how the 
Institute can bring together academia and 
legal practice in creative and dynamic 
ways. We are keen to build upon these 
successes with more opportunities for 
collaboration for the benefit of all.”

Barnaby 
Hone 

Rebecca 
Chalkley

“Even in the short 
time I have held the 
role, I have seen my 

understanding of 
academia increase”
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It has – quite literally – been a ground-breaking year for the Warburg 
Institute. After nearly five years of planning and fundraising, the “Warburg 
Renaissance” is well underway. The £5 million capital campaign was closed 
in March, the Board of Trustees gave their final approval in April, and the 
contractors broke ground in July.

Warburg Institute Breaks 
Ground on New Building

Features

The £14.5 million project will enhance the 
Warburg Institute’s academic resources and 
teaching spaces and create new facilities for 
special collections, exhibitions and events. It 
will seal the leaking roof, provide 20-30 years 
of growth for books, and create bespoke 
facilities for storing, conserving, imaging and 
consulting archives and other rare materials. 
It will also open the ground floor to the public 
for the first time, with the Institute’s first 
gallery for physical and digital exhibitions.

These improvements have been a long 
time coming. The Warburg was exiled from 
Hamburg to London when the National 
Socialists came to power in 1933, and became 
the only institution saved from Nazi Germany 
to survive intact in Britain. It was given to the 
University of London in 1944 and was housed 
in a prominent new building at the intersection 
of Gordon, Woburn, and Tavistock squares. 
Designed by Charles Holden, master-planner 
for both the Uvniversity of London and the 
London Underground, it became the final 
building in the central Bloomsbury estate and 
added a unique and world-famous research 
library to the neighbourhood’s unparalleled 
cluster of book-based collections. Indeed, 
Senate House Library and the Warburg might 
be seen as bookends—both in Holden’s 
career and in the campus he created.

Very little was done to the building in the 
decades after it opened in 1957-58, and an 
estate survey in 2014 (and a court case in 

2015) led the University to commit a core 
budget of £9.5 million to bringing the building 
back up to standard. With the support of 
a wide range of individuals and charitable 
foundations, the budget was increased to 
£14.5 million, allowing the Institute to build 
not just what it should have required in the 
past but what it needed for the future.

Lasting legacies
The most visible extension is the dramatic 
new structure in the empty courtyard, made 
possible by a gift of £3 million from the 
Hamburg-based Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung, 
the largest donation ever received by the 
central University of London Development 
Office. The large lecture room will be named 
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to honour the memory of Hermann-Hinrich 
Reemtsma, and other spaces will be named 
to recognise gifts from the Maurice Wohl 
Charitable Foundation, the Marie-Louise von 
Motesiczky Charitable Trust, and the Kythera 
Stiftung of Christoph and Katrin Henkel.

The new structure will also open onto a 
new gallery space, which will enable the 
Warburg Institute to share its collections, 
give its students - including those pursuing 
the MA in Curation run by the Warburg with 

Architectural Model of 
the new Lecture Room 
and Special Collections 
Reading Room

the National Gallery a place to curate and 
provide a visible space to showcase the work 
of resident artists and major institutional 
partnerships. It will combine different areas 
of the School of Advanced Study and provide 
a new shop window for the University of 
London—something which would make its 
founder and its architect very happy. 

Work is due to be completed in March 2024.
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MSSThe Cultivate MSS Project:
a breakthrough in the study 
of the rare book trade

Features

Breakthroughs in scholarship often 
arrive in unexpected ways. The 
Cultivate MSS project, funded by the 
European Research Council and led 
by the Institute of English Studies, is  
a prime example. 
This five-year project is examining the trade 
in pre-modern manuscripts between c. 1900 
and 1945 and its impact on the formation 
of collections and the development of 
scholarship about the Middle Ages.

The project team, which includes Federico 
Botana, Danielle Magnusson, Hannah 
Morcos, Angéline Rais and the PI, Laura 
Cleaver, has collected thousands of records 
of manuscript sales from auction records, 
dealers’ catalogues and unpublished archival 
sources. They have also partnered with the 
Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts at 
the University of Pennsylvania to connect 
these records and trace the history of 
individual books. This raw data is now 
freely available to other researchers.

Illuminating insights
One of the most striking findings of the 
Cultivate MSS project is the extent to which 
the trade was shaped by international 
collaboration. The same names appear 
repeatedly in the different datasets, 
suggesting that dealers and collectors 
from different countries were closely 

connected. This finding challenges the 
traditional view of the rare book trade 
as a series of isolated transactions.

Another important finding is the role that 
dealers played in shaping the market. The 
project team has found that dealers were 
not simply middlemen; they were also 
active participants in the market, shaping 
the prices of manuscripts and determining 
where they ended up. This finding highlights 
the importance of dealers in the history of 
scholarship, as they often played a key role 
in making rare books available to scholars.

Revolutionising perspectives 
The Cultivate MSS project is a major 
achievement that has the potential to 
transform our understanding of the rare 
book trade. The project team’s work has 
shed new light on the fate of individual 
books and the role of dealers in the market. 
It has also made it possible to study the 
rare book trade in exceptional detail. 

In addition to the data collected by the 
project team, two books have been published 
that draw on the findings of the project. 
The first book, The Trade in Rare Books and 
Manuscripts between Britain and America 
c. 1890–1929, by Danielle Magnusson and 
Laura Cleaver, was published by Cambridge 
University Press in 2022. The second 
book, The Economics of the Rare Book and 
Manuscript Trade ca. 1890–1939, will be 
published by ARC Humanities Press in 2023.
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From breaking actual ground 
in archaeology to radical new 
thinking in literature and art; from 
socio-political breakthroughs 
and breakdowns (revolutions, 
rebellions and rebuilding) to 
religious revelations and epiphanies; 
humanities research is shaped by 
endless fascinating breakthroughs. 

In 2022 the Being Human Festival returned 
for its ninth year and through the theme of 
‘Breakthroughs’ continued to explore the 
ways in which the humanities enable us to 
interpret the past, understand the present 
and imagine the future. An estimated 26,000 
people attended the 285 events and activities 
organised for the festival, which included 
a modified car show in Bradford, walking 
tours in the Scottish Highlands and tours of 
caves underneath Nottingham city centre.

Embracing creativity  
and connections
Other public engagement activities covered 
topics such as the BBC centenary, the 1900th 
anniversary of the building of Hadrian’s 
Wall, Afrofuturism and Ancient Egypt, the 
relationship between people in North-West 
Wales and the environment, the history of 
visual illusions, and using the 1921 census to 
reflect on queer life stories from 100 years 
ago. In total, 80 lead organisers from 69 
universities and research organisations took 
part in this year’s Being Human Festival.

One of the key features of the festival 
is connecting researchers with local 
communities to highlight the relevance of 
humanities research in people’s everyday 
lives. In 2022 events took place in 48 towns 
and cities throughout the UK, collaborating 
with over 150 community and cultural 

partners. The festival extended its global reach 
with a Hub in Melbourne, Australia, and the 
University of Wolverhampton led international 
events at Berdyansk State Pedagogical 
University in Ukraine and the Haruki Murakami 
Library at Waseda University in Tokyo. 

This year saw a shift from the primarily 
online format of 2020 and the near-even 
split of online and in-person programme in 
2021, with the return of mostly in-person 
events. Organisers took a creative approach 
to event programming with venues and 
locations including city squares, museums, 
galleries, libraries, beaches, botanical 
gardens, schools and community centres. 

At the heart of Being Human Festival are 
people and creativity. Organisers continuously 
broke new ground with inspiring and 
inventive methods of public engagement, 
compelling event programming, forging fresh 
collaborations and embracing inclusive 
practices. Working closely with Dr Charlotte 
Thorley, the Being Human team developed 
a Festival Code of Conduct and inclusive 
engagement toolkits, ensuring equity, 
diversity, and inclusion are embedded in 
all stages of the festival. Additionally, a 
collaboration with illustrator Olivia Boutrou 
produced a bespoke illustration that captures 
Being Human’s ethos, scope and theme. 

Breakthroughs with  
Being Human Festival 

Features
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Empowering researchers
Being Human Festival is committed to 
providing an environment that supports 
researcher development at all levels. 
Alongside researchers planning their own 
events, the Being Human team offered 
comprehensive online training sessions 
throughout the year. These sessions covered 
various aspects such as event planning, 
promotion and delivery, with 395 people 
attending sessions throughout the year. 

Being Human Festival will continue to 
support researchers to engage with local 
communities in creative, inspiring and 
surprising ways, and will return in 2023 
with the theme of ‘Rhyme or Reason’. 

Read more: beinghumanfestival.org
Top to bottom: 2022 Being Human 
Festival illustration; Being Human launch 
event; a tour of the Nottingham City 
caves as part of Being Human Festival

Being Human 2022 
in numbers: 

events and activities

Lead 
organisers

Community and 
cultural partners

285

attendees
26,000
82 Universities 

and research 
organisations69

48 Towns and cities

150+
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University of London Press

The University of London Press is undergoing 
a significant transformation to support its 
new remit and future strategy. In 2022 the 
Press continued to work in close collaboration 
with colleagues and Institutes across the 
School of Advanced Study (SAS) and beyond, 
developing with new publishing strategies 
that will result in a number of exciting new 
series launching over the next few years.

Alongside this work, the Press team has 
developed a range of new publishing 
processes, workflows and author guidance 
forms across editorial, production, sales 
and marketing. These changes are designed 
to ensure that the Press is following ‘best 
practice’ within the academic publishing 
industry and to offer enhanced support 
for authors. For example, the Press has 
developed new marketing forms for 
authors, which provide guidance on how 
to promote their books, and has also 
implemented a new robust peer review 

policy, which will further strengthen the 
high quality of Press publications.

The Press also undertook a review of its 
digital systems in 2022. This review will 
lead to the development of a new Press 
website in 2023 that will better serve 
both authors and customers. The new 
website will also improve search engine 
optimisation for Press books, which is 

crucial for open access publishing.

Finally, the Press completed a full rebranding 
project in 2022. The new branding includes a 
completely fresh visual identity for the Press, 
a new logo, and a new strapline (‘Opening 
up humanities research’). The new branding 
communicates the Press’s commitment to 
open access and to being an advocate for 
the humanities, and will be used on the new 
website and visible from 2023 onwards.

Increasing global reach for the 
University of London Press
One of the Press’s key goals is to ensure 
that its books are accessible to a global 
audience. In 2022 the Press focused on 
making its open access (OA) books more 
widely available by consistently placing 
them on key OA platforms. As a result, 
downloads of Press titles increased by 16% 
from the previous year, and users from 
over 240 countries accessed the books. 
The top three downloaded titles were:

•  Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity in the Commonwealth 
(published 2013: 65,526 downloads)

•  Envisioning Global LGBT Human Rights 
(published 2018: 49,962 downloads)

•  Brazil: Essays on History and Politics 
(published 2018: 45,721 downloads)

The Press also continued to build on its 

A year of transformation

University of
LONDON  

PRESS
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BOOKS

University of London Press

previous success with review coverage. In 
2022 the Press received reviews in prestigious 
outlets such as the London Review of Books, 
Women’s History Review, and the Journal 
of the History of Childhood and Youth. The 
Press also had a successful year with award 
nominations, with Coal Country by Ewan 
Gibbs shortlisted for Scotland’s National 
Book Awards 2021 and Masculinity and 
Danger on the Eighteenth-Century Grand 
Tour by Sarah Gibbs shortlisted for the 
Royal Historical Society’s Whitfield Prize.

In addition to these achievements, the Press 
also supported a number of successful book 
launches in 2022. One of the most notable 
events was an online event with the Royal 
Historical Society for Simon P. Newman’s 
book, Freedom Seekers: Escaping from 
Slavery in Restoration England. The event 
was attended by more than 200 people.

University of London Press makes 
breakthroughs in supporting open 
access publishing
The University of London Press is committed 
to becoming a predominantly open access 
(OA) humanities publisher. To support 
this goal, the Press is participating in 
pioneering projects that offer models for 
other academic publishers and support 
collaboration with stakeholders in the 
publishing and higher education sectors.

One of the most significant projects that the 
Press took part in was Jisc’s Open Access 
Community Framework (OACF) pilot. The 
OACF is a new initiative that allows UK higher 
education institutions to directly pledge 
to support open access publishing by 
smaller non-profit publishers. The Press’s 
submission for support for its ‘New Historical 
Perspectives’ (NHP) series was one of only 10 

projects selected for the pilot, and it reached 
its target of 10 funders by the end of 2022.

This success means that an additional nine 
titles can be published in the NHP series, 
helping the Press to meet the demand from its 
target author base of early career historians. 
The series has generated much interest from 
potential authors, as well as excellent review 
coverage and a number of prestigious award 
nominations. All NHP titles are published 
as free open access editions, eBooks, and 
in hardback and paperback formats by the 
Press, with no author-facing charges.

Helen Dobson, licensing portfolio specialist 
for research at Jisc, said: “The OACF has 
provided a simple mechanism for small 
publishers to increase awareness of their 
diamond OA initiatives with our members 
and we’re delighted that the University of 
London Press were keen to participate. The 
‘New Historical Perspectives’ proposal has 
successfully demonstrated its alignment 
with the mission and values of several of 
our members and we are so pleased that 
institutional support pledged via the OACF 
will enable the series to publish additional 
content and showcase a different funding 
model to their societies, readers and authors.”

In addition to the OACF, the Press was also 
successful in having a number of titles 
accepted to the final round of library pledging 
as part of the Knowledge Unlatched (KU) 
programme. KU is a similar initiative to the 
OACF, but it is funded by libraries around 
the world. Through KU, the Press was able to 
obtain funding to support the ‘unlatching’ of 
two titles for open access publication: Gender, 
Emotions and Power, 1750-2020 and Law, 
Humanities and the COVID Crisis (which was 
partially unlatched through KU). Both titles 
will be hosted by the Open Research Library.
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Latest titles from the  
University of London Press:

Freedom Seekers
by Simon P. Newman

The Control of the Past
by Patrick Salmon

Achieving Access 
to Justice in a 

Business and Human 
Rights Context

by Virginie Rouas

The Margins of Late 
Medieval London,  

1430-1540 
by Charlotte Berry

Becoming a Historian
by Penelope J. Corfield 

and Tim Hitchcock

The Agōn in Classical 
Literature edited 

by Michael Edwards, A. 
Efstathiou, E. Volanaki, 
and Ioanna Karamanou

Giving Birth in 
Eighteenth-

Century England 
by Sarah Fox

Arthur Schnitzler  
in Great Britain 

by Nicole Robertson
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University of London Press

A Corpus of Greek 
Graffiti from Dalmatia
by S. Čače, A. Johnston, 
B. Kirigin, and L. Šešelj

The Metopes of the 
Temple of Apollo 

Epikourios at Bassai
by Peter Higgs

The Signature in Law
by Stephen Mason

Providing for the Poor 
edited 

by Peter Collinge 
and Louise Falcini

The Social and Political 
Life of Latin American 
Infrastructures edited
by Jonathan Alderman 

and Geoff Goodwin

Pieter Geyl and 
Britain edited 

by Stijn van Rossem 
and Ulrich Tiedau

A Critical Encounter: 
Bataille and Blanchot

by Zoe Angeli

The Victoria History 
of Leicestershire: 

Lutterworth
by Pamela J. Fisher

The Victoria History of 
Hampshire: Dummer 
and Kempshott, Two 
Chalkland Parishes

by Jennie Butler 
and Sue Lane

The Poets Laureate of 
the Long Eighteenth 
Century, 1668–1813 

by Leo Shipp

The Glasgow Sugar 
Aristocracy 

by Stephen Mullen
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One of the Press’s key 
goals is to ensure that 

its books are accessible 
to a global audience. 

Downloads of Press titles 
have increased by 16% 

from the previous year, 
and users from over 240 

countries accessed  
the books.
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Celebrating generous 
donations to SAS

Generous support

More than £2.75 million in 
philanthropic gifts were received  
by the School of Advanced Study  
and Senate House Library in  
2021-22, including more than 
£100,000 in scholarship support 
for students across SAS and its 
Institutes. We are delighted to share 
examples of this generous support.

The Warburg Renaissance project
Thanks to donations from trusts, 
foundations, and individuals, the Warburg 
Institute marked the start of the Warburg 
Renaissance project with an official ground-
breaking ceremony in July 2022. Those in 
attendance were particularly touched by 
the gift of a ceremonial spade from the 
project’s lead donor, the Hamburg-based 
foundation Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung, 
which donated £3 million to the project.

This will transform the Warburg Institute 
and make it secure, vibrant and accessible 
for future generations. The renovations 
will enhance its academic resources and 
public offerings, and create new facilities for 
special collections, exhibitions, and events.

We are incredibly grateful to all those who 
have made gifts in support of the Warburg 
Renaissance, raising in excess of £5 million 
and enabling the redevelopment to proceed.

The Warburg 
Institute  
new library 

Official  
ground-breaking 
of the Warburg 
Renaissance  
building project
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The Joseph Archive
In May 2022 Senate House Library was 
honoured to become custodian of the 
Paul and Adelaide Joseph Archive, a 
collection of materials documenting the 
South African anti-apartheid campaign. It 
includes photos, letters, and birthday cards 
written by Nelson Mandela while he was 
incarcerated in Robben Island prison.

The correspondence, which dates from 
1962 to 1985, was sent by Mandela to his 
close friends, the prominent anti-apartheid 
activists Paul and Adelaide Joseph. After 
careful consideration, the Joseph family kindly 
chose to donate the archive to Senate House 
Library, so that researchers and the public 
may benefit from this important collection.

History of Arbitration project
In June 2022 the Institute of Advanced  
Legal Studies (IALS) unveiled the  
Veeder-Roebuck Conference Room, 
renamed in honour of the late Johnny 
Veeder QC and Professor Derek Roebuck.

Professor Roebuck’s multi-volume history of 
arbitration has spanned 20 years and several 
volumes have been hosted by IALS. Generous 
donations totalling £182,000 towards the 
History of Arbitration Project have ensured 
that IALS Associate Research Fellows Dr 
Francis Boorman and Dr Rhiannon Markless 
will be able to complete the final volume 
of Professor Roebuck’s pioneering study.

To find out more about supporting SAS, 
please visit sas.ac.uk/who-we-are/support-
sas or contact development@london.ac.uk

Paul Joseph and other  
anti-apartheid campaigners 
leaving Pretoria Central Prison, 
August 1960 - Senate  
House Library
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SAS in Numbers
Digital resources

Publications  

Number of print and online  
publications produced by the School  
and its members:  259

Journals 3

Number of e-journal record views 555,008

E-repository - downloads 201,321

Humanities Digital Catalogue -  
downloads 700,000

Digital resources 

Number of digital resources  
and information platforms  159 

Visits           36,521,303 

Page views            132,530,007 

Unique users           14,471,597 

Downloads             5,056,677 

Fellows and Visiting Students  

Number of visiting fellows 97

(average stay/months) 8

Number of visiting Students 56

(average stay/months) 5

Events  

Number of events  1,612  

Number of speakers and participants   92,203  

Across the UK                   68,880 

Rest of world                  23,323 

Number of podcast record  
views and downloads                386,712

Students (headcount)  

PGT 103

Research 133

Total 236

Staff 

Headcount 250

Library   

Registered readers                12,508 

Visits                  66,505 

Acquisitions                    7,644 

Research Training  

Events 201

Number of speakers and participants 13,032

Across the UK 9,494

Rest of world 3,538

RT digital platforms’ page Views 476,602

Total number of research 

Fellows and associates 776

Live Research Projects 30
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Financial summary

Income £

Funding Body Grants (8,838,055)

Commercial Income (412,941)

Cost Recoveries (393,092)

Donations (240,957)

Finance & Endowment Income (672,581)

Library Commercial Income (43,991)

Other Grants (766,294)

Other Income (313,758)

Other Library Income (103,330)

Property Operating Income (56,648)

Research Grants and Contracts (1,755,507)

Subscriptions from Colleges (1,120,600)

Tuition Fees and Educational  
Contracts (2,117,898)

Total income -16,835,665

Expenditure  £

Admin Expenditure 403,675

Staff Costs 9,809,725

Payments to Colleges 71,560

Professional Fees 309,748

Third Party Staff Costs 139,597

Library Expenditure 1,501,274

Other Academic Expenditure 1,769,572

Indirect staff Costs 3,994

Information Technology 312,281

Finance Expenditure 96,771

Estates Expenditure 34,246

Estates Expenditure -  
FM Contract 699

Cost of Sales 1,308

Total expenditure 14,544,550

Contribution to UoL  
central costs 2,381,205.00

59ANNUAL REPORT AND REVIEW 2022 HUMAN-TIES



 
sas.ac.uk/linkedin

 
sas.ac.uk/twitter

 
sas.ac.uk/youtube

 
sas.ac.uk/facebook

 
sas.ac.uk/instagram

 
london.ac.uk/issuu

sas.ac.uk

This material is available in alternative formats upon request. 
Please contact: special.arrangements@london.ac.uk

Follow us on:

View the 
school of 
Advanced 
Study 
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