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The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS) conducts 
and supports legal research in its broadest sense, 
both nationally and internationally. Founded in 1947, 
it houses specialist research centres and innovative 
partnerships and is home to an active community 
of researchers, fellows, and postgraduate students. 
It promotes new research agendas in specialist and 
interdisciplinary areas of law that directly impact policy 
and practice. It provides research training and online 
services, a meeting place for organisations and legal 
scholars from around the world, one of the world’s 
great legal research libraries, and a busy programme of 
seminars and public events. 

The Institute of Classical Studies (ICS) is the national 
centre for the promotion and facilitation of research in 
Classics and related disciplines throughout the UK and 
abroad. Founded in 1953, it runs an extensive events 
programme, comprising seven standing seminars, 
guest lectures, workshops, conferences, and public 
events. The ICS also publishes a Bulletin (BICS) with a 
supplement series, hosts web resources for the national 
classics community, and (together with the Hellenic 
and Roman Societies) manages a major research library. 
The ICS also hosts research projects, offers graduate 
teaching and training, and is the meeting place for the 
UK’s main classical societies.

The School of Advanced Study, 
University of London

The Institute of Commonwealth Studies (ICwS) is the 
only postgraduate academic institution in the UK 
devoted to the study of the Commonwealth. Founded 
in 1949, its purpose is to promote interdisciplinary, 
inter-regional, and policy-orientated research on the 
Commonwealth and its member nations, primarily 
in the fields of history and politics. Its areas of 
specialism include British imperial history, the history 
of decolonisation, international development, human 
rights, north–south relations, and conflict and security. 
The Institute also hosts the School of Advanced 
Study’s Human Rights Consortium and is home to 
interdisciplinary MA programmes in human rights and 
in refugee protection and forced migration.

Founded in 1999, the Institute of English Studies (IES) 
facilitates advanced study and research in English 
studies for the benefit of the national and international 
academic community. Its extensive seminar and 
lecture programme covers topics from medieval 
manuscripts to modernism. The Institute offers an MA/
MRes programme in the history of the book and runs 
research training activities in the areas of palaeography, 
print history, textual scholarship, and digital publishing.

Championing the cause of humanities research in the UK and providing 
world-class support to individuals, networks, and organisations conducting 
humanities research, nationally and internationally
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The Institute of Modern Languages Research (IMLR), 
founded in 1950 (Germanic) and 1989 (Romance), 
is dedicated to strengthening the national capacity 
for multidisciplinary research and innovation in 
Modern Languages. Its mission is to drive and 
invigorate language-based research and public 
engagement, particularly with reference to Western 
European languages and cultures in a global context. 
The Institute spearheads new cross-language 
interdisciplinary initiatives and collaborations, and 
proactively advocates the strategic importance of 
languages in research across all sectors of society. Its six 
research centres, notably the internationally acclaimed 
Centres for Cultural Memory and Contemporary 
Women Writers, promote research excellence, 
attracting scholars from all around the world. 

The Institute of Philosophy (IP), founded in 2005, 
promotes and supports high-quality research in 
philosophy, making it available to the widest possible 
audience both inside and outside the UK academic 
community. It is home to three active research centres: 
the Centre for the Study of the Senses, the Centre for 
Logic and Language, and the London Aesthetics Forum 
(sponsored by the British Society of Aesthetics).

The Warburg Institute is one of the world’s leading 
centres for studying the interaction of ideas, images, 
and society. It is dedicated to the survival and 
transmission of culture across time and space, with 
a special emphasis on the afterlife of antiquity. Its 
open-stack library, photographic collection, and 
archive serve as an engine for interdisciplinary research, 
postgraduate teaching, and a prestigious events and 
publication programme.

The Institute of Historical Research was founded in 
1921. It is dedicated to training the next generation of 
historians and to producing and facilitating ambitious, 
innovative historical research. The Institute helps foster 
public understanding of history and its social, cultural, 
and economic importance, advocating for the long-
term future of the discipline and supporting its growth 
and development. It offers a wide range of services 
both onsite and remotely that facilitate excellence in 
historical research, teaching, and scholarship in the UK 
through its library, events programmes, fellowships, 
training, and publications. The IHR is a leading centre 
for the creation of digital resources for historians, and 
promotes the study of people and locality through its 
Centre for the History of People, Place and Community. 

The Institute of Latin American Studies (ILAS), founded 
in 1965, is a national coordinating centre dedicated 
to serving the UK’s Latin American and Caribbean 
studies community. Internationally recognised as a 
centre of excellence for research facilitation, it serves 
the wider community through organising academic 
events, providing online research resources, publishing 
academic scholarship, and hosting visiting fellows. It 
possesses a world-class library dedicated to the study 
of Latin America and is the administrative home of the 
highly respected Journal of Latin American Studies.
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The School of Advanced Study (SAS) at the University of 
London has a unique mission in UK higher education:

� to champion the cause of humanities research in the 
UK, ensuring that the social, cultural, and economic 
benefits of humanities research are publicly recognised;

� to provide world-class support to individuals, 
networks, and organisations conducting humanities 
research, nationally and internationally;

� to identify and lead debates that stimulate new 
agendas and innovative thinking; 

� to show creativity in developing research support, 
resources, and research training.

Our mission stems from the School’s special role and 
funding for research promotion and facilitation. It is 
supported by core funding from Research England 
and by the University of London and is enhanced by 
the internationally recognised research produced by 
our academic staff, by PhD supervision, and by taught 
postgraduate programmes leading to University of 
London degrees. 

2020 has shown humans’ remarkable resilience and 
ingenuity. Academic research has been at the heart 
of our response to the coronavirus pandemic. Indeed, 
our own researchers in the Institute of Philosophy were 
central to the campaign to persuade Public Health 
England to recognise the loss of smell and taste as an 
officially recognised symptom of COVID-19 (p 19). 

But 2020 has also made visible the multiple ways in 
which individuals and communities are disadvantaged, 
isolated, and excluded. The deaths of George Floyd, 
Ahmaud Arbery, and many others demonstrate just 
how far we have yet to go in the fight for racial equality. 
The toppling of Edward Colston’s statue revealed 
popular anger at a collective failure to acknowledge 
the injustices of the past and their meaning in the 
present. That we still need to lobby the Government to 
ensure that all pupils leave school with an education 
that includes British histories of empire, colonialism, 
and migration is telling, and our own institutes have 
played a key role in drawing attention to this critical 
matter (see, for example, p 22). 

From the Dean
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collaboration with Arts Emergency to bring people 
together to ask ‘Are the Humanities for Us?’, (p 30). There 
is no doubt that there is much more to be done, and, 
in the coming year, the School will take further steps 
to ensure that its training, programmes, and research 
opportunities create a new, more diverse generation of 
researchers. 

We must ensure that our research makes inequality 
visible and promotes social justice. This Annual 
Review and Report contains many examples of 
research that promotes social justice and confronts 
global inequalities. This research often has a practical 
impact on the lives of individuals or influences policy 
that affect many more. Our cross-federation refugee 
law clinic, for example, continues its critical work in 
providing pro bono legal advice for those making fresh 
asylum claims, assisting those who would otherwise 
find it difficult to access legal advice and support 
(p 6). This summer, colleagues in the Human Rights 
Consortium held online webinars in partnership with 
the Tom Lantos Institute in Budapest and the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues. These webinars, 
focused on minority language ad educational rights, 
hate speech, and conflict prevention, ‘provided a 
platform for experts from minority groups to make 
recommendations to the UN’ (p 28).  

Such initiatives demonstrate why it is so important 
to ensure that all voices are heard and that all are 
represented in our research communities. It is 
often said that research knows no borders, but all too 
often we find barriers at every turn. We claim that our 
disciplines are open and more connected than ever 
before, yet travel costs and visa restrictions, among 
other things, have often limited whose voices are 
heard in our research discussions. The fact that the 
pandemic forced so many events online has enabled 
greater global participation in our research events than 
ever before. The Institute of Classical Studies’ ‘Inclusive 
Classics’ conference, originally intended as a workshop 
in London for 30 people, attracted more than 160 
participants from across the world (p 21), while the 
‘Taking Stock of the Commonwealth’ event ran across 
12 hours, allowing those in all the Commonwealth 
time zones, from New Zealand to Canada and the 
Caribbean, to come together in order to discuss shared 
issues (p 26). 

It is also our responsibility to ensure that more people 
can access new knowledge wherever they are 
in the world. Digital poverty and inequality remain 
a pressing issue, just as new forms of knowledge 

While we have celebrated the multiple ways that we 
can come together online, we fail to appreciate that 
many remain excluded from these environments. 
Digital poverty exacerbates educational and societal 
divides and further disadvantages those already denied 
opportunities to learn. It is because the humanities 
have much to contribute to such public debates that 
the School has launched a new ‘Open for Discussion’ 
lecture series—this year we will focus on what the 
pandemic has laid bare and how we will rebuild our 
societies when it eventually ends.  

‘Open for Discussion’ is but one example of how the 
School is providing new insights drawn from the 
study of the humanities. But new discoveries can only 
be made when we are open to ideas—including, 
and perhaps especially, those that challenge our 
established ways of thinking—and when we ensure 
that talent, wherever it is found, is nurtured and given 
an opportunity to thrive. This is dependent on an 
inclusive academy. Countless reports over the past 
years have exposed the structural exclusion embedded 
in our places of learning. It is not enough to continue 
to discuss how to make the academy more inclusive: 
those debates have been live for many years but little 
has changed. It is now time to take decisive action. But 
what should we do? 

We must ensure that the Academy is more diverse. 
Our knowledge is impoverished by the failure to 
nurture talent, to provide equal access to opportunity, 
to be open to new ways of thinking, and to hear 
different voices. Who teaches the next generation 
and what is taught matters. The School has been 
active in enabling change in this critical area. Through 
campaigning alongside our partners (for example, 
with the Runnymede Trust to change the school 
curriculum to include histories of the British Empire, 
colonisation, and migration); through devising tools 
to assist others in decolonising curricula (such as the 
Institute of Modern Languages Research’s involvement 
in producing a handbook to assist with uncovering 
the ‘hidden curriculum’ in teaching materials, ‘where 
normative values that implicitly underpin curriculum 
design go unnoticed’ but have a profound impact  
(p 23); through foregrounding diversity in our 
collections (such as Dominique de Menil’s collection 
of the Black in Western Art at the Warburg, created 
as a response to the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1960s); or through working with others to help those 
from marginalised backgrounds build careers in the 
arts (for example, through the Being Human festival’s 
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become available. The School will be addressing the 
issue of digital poverty in one of its upcoming ‘Open 
for Discussion’ events. At the same time, we commit 
to bringing new humanities research to the widest 
audiences, whether through our publications (such as 
the IHR New Historical Perspectives series produced 
in partnership with the Royal Historical Society, which 
opens up the very best early career work to wider 
audiences for free, see p 7); through new online courses 
(for example, our courses in Refugee Studies and 
Applied Public History); through curating open access 
research materials in one place to assist researchers  
(p 15); through our podcast and broadcast lectures 
and events series (such as our ‘Judicial Ways of Working’ 
podcast series bringing an international understanding 
to the adaptation of the courts to COVID 19, see p 17); 
and, of course, through our national festival of the 
humanities, Being Human, now in its fifth year and 
going from strength to strength (p 30). 

This year, above all, has shaped what it means to be 
human, what we value, and what must change. 

Humanities remains at the heart of these issues. It 
is no surprise that when we found ourselves alone 
and isolated, we found comfort in literature, theatre, 
poetry, art, and music. When our museums, archives, 
and galleries closed their doors, we sought out online 
exhibitions, and we became ever more creative 
about how to keep our collections alive when we 
cannot physically access them. When we wanted to 
contextualise the changes happening around us, we 
looked to the past to help us understand the roots of 
injustice in order to confront inequality in the present. 

Humanities are more important now than ever. 

Focusing on the human will allow us to rebuild in 
a compassionate way. Now is the time to reaffirm 
our collective humanity and ensure that the social 
inequalities exposed by the pandemic will be not be 
rendered invisible again.  

Professor Jo Fox

Dean and Chief Executive, School of Advanced Study
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School awarded funding for new  
UK-Ireland Digital Humanities network

The School of Advanced Study has been awarded 
funding for a new Digital Humanities network as part 
of a ground-breaking joint call issued by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council and the Irish Research 
Council. Led by Professor Jane Winters (SAS) and Dr 
Michelle Doran (Trinity College Dublin), the network 
will support research and consultation vital to the 
implementation of a permanent Digital Humanities 
association within the UK and Ireland. Building on 
existing research conducted by partner institutions, it 
will consider the concepts of sustainability, inclusivity, 
training, advocacy, and career progression, among 
others. Institutions and individuals engaged with the 
network will propose ways in which the UK and Ireland 
can build a collaborative vision for the field and create 
new and sustainable long-term partnerships. At the end 
of a year of discussion and planning, the foundations 
for a self-sustaining Digital Humanities association will 
have been laid, with a launch planned for 2022. Other 
partners in the project include University College Cork, 
the University of Exeter, National University of Ireland 
Galway, the University of Glasgow, King’s College 
London, and Lancaster University. 

Read more: research.ie/2020/07/27/12-new-uk-ireland-
digital-humanities-collaborations-announced

News review
Refugee Law Clinic provides essential 
services for asylum seekers 

The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies is the home 
of the recently launched Refugee Law Clinic, which 
provides pro bono legal advice for refugee clients 
making fresh claims for asylum. Refugee Action figures 
indicate that the number of providers offering legal aid 
or not-for-profit representation related to immigration 
and asylum issues has dropped more than 50 percent 
over the last decade. Direct service providers confirm 
that those seeking to submit fresh claims have 
particular difficulty in accessing legal services, leaving 
large numbers without representation. The Refugee 
Law Clinic thus complements the work of law firms and 
also helps fill a key gap in existing service provision. The 
clinic is an inter-collegiate project of the University of 
London and at this stage has committed involvement 
from ten of the University’s member institutions. 

Read more: rli.sas.ac.uk/refugee-law-clinic

http://research.ie/2020/07/27/12-new-uk-ireland-digital-humanities-collaborations-announced
http://research.ie/2020/07/27/12-new-uk-ireland-digital-humanities-collaborations-announced
http://rli.sas.ac.uk/refugee-law-clinic
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First books in the IHR’s new  
Open Access books series

In November 2019, the IHR and University of London 
Press launched the first volume in the New Historical 
Perspectives book series. The series is a collaboration 
between the Institute, the press, and the Royal 
Historical Society. Created as a response to important 
changes in academic publishing, New Historical 
Perspectives offers early career academics the means  
to publish their first (or second) monograph in an 
online Open Access (OA) format, alongside print and 
e-book editions. 

Interest in OA book publishing is increasingly markedly, 
especially among early career scholars attracted by 
its capacity for greater dissemination and accessibility 
of their work. At the same time, the opportunity 
to publish a book in this way can be limited. The 
cost of open formats is often covered by the author 
themselves, typically in the form of ‘Book Processing 
Charges’, which many scholars starting out find either 
prohibitive or hard to access via their universities. 
Significantly, the New Historical Perspectives 
programme covers these costs as part of the IHR’s and 
the School’s commitment to facilitating and promoting 
the best new research. 

The series’ opening title — The Family Firm: Monarchy, 
Mass Media and the British Public, by Edward Owens 
— charts the often-fractious early relationship 
between the British royal family and broadcasters, 
from George V’s first radio message in 1932 to the 
televised coronation of Elizabeth II. Together the IHR 
and the University Press will publish five NHP books 
a year, with Edward Owens followed, in 2020, with 
first monographs by Sam Manning (on post-war 
British cinema), Christopher Phillips (logistics and 
transportation in the Great War) Matthew Kerry (1930s 
Spain) and Sarah Goldsmith (masculinity and the 
Grand Tour). A fifth title—Individuals and Institutions in 
Medieval Scholasticism, published in July 2020—is an 
edited collection of essays by early career historians 
working with more senior colleagues.

Each new volume is available free online, both as a 
full text and as individual chapters, as well as in print 
and ebook formats. NHP’s digital dimension is proving 
popular, with the series averaging 2500 downloads per 
title in the first six months, with access requests from 68 
countries, including South America, South and South-East 
Asia, the Middle East and Southern Africa. This potential, 
to develop new readerships and to share research more 
readily, is in contrast to former print-only approaches that 
at best saw sales of several hundred copies. 

Forthcoming NHP titles in early 2021 include studies 
of de-industrialisation in post-war Scotland, the 
seventeenth-century church and the professionalisation 
of women’s work in early twentieth-century Britain. 
There’s much still to do to further the impact of 
these—and current—titles in the series, but the early 
signs are promising.

Read more: history.ac.uk/publications/ihr-books-
series/new-historical-perspectives

New MOOC provides introduction  
to Refugee Studies

Who are refugees? Where do they come from and 
where do they go? How does the international 
community respond to refugee crises caused by 
war and environmental disasters, and how do we 
find global solutions to help those who are forcibly 
displaced? One of the most complex features of 
today’s world, the refugee phenomenon is the focus 
of the School’s new free MOOC (Massive Open Online 

Course), developed by the School’s Refugee Law 
Initiative and hosted by Coursera. Over the six weeks 
of the course, Dr Sarah Singer and Professor David 
Cantor guide students through different aspects of the 
issue, examining facts and statistics surrounding forced 
migration flows and engaging with current debates on 
how refugees are defined. Each week’s topic, designed 
to take four to six hours of self-study, is delivered 
through short video lectures and reading material. 
Online discussion groups enable students to explore 
the subject together. 

Read more: coursera.org/learn/refugees-21st-century

http://history.ac.uk/publications/ihr-books-series/new-historical-perspectives
http://history.ac.uk/publications/ihr-books-series/new-historical-perspectives
http://coursera.org/learn/refugees-21st-century
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IES and Newcastle Poetry Festival  
go digital

The Institute of English Studies partnered with the 
Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts (NCLA) to create 
Inside Writing, a digital poetry festival that in May, 
June, and July of this year filled the gap left by the 
cancellation of the annual Newcastle Poetry Festival 
due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. The festival 
featured a series of online digital poetry events with 
some of today’s most exciting poet, including Inua 
Ellams, Sasha Dugdale, Rishi Dastidar, Carolyn Forché, W 
N Herbert, Jackie Kay, Sean O'Brien, and Imtiaz Dharker. 
They performed new work, issued challenges and 
writing prompts, and discussed how the pandemic 
has affected their work. Alongside these activities, the 
IES commissioned other writers and academics to 
respond to the work of the Inside Writing poets. They 
will produce creative micro-essays under the banner 
‘Reading and Responding’ as part of the IES’s ‘Literature 
in Lockdown’ series. 

Read more: ies.sas.ac.uk/insidewriting

‘Lives of Houses’: School hosts first  
London Weinrebe Lecture in Biography

What can a house tell us about the person who lives 
there? Do we shape the buildings we live in, or are we 
formed by the places we call home? And why are we 
especially fascinated by the houses of the famous and 
often long-dead?

The intriguing relationship between houses, homes, 
and life writing was the subject of ‘Lives of Houses’—
the first London Weinrebe Lecture in Biography, held 
at the School in March 2020. The lecture launched a 
new partnership between the Oxford Centre for Life-
Writing (OCLW), and the School’s Institutes of Historical 
Research and English Studies. The Weinrebe Lectures 
are a well-established annual series on the theory and 
practice of biography. Run by the Oxford Centre for 
Life-Writing, the lectures have been previously all taken 
place at Oxford University. For the 2020 series, a new 
partnership with the School of Advanced Study brought 
the first of these lectures to London in what’s hoped 
will become a longer-term collaboration to explore the 
relationship between life-writing and the humanities. 

The London Weinrebe  
Lecture also saw the launch 
of a new edited collection—
Lives of Houses (Princeton 
University Press)—in which 
historians and literary 
scholars consider the 
importance of place for 
biographies of, among others, 
Elizabeth Bowen, Benjamin 
Britten, Benjamin Disraeli and 
Jean Sibelius. The 2020 
London lecture took the form of a discussion between 
three of the book’s contributors: the biographers 
Hermione Lee and Jenny Uglow (on Virginia Woolf and 
Edward Lear, respectively), and the historian Margaret 
MacMillan, who discussed her Canadian childhood 
home and its influence on family history. 

This first London Weinrebe Lecture, organised by staff 
from the IHR and IES, spoke to wider themes of historical 
and literary biography. It’s hoped future lectures will 
engage with the School’s wider humanities research, 
exploring the relationship of life writing to philosophy, 
legal studies, art history and modern languages.

Read more: history.ac.uk/events/lives-houses-london

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/insidewriting
http://history.ac.uk/events/lives-houses-london
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The Victoria County History returns 
home, launches innovative app

Founded in 1899, the Victoria County History (VCH) is 
an ongoing project to write the history of every county 
in England, from the earliest times to the present day. 
Originally dedicated to Queen Victoria, it is one of those 
continuing nineteenth-century projects – like the 
Oxford English Dictionary and Dictionary of National 
Biography – that tell the unfolding story of our nation, 
our places, and people. 

The VCH, based in the Institute of Historical Research, 
is written by local contributors across England, many 
of whom are volunteers; seventeen counties are 
currently active across England. Its ‘Red Books’ are well 
established as the authoritative works of county history 
in England, but they have been expensive and difficult 
to access by individual readers. Now, with the support 
of the independent Victoria County History Trust, the 
VCH is embarking on an exciting new phase: bringing 
the famous Red Books back to their original home, the 
University of London Press. They will be available via a 
print-on-demand service in varied formats, opening 
them up to wider audiences, from specialist scholars to 
anyone interested in their own local places. 

The VCH has also launched an exciting map-based 
smartphone app, ‘A History of English Places’, which 
allows users to explore England’s rich histories by 
navigating through a modern map layer and the 
first Ordnance Survey, with 13,713 pins providing 
information on English settlements drawn from the 
Topographical Dictionary of England (1848). The free 
app (with an in-app subscription of £1.99 per month or 

£9.99 per year), gives access to digitised VCH histories. 
These accessible new resources speak to the renewed 
emphasis on local places and communities that has 
emerged during the Covid-19 pandemic ‘lockdowns’ 
of 2020. There are dramatic new local histories to be 
recorded. The new VCH Red Books and smartphone app 
are timely initiatives as more individuals explore their 
own localities and seek to connect with local stories, 
and as communities strive  
to build resilient places and confident local identities  
for the future. 

Read more: history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-
history

IALS launches Centre for Financial 
Law, Regulation and Compliance

The objective of the Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies’ new Centre for Financial Law, Regulation and 
Compliance is to develop a reputation for research 
excellence across those areas and to act as a hub for 
the promotion and facilitation of research in related 
subjects, both nationally and internationally. IALS has 
a long history of excellence in financial law-related 
research, which is reflected in the institute’s outstanding 
doctoral researchers, both past and present, as well 
as the leading experts in financial law who serve as 
Associate Research Fellows. In addition, a number 
of Visiting Fellows come to IALS each year to pursue 
international, comparative research in financial law.

Read more: ials.sas.ac.uk/research/research-centres/
centre-financial-law-regulation-compliance-finreg/
about-finreg

http://history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history
http://history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/research/research-centres/centre-financial-law-regulation-compliance-finreg/about-finreg
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/research/research-centres/centre-financial-law-regulation-compliance-finreg/about-finreg
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/research/research-centres/centre-financial-law-regulation-compliance-finreg/about-finreg
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People 
Professor Rick Rylance steps down as 
dean of School of Advanced Study

After three years at 
the helm of the 
School of 
Advanced Study, 
Professor Rick 
Rylance retired at 
the end of 
September 2020. 
“I’ve really enjoyed 
my time as dean 
and before that as 
director of the 
Institute of English 
Studies,” he says. “It 
has been creative, 
rewarding, and 
above all special, as 

SAS is. As ever this is mainly due to the quality of the 
people among whom one works.” Professor Rylance, 
who also served as pro vice-chancellor (research) for 
the University, confirmed that his connection with the 
University of London would continue in an unpaid role 
in an advisory and ambassadorial capacity. He hopes to 
use his contacts and experience for SAS’s benefit 
during the challenging period ahead. Before joining 
SAS, Professor Rylance was CEO of the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council and executive chair of 
Research Councils UK. He also held senior positions at 
Exeter and Anglia Ruskin.

BA Postdoctoral Fellow to explore India’s transition to democracy 

Dr Tripurdaman Singh has joined the School to 
explore decolonisation, imperialism, and nationalism 
in South Asia as a British Academy Postdoctoral 
Fellow in the Institute of Commonwealth Studies. 
The scheme is the BA’s flagship programme for early 
career researchers. The fellowships, which are awarded 
annually, provide recipients with three years of 
funding to gain research and teaching experience in a 
university setting of their choice, with an emphasis on 

completing a significant piece of publishable research. 
Through his project, ‘Negotiating Decolonisation 
in India's Princely States’, Dr Singh will investigate 
the dissolution of princely rule and India’s transition 
to democratic politics, tracing Indian nationalism 
beyond responses to colonial rule and using private 
papers to expand and revise conventional accounts of 
independence and transfer of power in India.

IP philosopher wins 2020  
Lakatos Award

Professor Nicholas Shea has won the prestigious 
Lakatos Award for his book Representation in Cognitive 
Science, published by Oxford University Press in 2018. 
This work uses detailed case studies to provide an 
account of the meaning that attaches to information 
in the brain – so-called ‘subpersonal representational 
content’. Calling it a ‘blockbuster of a book’, the award 
judges commended Professor Shea for a completely 
original consideration of what is ‘arguably the key 
problem in the philosophy of psychology and 
cognitive science’. Professor Shea is an interdisciplinary 
philosopher of mind, and of psychology, cognitive 
neuroscience, and cognitive science. He previously 
collaborated with the Institute of Philosophy on 
his AHRC fellowship project, ‘Meaning for the Brain, 
Meaning for the Person’. More recently he was awarded 
a five-year, €1.9 million European Research Council 
grant for ‘Metacognition of Concepts’, a project 
hosted by the Institute that includes interdisciplinary 
collaborative partnerships with the University of 
Oxford and City, University of London. ‘The Institute of 
Philosophy is an unrivalled place for pursue this kind of 
interdisciplinary research,” Professor Shea says. ‘As well 
as supporting the book, working with director Professor 
Barry Smith and colleagues incubated the subsequent 
ERC project that opened up the next stage of my 
research.’ The Lakatos Award was established in 1986 
in memory of Imre Lakatos, a professor of logic at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. 
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Print and book historian wins Schulman and Bullard prize 

Dr Elizabeth Savage, senior lecturer 
in book history and communications 
at the Institute of English Studies, was 
awarded the 2020 Schulman and 
Bullard Article Prize for her essay 
‘Identifying Hans Baldung Grien’s 
Colour Printer, c. 1511–12’. Now in its 

sixth year, the prize is given by the Association of Print 
Scholars to an article published by an early-career 
scholar that features compelling and innovative 
research on prints or printmaking. The award, 
sponsored by private print dealers Susan Schulman and 
Carolyn Bullard, includes a cash prize of $2,000. In her 
essay, which was published in Burlington Magazine in 
October 2019, Dr Savage shifts the traditional focus in 
the attribution process from woodblock designer to 
woodblock printer. In doing so, she convincingly 

identifies how, and by whom, Baldung’s intricate early 
coloured prints were successfully realised. 'I used 
bibliographical tools and methods to answer a long-
standing art historical question, shifting away from the 
artist to focus on the printer. Printers can be invisible in 
art history, as artists are often given sole credit for the 
prints they designed – but no one would give a writer 
credit for the production of books of their texts,' 
explains Dr Savage. 'By throwing back the curtain to 
examine the printer and their workshop methods that 
produced the prints, it demonstrates the need for a 
unified history of printing – not just of books, or of art, 
or of other printed materials. This advances the Institute 
of English Studies’ founding aims of an object-and 
practice-based understanding of the production of 
print culture, regardless of how modern disciples divide 
the printed content today.'

Warburg Emeritus Professor honoured by the British Academy

Professor Jill Kraye, 
Emeritus Professor of 
the History of 
Renaissance Philosophy 
and former Librarian at 
the Warburg Institute, 
was awarded the Serena 
Medal by the British 
Academy for her 
scholarship on 
Renaissance philosophy 
and humanism and the 
later European influence 

of classical philosophy. The Serena Medal is awarded 
annually for eminent services to the study of Italian 
history, philosophy or music, literature, art, or 
economics. It was endowed by Mr Arthur Serena in 
recognition of Britain’s alliance with Italy in the First 
World War. The medal was first awarded in 1920. 

“I am enormously grateful and proud to be the 
recipient of the Serena Medal for 2020,” says Professor 
Kraye, who is currently an Honorary Fellow of the 
Warburg Institute. “It is an extraordinary honour to 
have my name appear in a list which includes such 
giants in the study of Italian Renaissance philosophy 
as Benedetto Croce, Giovanni Gentile, and Paul Oskar 
Kristeller, along with a host of exceptional scholars 

whose work I have admired throughout my academic 
career. I am especially delighted that my approach 
to the vernacular and Latin philosophy of the Italian 
Renaissance as an integral part of the classical tradition 
has been recognized by the British Academy.” 

In 2002, following a term as a Visiting Professor at 
the University of Munich, she became Librarian of 
the Warburg, a position she held until her retirement 
in 2013. She published her first article, a piece on 
a Platonic work by the Italian humanist Francesco 
Filelfo, in the 1979 issue of the Journal of the Warburg 
and Courtauld Institutes, which she has edited since 
1997. She is also one of the editors of The International 
Journal of the Classical Tradition and of the Renaissance 
section of the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Her 
work on Renaissance humanism and on Platonism, 
Aristotelianism, Stoicism, Epicureanism, and scepticism 
in Renaissance philosophy has appeared in many 
contributions to scholarly journals and books. ‘Jill 
Kraye is a consummate scholar-librarian in the finest 
Warburgian tradition,’ says Bill Sherman, director of 
the Warburg Institute. “She has served the Institute, 
its students, its readers, and her fellow scholars of 
Renaissance humanism with work of the highest 
standard since the early 1970s. We are delighted to see 
her honoured by the British Academy.’
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Professor Roger Chartier receives honorary degree

Professor Roger Chartier, a leading scholar in early 
modern European history and culture, was awarded a 
Doctor of Literature honoris causa from the University 
of London during the School’s 2019 graduation 
ceremony on 6 December. Alongside his outstanding 
research on the history of books, publishing, and 
reading, Professor Chartier, who is Professor of the 
Collège de France and Directeur d'Etudes, Centre de 
Recherches Historiques (Paris), has also considered 
epistemological questions in history. Recently he has 
focused on the relationship between written culture 
as a whole and the literature (particularly theatrical 
plays) of France, England, and Spain. His work in 
this field, based on intersections between literary 
criticism, bibliography, and sociocultural history, is 
not unconnected to his broader historiographical 
and methodological interests, which deal with the 

relationship between history and other disciplines such 
as philosophy, sociology, and anthropology. ‘It seems 
to me there is today a widely shared recognition of 
the dialectic relationship between text and reading 
and the fact that you cannot analyse a text, whether 
canonical or ordinary, without taking into consideration 
the form of its publication, circulation, translation, and 
appropriation’, Professor Chartier says. ‘These ideas 
have penetrated in the different fields of history, and 
all historians, whatever their subjects of research may 
be, are now convinced that this approach is necessary 
for understanding the meaning of texts. The different 
forms of the mobility of texts has become a key notion 
in textual studies.” Ninety School graduands were 
awarded postgraduate degrees in the humanities and 
social sciences at the ceremony in Senate House, of 
which 22 were awarded PhD degrees.
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Back in May 2020, the Stephen Joseph Theatre in 
Scarborough announced that it would be streaming 
a new play by Sir Alan Ayckbourn, with the playwright 
himself and his partner, Heather Stoney, performing 
all the roles. Unable to stage live productions due to 
COVID-19, the theatre was keen to demonstrate that it 
remained active. 

Yet Aykbourne himself seemed distinctly lukewarm 
about this development. Speaking on Radio 4’s 
Today Programme, he recognised that, in common 
with other venues like the National Theatre which 
were also streaming productions, it was important 
to be able to say “we’re still here”. But ultimately, he 
concluded, “it just isn’t theatre”. 

Many would share Aykbourn’s distinct lack of 
jubilation about what might turn out to be the 
beginnings of a new era in human relations. Philip 
Larkin’s premonition of death, ‘No touch or taste or 
smell… Nothing to love or link with’ sounds eerily 
like the virtual world in which we have all been 
confined over the course of 2020. And as the Institute 
of Philosophy’s pioneering work in this field has 
demonstrated, our experience of what it means to be 
alive relies on the use of all our senses. When, towards 
the end of 2019, SAS came up with the theme of 
‘New Worlds’ for our annual Being Human festival 
the following November, we had no idea how very 
prescient, not to say ominous, that would be.

Yet SAS and its institutes, quickly adapted to the new 
reality, exploring the various ways in which online 
technology could not only overcome the obstacles 
posed by lockdown, but actually enhance its role as 
part of the national infrastructure of the knowledge 
economy, promoting and facilitating research in the 
Humanities. We have been developing new ways in 
which to provide scholarly resources, training and 
public engagement. As they moved online, we have 
seen significant increases the numbers of people 
accessing our seminars, workshops and conferences, 
and the geographical reach of our events has vastly 
increased. At a time of social isolation and closed 
borders, connecting scholars across the world in this 
way has never seen more valuable. And the field of 
Digital Humanities, which SAS had already identified 

as a major focus for its future activities, has become 
ever more pivotal. Our introduction of new training 
modules in digital scholarly editing this year was 
therefore particularly timely.

In the process of adaptation and innovation, we 
have been confronted with a more profound 
question: what is the role of the Humanities in this 
‘new world’? It is one in which our overwhelmingly 
Humanities-trained political leaders have often 
seemed conspicuously out of their depth, desperately 
proclaiming that they are acting on the ‘best 
scientific advice’ without having the skills to make 
informed choices when the scientists disagree. One 
of the starkest lessons of the current crisis is the 
way in which complex problems require genuinely 
interdisciplinary approaches to solve them. We describe 
below how the Institute of Philosophy’s Centre for the 
Study of the Senses has played its own important role 
in promoting that interdisciplinary dialogue. 

SAS Responds to Covid
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Literature in lockdown: fostering 
virtual communities 

In February, Cynthia Johnston, Lecturer in the History 
of the Book in the Institute of English Studies, opened 
‘Holding the Vision: Collecting the Art of the Book in the 
Industrial North West’ at the Blackburn Museum & Art 
Gallery. The images in this exhibition rest between the 
covers of books, or were designed to do so, and while 
we now admire these books and their art through the 
glass of a case, most once sat on modest bookshelves 
in ordinary homes. The books and illustrations 
displayed in the exhibition came from collections 
created by men who had some expendable income 
but who were not members of the wealthy elite. 

IES staff members and staff from partner institutions 
travelled up north for the launch. Within a matter of 
weeks, however, the museum was closed, travel and 
gatherings were prohibited, and Institute staff and 
students moved to remote working as the UK went into 
lockdown. As these events unfolded, staff considered 
how they might recreate the spaces we could not visit 
and stay connected to the people we could no longer 
see. Within three days of the start of the lockdown, Dr 
Johnston had launched a new online blog series on 
the museum’s website designed to showcase items 
from the closed exhibition. For four months, from 
March through June, she published more 50 blog 
posts that highlighted objects and individuals from 
the exhibition. Many featured guests who contributed 
related content and live readings. These illuminating 
posts allowed people to ‘read’ an exhibition rather than 
see it, bringing the exhibition into people’s homes and 
creating the opportunity to discuss individual items in 
more detail than a museum label can accommodate. 
All can be accessed at blackburnmuseum.org.uk/blog.

This example of moving research, networks, and 
discussions online paved the way for another blog 
series hosted by the IES. The Open University History 
of Books and Reading (HOBAR) seminar series was 
scheduled to run from early February to May 2020, and 
would have considered the discipline of bibliotherapy 
and charities such as The Reading Agency that use 
reading groups to combat loneliness and social 
isolation. After just three in-person meetings, the 
series was halted by lockdown. It quickly became 
apparent, however, that the series’ theme of reading 
and wellbeing was profoundly relevant during the 
global pandemic. As Shafquat Towheed, co-convenor 

of the seminar, remarked, ‘Never has reading matter, 
specifically, having books at home, been of greater 
importance. Confined to our homes, many have turned 
to the printed books on our shelves and the e-books 
on our digital devices for reassurance, reflection, or 
escape.’ Books and reading are intrinsically linked to 
mental health, and the HOBAR blog turned into an 
exploration of how this has been affected by lockdown. 
Edmund King’s post, for example, considers the 
practice of ‘doom-scrolling’ and ‘crisis reading’ during 
the pandemic, while other posts consider the kinds of 
texts we are turning to, or the kinds of texts others have 
historically turned to or written during times of plague 
or confinement. Some posts offer practical advice 
about how to create time and space to read or give 
examples of reading charities finding new ways to work 
online in the age of social distancing. The posts clearly 
resonate with readers, as the page has become one of 
the most popular on the IES website and attract a large 
and diverse range of readers from around the globe. 
The HOBAR blog can be accessed at ies.sas.ac.uk/
about-us/ies-virtual-community/literature-lockdown/
hobar-reading-and-wellbeing-blog.

What the HOBAR Reading and Wellbeing blog series 
discusses time and again is the value of literature and 
reading for fostering community, and also the value 
of reading aloud. These themes recurred in another 
online initiative in which the IES was a partner: INSIDE 
WRITING, a digital poetry festival held in place of the 
annual Newcastle Poetry Festival, which is organised by 
the Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts, Newcastle 
University. The festival consisted of a series of digital 
poetry events over three months featuring some 
of today’s most exciting poets responding to the 
COVID-19 crisis. Poets performed new work, issued 
challenges and writing prompts, and discussed how 
their writing lives had been affected. As part of this 
initiative, the IES was able to broker new partnerships 
and collaborative enterprises, including a showcase 
of material from The Poetry Shed, a group of UCL 
Slade School of Fine Art students who write poetry in 
addition to creating artworks. Learn more about INSIDE 
WRITING at ies.sas.ac.uk/insidewriting.

These blogs, online exhibitions, and digital events form 
part of the IES Virtual Community, an online space 
designed to provide research resources for the wider 
IES community and a platform for events and activities 
intended to bring that community together. In an 
age of social distancing, the power of books to ease 
loneliness and foster community has never been more 

http://blackburnmuseum.org.uk/blog
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ies-virtual-community/literature-lockdown/hobar-reading-and-wellbeing-blog
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ies-virtual-community/literature-lockdown/hobar-reading-and-wellbeing-blog
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ies-virtual-community/literature-lockdown/hobar-reading-and-wellbeing-blog
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/insidewriting
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apparent. As Rebecca Solnit puts it in The Faraway 
Nearby: ‘Books are solitudes in which we meet’. This has 
also been a time to reflect on how we meet. Despite 
its challenges, lockdown has created new and more 
inclusive habits of working and event-management. 
The IES is taking these lessons forward with a new 
focus on fostering communities of scholars across the 
globe and creating more inclusive events through 
digital tools. 

Visit the Institute of English Studies’ Virtual Community 
at ies.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ies-virtual-community.

Developing new research training 
modules in Digital Humanities 

Covid-19 has forced many people—including digital 
humanists—to reckon with digital technologies 
in unexpected ways. How can you improve the 
accessibility of postgraduate training in a virtual 
setting? How can you troubleshoot someone’s machine 
or code over Zoom? How can in-person modules be 
adapted to all-digital delivery? The School of Advanced 
Study is uniquely placed to address these questions. 
SAS Digital Humanities colleagues across several 
institutes (Dr Jonathan Blaney, Dr Gabriel Bodard, Dr 
Naomi Wells, and Dr Christopher Ohge) joined forces to 
develop online training workshops for Text Encoding 
and Visualisation in early June 2020. Building off of 
the preparation, enthusiasm, and success of these 
workshops, Dr Ohge then developed and taught the 
first online module for the London Rare Books School 
(LRBS) through its Postgraduate Online Research 
Training hub (port.sas.ac.uk). 

Though in-person modules and events at LRBS had been 
cancelled, LRBS Digital (ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/
study-weeks/london-rare-books-school/lrbs-online) 
provided substantial material, including blog posts, a 
quiz, and a well-attended live seminar with Professor 
Sarah Churchwell on F Scott Fitzgerald’s scrapbooks. 
The aim of the Digital Scholarly Editing module is 
to help students appreciate how texts have been 
produced, contextualised, and archived using various 
technologies. It is unique in balancing a historical 
understanding of the book and the scholarly text with 
hands-on digital humanities training in the most up-to-
date methods of digital encoding and publishing. 

As SAS colleagues quickly learned, online teaching 
requires the adaptation of pedagogical principles to the 

digital medium. Examining rare books and manuscripts 
in a special collections reading room and seminar 
discussions are experiences that cannot be duplicated 
easily online. Training redesigns were informed by the 
‘ABC’ principles of digital pedagogy developed at UCL’s 
Institute for Education, which encourages the balanced 
application of various learning activities, ranging from 
video lectures and readings to interactive content, 
quizzes, and tool demonstrations.

Student reviews of their LRBS experience conveyed 
appreciation for the digital material and design. 
‘Materials were excellently prepared, composed of 
various (re)sources, and all blended together very 
harmoniously’, said one. The design ‘really worked for 
me: taking time to discuss, read, and think about both 
editing theory and the editing technologies was very 
valuable and mutually reinforcing’ said another.

Live seminars were held on Zoom over the three 
weeks of LRBS to facilitate discussions and technical 
troubleshooting. The combination of synchronous and 
asynchronous teaching allowed students to absorb  
the material and then to practice and ask questions  
in real time. 

With 25 students hailing from various parts of the UK, 
Europe, Canada, and the United States, the online 
Digital Scholarly Editing module attracted more than 
double the attendance of the in-person module it 
replaced. Attendees included PhD students, librarians, 
archivists, and academic staff. A few commented that 
they would not have been able to afford attending 
LRBS in person, so online access had been an 
educational boon for them. There were just over 2,200 
student page views during the duration of the module, 
testifying to the students’ continued engagement with 
the asynchronous material even after the live seminars 
had ended. Plans are being made to offer more online 
collaborative digital humanities training, delivered 
by digital experts across the School, and LRBS will be 
offering more online modules in 2021.

Supporting historians and the 
historical community 

The locking down of Britain from March 2020 brought 
the closure not only of universities but also the 
archives, museums, and libraries on which so many 
humanities students and scholars depend for their 
research. For some, these forced closures meant an 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ies-virtual-community
http://port.sas.ac.uk
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-rare-books-school/lrbs-online
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-rare-books-school/lrbs-online
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inconvenient interruption to projects set in context 
by far more pressing concerns. But for thousands of 
history students, many planning Masters or PhD theses, 
lockdown meant a sudden loss of access to the primary 
sources on which their research was to be based 
and their degrees completed. Hardest hit were those 
preparing final-year undergraduate or MA dissertations 
with imminent deadlines. 

In response, many academics—both within the UK 
and internationally—began to collate and share 
recommendations for alternative online reading. At the 
same time, academic publishers and content providers 
removed access restrictions to enable wider use of 
research materials at this time of need. Within days, 
numerous lists and recommendations were circulating 
on social media or via Google Docs. Actions like these 
proved hugely valuable. But such was the volume of 
communications that it soon became hard to keep 
up: to know where to look for reliable and regularly 
updated information on what was available, where,  
and for how long. 

Like many other academic organisations, the Institute 
of Historical Research responded to archive and library 
closures by freeing up its resources. Within two weeks 
of lockdown, British History Online (the IHR’s digital 
library) had made available 200 volumes of premium 
subscription content, while more than 300 book 
chapters from recent IHR publications became Open 
Access texts via the JSTOR platform. In subsequent 
months, and working closely with University of London 
Press, the IHR converted more of its previously print-
only books into free online editions. 

However, the Institute also went further. Aware of the 
growing amount of free content, the IHR Library set about 
creating a curated and rolling ‘master list’ of high-quality 
free-to-access resources for research. Recommendations 
for inclusion came from within the IHR, from colleagues 
in the School and other departments and—most 
importantly—from the discipline at large by 
crowdsourcing in the wider profession. 

Within a month, the resulting ‘Guide to Open and 
Free Access Research Materials’ had been collated, 
constructed, and made available on the IHR website. 
The Guide comprises records of and links to 750 online 
resources of value to students, lecturers, and members 
of the heritage and GLAM (galleries, libraries, archives, 
and museums) sectors. Resources range from primary 
source collections (text, image, maps, and audio) to 

databases, online reference works, and websites for 
research projects and historical societies. The Guide is 
browsable by time period and geographical region, 
ranging from individual English counties within ‘Local 
History’ to resources relating to histories of the Middle 
East, Africa, South and South-East Asia, Australasia 
and the Americas. Further thematic sections link to 
primary collections relating to, among others, histories 
of medicine, rural life, and the LGBTQ+ community, 
plus practices such as digital history. Launched in April 
2020, the Guide is still a ‘work in progress’, with new 
suggestions welcome. Such is its extent and value that 
the Guide will remain available—forming a permanent 
element of the Institute’s support for researchers even 
after social distancing measures have eased and visits 
to archives and research libraries resume.

The need to rethink the provision of research support 
has, however, been shaped in 2020 by more than the 
Covid-19 pandemic, seismic though this has been. 
The resurgence from late May of the Black Lives Matter 
movement has renewed and focused attention on 
how histories of race and diversity are understood and 
taught. The toppling of Edward Colston’s statue in Bristol, 
prompting debates over memorialisation and the legacy 
of empire, ensures that History is central to events in 
2020. In response, the IHR moved to act, supporting 
wider calls for reform of schools’ History curricula.

Again, the IHR’s Library took the lead. From June 2020, 
its staff coordinated the Institute’s collaboration with 
the UK’s Runnymede Trust to advance curriculum 
reform, again through a crowdsourced project. The 
result is a second online guide—on this occasion to 
assist the teaching of British histories of race, empire, 
and migration—for Key Stages 1-4, A-Level, and in 
higher education. Launched in August, this Guide 
provides records and links to 100 free resources, 
websites, and collections organised by Key Stage, 
and with special areas for teachers and other learners. 
The portal pulls together a vast and growing range 
of material that it is hoped will provide a positive and 
lasting contribution in reshaping History curricula. This 
Guide also remains a work in progress, and one made 
possible only by the generosity of others. That spirit, 
and the creation of these lasting resources, offer one 
small positive in a remarkable and difficult year.

Full details of both guides are available via the Library 
pages of the IHR website: history.ac.uk/library.

http://history.ac.uk/library
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Supporting the legal community and 
postgraduate law students

In March 2020, Charles Clore House, home of the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, closed its doors 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. However, IALS has 
remained ‘open’ in the sense that it has continued 
to work closely with its postgraduate research 
students (PGRs) as well as with its other national 
and international stakeholder communities. The aim 
throughout has been to support its users in their 
research. A central aspect of the Institute’s strategic 
plan is enabling the next generation, specifically ‘to 
enhance and deliver doctoral research training and 
outstanding taught postgraduate programmes leading 
to University of London degrees.’ Throughout the 
pandemic, IALS has continued to support its PGRs. This 
is particularly important in the current context. As the 
School’s Academic Quality and Standards Committee 
has stressed: PGRs ‘have some distinct needs, both 
academic (needing access to source materials) and 
social (many PGRs are relatively isolated and meet 
with other students and teachers less frequently).’ IALS 
recognises the inherent difficulties in pursuing doctoral 
research during the pandemic, including isolation, 
being unable to access library resources in person, not 
being able to study in Charles Clore House, missing 
face-to-face supervision sessions, and being unable to 
attend conferences and other events that are crucial for 
developing personal networks. 

In the face of these challenges, how has IALS provided 
support? One of the first initiatives adopted was to 
shift its monthly ‘Masterclass’ series online. Academics 
from across the UK (and even further afield, with one 
contributor based at the University of Hong Kong, 
HKU) agreed to record bite-size podcasts on specific 
topics, including publishing, transitioning from PhD 
student to lecturer, writing and procrastination, and 
accessing library resources. In July, the Institute offered 
‘Doing a PhD’, an interactive webinar that offered 
advice, support, and encouragement to current and 
prospective PGRs.  

The move online was extended to research events, 
with presentations on topics relevant to the pandemic, 
including domestic abuse disclosure schemes and 
crime and Covid-19. The Institute also produced a 
series of podcasts with members of the judiciary from 
Ireland, Canada, the United States, and the United 
Kingdom in conversation with the Professor Carl 

Stychin, the Institute’s director. The ‘Judicial Ways of 
Working’ series was designed to offer insights into 
how courts worldwide have adapted to Covid-19. The 
culmination of the series was a conversation with Lord 
Lloyd-Jones of the UK Supreme Court, who also serves 
as the Chair of the IALS Advisory Council. The Institute 
has a number of exciting online events planned for the 
coming academic year, including the Director’s Series 
‘Law and Humanities in a Pandemic’, featuring an array 
of eminent international experts. 

Podcasts, webinars, and blogs produced by the 
Institute have been viewed many hundreds of times 
by researchers worldwide, meaning that the Institute 
has reached new audiences unavailable to it through 
more traditional means. Although colleagues have 
missed the opportunity for face-to-face contact in 
Charles Clore House, everyone recognises the long-
term potential for building a more inclusive community 
through these new delivery methods. 

Another initiative that has shifted online is the weekly 
contact between the Director of Postgraduate 
Research and the Institute’s community of research 
students. Prior to shutdown, the director scheduled 
regular weekly drop-in sessions in the Charles Clore 
House café. During the pandemic, he has sent regular 
‘checking in’ emails and has arranged regular virtual 
meetings with PGRs. The response from students to 
the online meetings has been extremely favourable. 
Topics discussed during the meetings include research 
training opportunities and support, specific research 
questions, networking, and wellbeing. 

At a practical level, the Institute has taken the 
opportunity afforded by the lockdown to improve 
the PGR experience by revising some of its processes. 
A new guidance document on holding upgrades 
and vivas online has been produced, as well as an 
FAQ document that provides PGRs with concise 
information about their programme (eg, milestones 
and expectations). New guidance on writing a research 
proposal, designed to assist prospective students with 
writing their applications, has been shared. In addition, 
the Institute has conducted a review of ethics and 
compliance to ensure that students are sufficiently 
supported in this aspect of their research. 

The IALS librarians have been exceptionally busy in 
adjusting to the new way of working while continuing 
to offer support to PGRs. This has included ensuring 
remote access to new e-resources. As well as offering 
expanded online access to subscription materials, 
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IALS Library staff have created a useful guide to free 
open access legal resources and IALS-created research 
tools (such as BAILII, the Eagle-I Portal, the Foreign 
Law Guide, and the Current Legal Research Topics 
database). Similarly, the Library makes available popular 
guides to legal resources by jurisdiction and by subject, 
which have been expanded during the pandemic. 
Librarians have also produced a podcast as part of the 
Masterclass series (‘Online Resources from IALS Library’) 
while the Digital Services team have produced a guide 
on recording podcasts. The Institute promotes these 
e-resources through weekly informational emails and 
newsletters, and, of course, through social media. 

Services provided by the Library’s virtual reference desk 
continue uninterrupted, with experienced legal reference 
librarians available to researchers during business hours. 
Library staff continue to offer online training, including 
the ever popular ‘Formatting your PhD’. They also offer 
one-to-one training on several subjects via Zoom. Plans 
are already underway for moving additional training 
sessions and research workshops online. The popular 
three-day ‘How to Get a PhD in Law’ programme will 
return online, as will the IALS Library Roadshows. In July 
2020, safe onsite library services resumed in the form of 
a ‘click, collect, and return’ service for all Library members 
and an online scanning service for the School’s PhD and 
MA/LLM students. 

While this pandemic has posed many practical 
challenges, the IALS staff have been keen to ensure 
that they continue to support PGRs and the wider IALS 
community with as little disruption as possible. As life 
slowly returns to normal, the Institute looks forward to 
examining the ‘lessons learned’ from this experience 
and to permanently incorporating many of these new 
ways of working to further support its members.

Digital Classics and moving online

Remote working and teaching, virtual conferences, and 
asynchronous collaboration have all become part of 
our vocabulary and working lives over the course of the 
2020 lockdown. Fortuitously, this came at a time when 
the Institute of Classical Studies was already moving 
in the direction of online and asynchronous activities. 
The skills and tools for online learning and working that 
everyone has been forced to adopt this year have proven 
useful lessons, and the ICS Digital team has been able to 
apply remote interaction practices to a range of activities 
including teaching, research seminars, methods training, 
and an academic conference.

The Institute’s MA modules in digital classics have 
been partly remote and interactive for several years, 
as they are integrated with the international Sunoikisis 
Digital Classics programme. This collaborative endeavor 
involves contributions from faculty from six continents 
and produces materials that many participants use 
in some way in their own teaching. The core of the 
syllabus is the online session, delivered by one or 
more presenters via live YouTube video, with slides, 
demonstrations, discussion panels, and student 
interaction via a chat feature. Sessions are accompanied 
by open access reading lists, resources, and exercises 
for students to gain hands-on experience with the 
tools, methods, and skills discussed. The Institute’s 
students follow the online sessions, attempt practical 
exercises, and then attend a seminar and tutorial in 
person that allows collaboration, discussion, technical 
support, and feedback on both formative and assessed 
work. This blend has been successful and popular with 
students, and therefore moving the in-person part of 
the experience to a blend of remote activities has  
been less jarring than it might have been if an entire 
lecture hall/classroom course had moved into a virtual 
learning environment.

One of the many research seminar series run by the 
Institute, the Digital Classicist Seminar, has been 
recorded and posted to YouTube since 2013 and 
live-cast directly since 2016. This has been largely by 
popular demand because there is an international 
audience with an appetite for the content of these 
presentations of computational and quantitative 
approaches to the study of antiquity. The summer 
2020 season of the seminar was run entirely online, 
with speakers, chairs, and sometimes a small ‘studio 
audience’ of two or three guests participating via the 
streaming service Streamyard.

The impact of these online-only seminars has been a 
larger and more diversified audience—including people 
who for a range of geographical, professional, and social 
reasons could not attend a seminar in Senate House 
on a Friday afternoon—and also, even more strikingly, 
engaged and lively participation. After each seminar 
there was vigorous discussion not only among those 
in the call, but on the YouTube chat feature among the 
remote participants (that is, the roughly half of them who 
watched live rather than catching up later). 

Early in the summer of 2020, Dr Gabriel Bodard, Dr 
Naomi Wells, Dr Christopher Ohge, and Dr Jonathan 
Blaney ran a series of Digital Humanities research 
training workshops on text encoding and data 
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visualisation. These sessions were delivered through 
a mix of online video tutorials, web forum discussion, 
and asynchronous collaborative exercises with Zoom 
sessions for summary and feedback. A combination 
of standard e-learning methods, such as the ‘flipped 
classroom’ and asynchronous discussion, were used 
alongside Digital Humanities tools that included videos 
from the Sunoikisis Digital Classics programme, wiki 
and issuetracker features in Github, and the Voyant 
Tools suite.

This change in format led not only to a huge increase 
in audience (the workshops were 400% over-
subscribed), but also a more diverse and worldwide 
body of participants. Feedback was positive, with 
useful comments and suggestions as well as praise and 
thanks. The success of these activities will inevitably 
have an impact on the Institute’s ongoing delivery of 
research training. Online, remote, and asynchronous 
teaching methods are not just a ‘second best’ approach 
because instructors cannot be in the classroom this 
year: they affect and sometimes improve learning 
outcomes. Surely they will find themselves practicing 
more hybrid teaching and training methods long after 
the global lockdown is a fading nightmare.

The Institute of Classical Studies is currently working 
with the British Library on planning this year’s ‘Linked 
Pasts’ conference, an established, international, 
practice-based event on the application of linked open 
data and semantic web technologies to the study of 
history, including antiquity. The conference will be held 
entirely online as a virtual and asynchronous meeting 
in December 2020, and run over two weeks rather than 
three days of intense activity. Other than a few keynote 
lectures and plenaries, the conference content will 
be in the form of collaborative activities, discussions, 
planning events, and code hacks, proposed and led by 
the community. The experience gained by ICS staff this 
summer in remote learning, research, and collaboration 
are feeding into the conception and planning of this 
unique conference.

Read more about the activities of ICS Digital at  
ics.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ics-digital.

Philosophy and patient advocacy in 
the age of the Covid-19 pandemic

Philosophers explore our perception of the world, 
keen to find out how our senses put us in touch with 
the world around us and provide us with knowledge 

of ourselves and our bodies. But it is often said that 
philosophy is rather abstruse, remote from ordinary 
life and distinct from scientific enquiry. The School’s 
Institute of Philosophy sees things differently. In 2011, 
it set up the Centre for the Study of the Senses to 
pioneer collaborative working between philosophers, 
psychologists, and neuroscientists.

The research of the Centre is designed to cast light 
on the connection between the mechanisms of 
our sensory systems and the ordinary experience 
we have of the world around us. While much of this 
theoretical and empirical research concerns the brain 
and body’s normal way of shaping everyday perceptual 
experience, from its inception the Centre has also 
focused on the experience of those suffering from 
sensory loss and how this affects the quality of their 
experience and their quality of life. 

Together with international partners and members 
of the Institute, Centre affiliates Professor Ophelia 
Deroy and Professor Sir Colin Blakemore have worked 
on projects with congenitally blind and late-blind 
perceivers, examining the technological possibility of 
sensory substitution devices that supply auditory or 
haptic information to fill out blind perceivers’ awareness 
of the space around them.

Another sensory loss for which there is as yet no 
substitution device is loss of the sense of smell. Until 
recently, few of us understood how significant the 
loss of smell is to our quality of life. Without a sense 
of smell, we can now longer experience the smell of 
fresh laundry, the scent of our loved ones, the aroma 
of coffee, and, because of smell’s role in tasting, the 
flavours of our food. Anosmia, the complete absence 
of smell, can be dangerous: people can no longer smell 
things that are burning, gas, or off-odours in spoiled 
foods. In addition, those who lose their sense of smell 
often suffer from depression for longer than those who 
lose their vision. The absence of this often-overlooked 
dimension of experience is striking when it goes 
missing and people frequently describe themselves as 
feeling cut off from their surroundings and alienated 
from their own home. 

To support people with anosmia, who may or may not 
recover their sense of smell, the Institute of Philosophy 
hosted the launch in 2014 of Fifth Sense, a UK charity 
for those suffering from disorders of taste and smell. 
In recent years, the Institute has also supported 
AbScent, a charity for anosmia sufferers that promotes 
the scientifically established efficacy of smell training 
as a potential treatment for recovery of the sense of 

http://ics.sas.ac.uk/about-us/ics-digital
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smell. Both charities have connected the Institute and its 
Centre to individuals who have lost their sense of smell 
through head-injury, post-viral infection, or early onset of 
Parkinson’s syndrome, leading them to take on a patient 
advocacy role. In addition, members of this community 
were invited to a series of talks organised by the Centre 
on the latest findings on olfaction from the world’s 
leading philosophers and scientists of olfaction. 

The Institute’s work has also had an impact on those 
undergoing chemotherapy treatment for cancer. The 
Institute’s director, Professor Barry Smith, conducts 
research on the multisensory perception of flavour 
during eating and drinking. Last year he partnered 
with chef Ryan Riley, who offers free cooking classes for 
cancer patients, to produce the Life Kitchen: Recipes to 
Revive the Joy of Taste and Flavour (Bloomsbury 2019). 
This cookbook features recipes that add interest to food 
for those whose treatment has distorted their sense of 
taste and smell. 

This special interest of the Institute’s Centre for the 
Study of the Senses grew in significance during the 
first several months of the coronavirus pandemic, 
when reports began coming in about a possible 
connection between Covid-19 and the loss of smell. 
The Global Consortium of Chemosensory Research, 
a large international consortium of clinicians and 
sensory scientists, was convened in the United States 
and Professor Smith was appointed its UK lead. British 

ear, nose and throat (ENT) surgeons, along with 
sensory scientists, patient advocates, and philosophers, 
marshalled their existing network and coordinated 
an effective eight-week campaign to persuade Public 
Health England to add the sudden loss of smell and 
taste as an officially recognized symptom of Covid-19. 
Since then, the UK group, led by Professor Smith and 
Institute Fellow and ENT surgeon Dr Katie Whitcroft, has 
been running an online survey through the University 
of London to capture information about the onset, 
duration, and recovery from these symptoms and their 
co-occurrence with others. 

The findings suggest that there are likely to be 
persisting problems with people’s sense of smell 
after they recover from the virus—not only persisting 
anosmia but also parosmia, a dysfunction in which 
familiar food items, such as coffee and chocolate, no 
longer smell as they should and become unappealing. 
Together with its partners across the world, and with 
the help of patient advocates and clinicians, the 
Institute will continue to research the underlying 
causes of these conditions, including the chemical, 
biological, neurological, and cultural factors involved, 
how they affect people’s lives, and how to help those 
suffering from them find a better quality of life.

Learn more about the Institute of Philosophy’s Centre 
for the Study of the Senses at philosophy.sas.ac.uk/
centres/censes.

http://philosophy.sas.ac.uk/centres/censes
http://philosophy.sas.ac.uk/centres/censes
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Inclusive Humanities 

Towards a more inclusive classics

In June, the Institute of Classical Studies accidentally 
held an international conference.

That’s not quite right. The idea of a workshop on the 
theme of how to make classical subjects more inclusive 
had been suggested to the ICS back in November by 
Professor Barbara Goff (Reading) and Dr Alexia Petsalis-
Diomidis (St Andrews). Dr Goff has done more than 
most UK-based classicists to connect to colleagues in 
Africa, who are often unable to participate in events 
in the UK because of travel costs and the difficulty of 
getting visas. Dr Petsalis-Diomidis works on different 
areas of inclusivity. She is one of the guest-editors of 
the latest issue of the Institute’s journal, the Bulletin 
of the Institute of Classical Studies, which is devoted 
to how eighteenth- and nineteenth-century potters 
used classical vases as models for making goods for 
the British middle classes. (The Institute will publish an 
issue on decolonising Classics in Africa in 2022.) 

Their original idea was for a one-day workshop to be 
held in Senate House for 30 attendees. The ICS runs 
many of these events throughout the year: small 
productive meetings of experts that are sometimes live 
streamed or recorded and then posted as podcasts. The 
Institute tries to pick themes that are of the moment 
and this one certainly was. Even before Black Lives 
Matter, there was a growing awareness of how many 
were being left out of an increasingly connected 
discipline. Classicists have worried for many years about 
how the subject is more and more difficult for most 
children to study at school. Ten years ago, a charity 
called Classics for All was created specifically to fund 
classical teaching in state schools: so far it has raised 
more than £3.5 million and reached 900 schools and 
more than 55,000 pupils. In 2017, Advocating Classical 
Education was founded by Professor Edith Hall at Kings 
College London to promote the teaching of ancient 
history and classical civilization in secondary schools. 
A new journal, Global Antiquities, has been launched 
and A People’s History of Classics has just been published 

The Academy before Zoom.
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by Dr Hall and Dr Henry Stead, based on their AHRC-
funded research project ‘Classics and Class’. A one-day 
conference on these themes seemed exactly what ICS 
should be supporting.

Then COVID. It is astonishing to remember how quickly 
things changed. On 23 February, the Institute’s director, 
Professor Greg Woolf, returned from a short trip to 
New York where there was no sign at all of infection, 
a month later the ICS was evacuating Senate House 
but hoping to be back in a few weeks. The Institute 
cancelled the first four weeks of seminars for the 
summer term just in case. By the first week of April it 
was clear that ‘a few weeks’ was over-optimistic to say 
the least and Drs Goff and Petsalis-Diomidis took the 
decision to move the conference online using Zoom. 

They also decided to rethink the format of the 
conference. Instead of taking place on one long day, 
it was moved to two half days, using afternoons 
to make it more accessible for participants in the 
Americas. Some PowerPoint slides and hand-outs 
and short recorded talks were made available in 
advance. Each speaker would then have five minutes 
to present and took ten to answer questions posted 
on the chat column. At regular intervals participants 
would be scattered at random into break out ‘rooms’ 
to decompress, make a cup of tea, and meet new 
people. Clear rules of participation were set, and strong 
moderation and chairing were provided.

The format was a huge success. The papers were very 
varied. One dealt with the experience deaf or blind 
visitors have of museums of classical art, another 
looked at the possibility of teaching Latin from poetic 
graffiti scratched on the walls of archaeological sites, 
another dealt with the abuse of classical images by alt-
right groups (a subject on which the Institute hosted 
a conference in 2018 called ‘Claiming the Classical’). 
A number looked at ways of changing assessment to 
make it more inclusive, at building creative projects 
into student work, at the use of blogs, of postgraduate 
placements, and the expansion of the perspectives 
within courses beyond Greek and Latin texts. The 
workshop will result in a report bringing together 
suggestions, resources, and ideas. It has already 
expanded the participants’ collective sense of how 
they could do things differently, and how many might 
benefit if they did.

There was an unexpected benefit of the move online: the 
number of registered attendees expanded enormously. 
At no point during the two days were there fewer than 

90 participants, and at the end nearly 160 allowed their 
email addresses to be shared to allow the conversations 
to continue. They included academics and schoolteachers 
from all over the UK and from Argentina, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, China, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, New 
Zealand, Spain, and the US. So much for COVID taking the 
ICS out of circulation.

Cross-language dynamics: fostering a 
language-inclusive humanities

In discussions concerning access and inclusivity, the role 
of language is often overlooked. In fact, the use of English 
as the de facto language of communication in academic 
and public discourse prevents vast communities of 
speakers in the UK from participating in major national 
and global conversations. This has been a central focus of 
the Institute of Modern Language Research’s work as part 
of the AHRC-funded project ‘Cross-Language Dynamics: 
Reshaping Community’, which is part of the Open World 
Research Initiative.

For example, the digital humanities subproject has 
focused on challenging Anglocentric approaches to 
digital practice and research. In collaboration with 
colleagues at King’s College London on the Language 
Acts and Worldmaking project (also part of the Open 
World Research Initiative), the researchers developed 
the Digital Modern Languages initiative to increase the 
visibility of research that engages with digital media 
and technologies in languages other than English. 
Through a regular seminar series and a new publication 
outlet—the Digital Modern Languages Section on 
Modern Languages Open, Liverpool University Press—
they have sought to demonstrate what languages 
researchers can bring to digital research, particularly in 
terms of challenging narrowly anglophone approaches. 

Most recently, they organised a series of online 
seminars highlighting the vital work of doctoral 
students in the UK and beyond conducting new 
research on digital media in Spanish, Russian, Chinese, 
Portuguese, Italian, French, and German. They also 
collaborated on a virtual workshop called ‘Disrupting 
Digital Monolingualism’, where speakers from six 
different continents discussed how to challenge 
existing anglophone models of digital culture and 
technology. Addressing themes such as decolonising 
the internet and the relationship between artificial 
intelligence and linguistic and cultural diversity, the 
workshop highlighted the forms of exclusion and 
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marginalisation that the monolingual bias in the digital 
world can reinforce. Project researchers at SAS have 
explored the centrality of language in relation to how 
communities and audiences are sustained on the web 
and on social media, demonstrating how an exclusive 
focus on English neglects vast sectors of the world’s 
internet users. 

Another major area of the IMLR’s research has focused 
on community engagement and the Latin American 
community in South London (Southwark and 
Lambeth). In partnership with Southwark Council, the 
project has promoted civic participation and capacity 
building in Latin American community organisations 
by working closely with key stakeholders, such as 
Southwark Public Health, clinical commissioning 
groups, the national HIV Commission lead, the 
Indoamerican Refugee and Migrant Organisation, Latin 
American Women’s Rights Services (LAWRS), and Voces 
amigas de la esperanza.

Through a series of action-research initiatives led by 
Dr María Soledad Montañez (IMLR), the project has 
demonstrated the effectiveness of community-specific 
forms of engagement that recognise the significance 
of linguistic and cultural concerns in community 
formation, civic participation, and the integration 
of new migrant communities in the UK. Using a 
multidisciplinary, arts-informed approach and working 
in partnership with community groups, programmes 
of creative activities such as storytelling and art 
book-making have explored new ways of reflecting 
and addressing challenges faced by the community. 
Montañez has also launched and is co-facilitating a 
cross-sector Latin American network in partnership 
with Community Southwark to bring together key 
stakeholders and partners to respond to these issues 
and increase the representation of the Latin American 
community in Southwark.

Most recently, the IMLR and LAWRS have worked 
together in the design and development of an English 
language programme for and by Latin American 
women. This was based on the recognition that a lack 
of proficiency in English is one of the most significant 
barriers to accessing key services such as education, 
health, and social care, which also results in lower 
wages and limited educational and employment 
opportunities. Due to funding cuts, English language 
learning providers are oversubscribed, and Latin 
American women also face specific barriers to access, 
such as lack of childcare or classes scheduled at 
times incompatible with employment in hospitality 

and cleaning services. Tailored to respond to Latin 
American women’s specific needs and interests, the 
course uses a feminist and intersectional approach to 
language teaching and learning. It combines English 
language learning with vital information about life in 
the UK, including practical information about labour 
and women’s rights, accessing health services, and 
understanding the education system, as well as general 
knowledge on British culture and politics, as identified 
by the service users. The project is a collaboration with 
Carolina Gaspari (UX/UI designer), Claudia López-Pintos 
(EAL teacher, St Gabriel’s College), Noel Genne (LAWRS’s 
Language Café) and the Sin Fronteras Youth Group 
(LAWRS). It builds on previous collaborations between 
the IMLR and LAWRS, such as the Young Latin American 
Women Leading Change project to encourage civic 
participation and leadership among young women 
and girls in Southwark. 

This work is an integral part of the IMLR’s strategic 
endeavours to increase the inclusivity and reach of 
Modern Languages as a discipline. Overall, the Cross-
Language Dynamics project has demonstrated the 
vital contribution of languages researchers to the major 
social challenges of our time. While the project at the 
IMLR is now in its final stages, the longer-term initiatives 
and partnerships established continue to drive efforts 
to develop new agendas that foster more language-
inclusive approaches to research and engagement.

Decolonising Modern Languages

In September 2020, the Institute of Modern Languages 
Research and the University of Birmingham held a 
major online symposium on decolonising teaching and 
learning in Modern Languages. ‘Decolonising Modern 
Languages: A Symposium for Sharing Practices and 
Ideas’ attracted more than 500 delegates from around 
the world. Selected contributions will be published 
in the very first Handbook for Decolonising Modern 
Languages, edited by Dr Joseph Ford (IMLR) and Dr 
Emanuelle Santos (Birmingham). Grant applications to 
expand this work beyond the academy and into UK 
schools are being prepared. 

Initiatives to ‘decolonise’ the university have taken 
hold across the higher education sector. Frequently 
student-led, they have included demands for 
universities to radically rethink economic ties with slave 
traders, redevelop predominantly white European 
curricula, and adopt structural reforms that lead to the 
appointment of a more diverse workforce. University 
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departments have integrated new programmes of 
research that seek to both acknowledge and challenge 
the legacies of colonialism, but it is imperative to 
ask to what extent these changes constitute a deep 
reckoning with structures that perpetuate colonial 
thinking and power relations in the classroom. 

While research agendas in the field of Modern 
Languages have begun to embrace change, it has been 
far less clear how the Modern Languages teaching 
landscape has been transformed in recent years. The 
IMLR, in partnership with the University of Birmingham, 
is leading discussions within the discipline on how 
to embrace the decolonising agenda to make small 
but meaningful steps towards positive change. The 
questions at the core of the forthcoming Handbook 
and new Decolonising Modern Languages network 
are: ‘What are the opportunities and challenges that 
have arisen when integrating decolonial research 
into materials and methodologies for teaching?’ and 
‘How can staff be better enabled to implement these 
increasingly more self-reflexive methodologies into 
pedagogical practice?’

Designed as a springboard for the Handbook and 
network, the September symposium welcomed 
speakers from the UK, the US, and North Africa, 
working in languages from German and Portuguese 
to Spanish, French, Italian, English, and Arabic. The 
transnational nature of the discipline meant that talks 
were delivered by a diverse group of speakers who 
discussed the work they have been doing to address 
questions relating to the decolonisation of curricula 
and working practices. The online format of the 
discussions and planned future network will actively 
continue these conversations, enriching perspectives 
on decolonisation and increasing the opportunity 
for public engagement and impact well beyond the 
IMLR’s London base. Speakers introduced a variety 
of topics that will be addressed in the Handbook, 
including the notion of the ‘hidden curriculum’ (where 
institutions and teachers fail to notice the normative 
values that implicitly underpin curriculum design), the 
benefits of working with ‘heritage’ language speakers 
in the communities around universities, the use of 
performance as an alternative mode of assessment, 
and the need to unpick notions of ‘neutrality’ and 
‘reliability’ in the Western academy and their links to the 
colonial project of education.  

One of the recurring challenges faced by teachers and 
researchers in universities is the lack of diversity among 
students who choose to study Modern Languages at 

tertiary and degree level. This can be addressed, at least 
in part, by fostering talent and interest in languages in 
young children. In her contribution to the symposium, 
Gitanjali Patel, founder of an organisation called 
Shadow Heroes, described how she uses translation 
as a tool to encourage school-age children to engage 
very early on with languages other than English. 
Working with pupils who speak ‘heritage’ languages at 
home alongside pupils who speak only English, Patel 
empowers those students with existing language skills 
not only as ambassadors for their language but also 
as cultural experts who can encourage others to learn 
languages and thus get to know the world in different 
and more diverse ways. One of the key aims of the 
new network is to address what has become known 
as the ‘languages pipeline’—an initiative that envisions 
scholars going into schools and offering advice to 
teachers on ways to create a more inclusive and 
diverse curriculum that propels students into studying 
languages beyond school age. 

Some universities and departments of languages will 
find the question of decolonising the curriculum a 
difficult one to approach. Decolonising means taking 
the time to delve deep into one’s own past, examining 
one’s own implication in structures of exploitation 
and exclusion, and persuading others to do the same. 
However, the benefits of doing this work can, as the 
Handbook and network hope to show, build a more 
equitable, inclusive, and thriving field that attracts 
students from diverse backgrounds and helps to 
rebuild a discipline that has diversity, internationalism, 
and intercultural understanding at its core.

Letting the people speak: early 
modern petitions reveal hidden voices

In recent months, the Institute of Historical Research 
has been hearing voices from early modern England. 
These are not the voices to which historians are most 
accustomed—those of the elite, literate, or powerful 
whose views come down to us through official records 
and correspondence. Rather, these are the voices of 
ordinary men and women who came together to raise 
concerns, issue requests, or voice protest, and whose 
opinions were captured in thousands of signed petitions 
submitted to local officials, the Crown, and parliament.

The IHR’s encounter with these voices comes from 
its involvement, as technical partner, in ‘The Power 
of Petitioning in Seventeenth-Century England’—a 
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two-year digitisation and interpretation project funded 
by the Arts and Humanities Research Council and the 
Economic History Society, and led by historians at 
Birkbeck and University College London. 

'The Humble Petition of Jock of Bread, Scotland' (1648), National 
Library of Scotland.

In seventeenth-century England, petitioning was 
commonplace. It offered one of the few ways to seek 
redress or reprieve, or to express personal and communal 
interests. Petitions were the means by which the ‘ruled’ 
spoke directly to those in power. As communications, 
they took many forms. Some were carefully crafted 
demands signed by thousands and sent to Crown and 
parliament. Others were hastily written, and deeply 
personal, expressions of need or anger. Whatever their 
form, petitions reflect the seldom-heard concerns of 
supposedly ‘powerless’ people in early modern society.

The IHR’s contribution to the project draws on 
its extensive experience in the digitisation and 
online publication of medieval and early modern 
documents—notably British History Online, the 
Institute’s digital library of primary and secondary 
resources covering the period c. 1200–1800. 

Since early 2019, the IHR has been responsible 
for marking up and publishing new transcripts of 
hand-written petitions held at record offices in 
Cheshire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Westminster, and 
Worcestershire. Additional sets of petitions, now 
kept by The National Archives and the Parliamentary 
Archives (and originally submitted to members of 
the House of Lords), complete the final collection of 
2,526 documents that now appears in full on British 
History Online. Though the majority of petitions were 
written and sent during the seventeenth century, the 
earliest record dates from 1573 (this being a complaint 
against a rowdy neighbour in a Cheshire village) while 
the latest, from 1799, records a request by religious 
dissenters to establish a new chapel.

The voices that emerge are fascinating. The ‘humble 
petition’ sent to a local magistrate, for example, could be 
a personal request for poor relief or a pension on behalf 
of veteran, support for a widow or unmarried mother, or 
an apprentice’s plea for release from an abusive master. 
Others were group petitions written and signed on behalf 
of a community. Petitions of this kind sought relief from 
taxation, the removal of paupers to their home parish, 
or the restraint of unruly neighbours who threatened 
local harmony. Many petitioners were everyday working 
people—small holders, shopkeepers, traders—who 
sought to protect their livelihoods when threatened by 
development or rule changes. 

Though many of the digitized petitions capture these 
previously hidden voices, some also feature individuals 
of national standing. Following his detention by 
Parliament in late 1640, for example, the lieutenant-
general of Ireland, Thomas, Earl of Strafford, petitioned 
the House of Lords for his release—there being (as 
far as Strafford could discern) no ‘matter in spetiall 
objected against him’. His plea, however, fell on deaf 
ears and, with the country sliding to civil war, Strafford 
was executed for high treason the following year.

Searching the petitions on British History Online 
reminds us that local grievances also remained pressing 
even at such times of national crisis. After two decades 
of revolution, civil war, regicide, and republicanism, the 
villagers of Bramhall, Cheshire, were moved to petition 
not by Oliver Cromwell or the Protectorate regime, 
but a smith named Richard Fallowes. His crime was to 
run an alehouse that harboured drunkards and turned 
Bramhall into a centre for immorality. The petition drew 
magistrates’ attention to the ‘the crying noyce of sin’ 
caused by drunkenness and fornication at the alehouse 
and asked that Fallowes ‘may be suppressed from 
selling of ale and beere for the future’.

As a project recovering the concerns, wishes, and 
disputes of early modern life, ‘Power of Petitioning’ is 
a striking example of historians’ interest in recovering 
forgotten or hidden pasts. This is also an important 
and exciting new departure for the IHR’s British History 
Online, which has hitherto tended towards historical 
voices of authority. It’s a new direction that editors are 
keen to pursue further. 

In keeping with its subject matter, ‘The Power of 
Petitioning’ project is similarly inclusive and civic-
minded—bringing together English record offices, the 
University of the Third Age, and family historians to work 
on the transcribed petitions. Freely available as part 
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of British History Online, the 2,526 digitised petitions 
will remain permanently available to all, and therefore 
far more accessible than had they simply appeared in 
a print publication. To complete its involvement, the 
IHR is currently developing an enhanced interface to 
the petitions. This will enable researchers to search by 
date, topic, and petitioner profile—allowing further 
opportunity to eavesdrop on the everyday hopes and 
grievances of early modern England.

Listings and transcriptions of all 2,526 petitions are 
available from British History Online: british-history.
ac.uk/search/series/petitions

For more on ‘The Power of Petitioning’ project, visit: 
petitioning.history.ac.uk/

Taking stock of the Commonwealth

The 2020 Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) was due to open in Rwanda on 22 
June. In April, with only a couple of months to go, the 
inevitable announcement was made that the summit 
was being postponed to some unspecified date due to 
COVID-19. Whatever their shortcomings, the biennial 
CHOGMs do at least tend to raise the public visibility 
of the Commonwealth and spark debates in the press 
about its direction and purpose. With no plans on the 
part of the Secretariat to hold any alternative events 
online, there was a significant gap in the diaries of 
Commonwealth-related organisations. 

The Institute of Commonwealth Studies has a particular 
interest in exploring ways in which the Commonwealth 
can be reimagined and reinvigorated. It responded 
to the global pandemic by taking a series of its own 
events online, including workshops on decolonization 
and Commonwealth history. It quickly became clear 
that there was a strong appetite for these forums, and 
that technology provided new opportunities to link 
participants from across the globe. The idea therefore 
took shape of staging its own, entirely unofficial online 
conference on the current state of the Commonwealth 
on 24 June, in the middle of what would have been  
the week of the CHOGM. Its 12-hour duration would 
permit participation across time zones, spanning the 
entire Commonwealth from New Zealand to Canada 
and the Caribbean. 

The unofficial nature of the conference, called 
‘Taking Stock of the Commonwealth - The World after 
Covid-19’, allowed the Institute to work ‘against the 

grain’ of the official Commonwealth. As well as being 
inward-looking in terms of their substantive business, 
CHOGMs have become notorious for their lengthy 
final communiques covering an impossibly wide range 
of worthy sentiments. At the same time, the inter-
governmental Commonwealth has tended to avoid 
addressing something that almost all its members 
have shared experience off—the complex and often 
poisonous legacies of the British empire. By contrast, 
this was the key area the ICwS conference sought to 
explore. It considered attempts to overturn colonial-
era laws criminalising homosexuality and campaigns 
to obtain reparations for slavery and colonial human 
rights abuses. The ICwS was therefore delighted to 
have leading experts to discuss these issues, including 
Professor Sir Hilary Beckles, the Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of the West Indies and author of a 
major study of the reparations question. And because 
there are resemblances in parliamentary systems and 
laws governing the press, the Commonwealth also 
provides a fascinating comparative basis on which to 
study contemporary threats to democracy and media 
freedom in the world, the subject of two separate 
panels of the conference.

The last Commonwealth heads of government, which 
took place in London in April 2018, was overshadowed 
by the Windrush scandal. The recent ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
protests across the world have brought the issue of 
the marginalisation of BAME people back into the 
limelight. The ICwS therefore felt it was particularly 
appropriate that it should revisit the Windrush scandal, 
and it managed to bring together Amelia Gentleman 
of the Guardian; the Revd Ambassador Guy Hewitt, 
the High Commissioner of Barbados to London; and 
Jacqueline McKenzie of McKenzie Beute and Pope, 
who each played an important role in shaming the 
British government over its handling of the affair at 
the time of the 2018 summit. To provide a Caribbean 
perspective, they were joined on the panel by Dr 
Laurajan Obermuller from the University of the West 
Indies. The session was expertly chaired by Dr Juanita 
Cox, who has been conducting oral history research at 
the Institute on issues related to Windrush.

And did this ambitious plan work? Recordings of the 
six panels, including an introduction from the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Wendy Thompson, are available 
on the Institute’s website, so it is possible for readers of 
this annual review to judge for themselves. Technically, 
from its first, extremely lively panel discussion on the 
global impact of COVID-19 between Professor Robert 

http://british-history.ac.uk/search/series/petitions
http://british-history.ac.uk/search/series/petitions
http://petitioning.history.ac.uk/
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Patman (of the University of Otago, New Zealand), 
Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta (in New Delhi), Dr Suan 
Ee Ong (in Singapore) and Sharon Memis (of the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities in London), 
the conference succeeded in connecting a remarkable 
group of speakers from around the Commonwealth. 
Given the logistical challenges, this was a significant 
achievement in itself. But more importantly, the 
standard of each panel discussion was outstandingly 
high, and there was a real urgency and passion to 
the debates. The panels on Windrush and LGBQT+ 
rights were masterclasses in how Commonwealth 
summits can be utilised by non-governmental activists 
to promote their agendas. And those on threats to 
democracy and media freedom pointed to the fact 
that, increasingly, those threats come from the elected 
leaders of Commonwealth member states themselves. 

Too often, when commentators talk about ‘the 
Commonwealth’ they actually mean the inter-
governmental Commonwealth coordinated by the 
Secretariat. And viewed in that perspective, it is 
hardly surprising that many have come to view the 
Commonwealth as a spent force. Yet the conference 
on 24 June was a reminder that, throughout its history, 
which stretches back far beyond the creation of the 
Secretariat in 1965, there have always been other 
Commonwealth networks, sometimes employed 
for the purposes of protest and opposition. In the 
current circumstances, against the background of the 
Black Lives Matter protests and a renewed interest 
in the legacies of Empire, our conference suggested 
that it is time to revisit those alternative histories of 
the Commonwealth and perhaps reawaken a focus 
and energy that has been sorely lacking at the inter-
governmental level.

To view recordings of the ‘Taking the Stock of the 
Commonwealth’ sessions, visit commonwealth.sas.
ac.uk/events/videos-and-podcasts#Stock.

Commodities of Empire: expanding 
the network 

The ‘Commodities of Empire’ British Academy research 
project came to the Institute of Latin American 
Studies in 2016 with five years of funding to foster 
new approaches in global commodity history and to 
develop an audiovisual strategy to engage audiences 
outside academia. 

The project began in 2007 as a collaboration between 
Dr Sandip Hazareesingh (Open University) and Dr Jean 
Stubbs and Dr Jonathan Curry-Machado (London 
Metropolitan University). In 2016, the team included 
Drs Stubbs and Curry-Machado at ILAS, Dr William 
Gervase Clarence-Smith (SOAS), and Dr Simon Jackson 
(University of Birmingham). By then, the project had 
formed a global network of scholars researching how 
commodities circulate within, between, and beyond 
empires, with a particular focus on the Caribbean and 
Latin America, Asia, and Africa from the nineteenth 
century to the present. A priority from the outset was 
for researchers across the Global South and North 
to engage in academic exchange, with a view to 
furthering a comparative understanding of interlinking 
systems, agents, and circuits in the movement and 
impact of commodities at the local, regional, and 
international levels, situating historically the drivers of 
contemporary globalisation. 

Within the network, international collaborative 
initiatives formed around key areas of debate: anti-
commodities, commodity and migration history, 
and commodity frontiers. In tandem with annual 
workshops, working papers and other publications, 
and a strong web presence, collaboration was 
further enhanced by the launch of the AHRC-
funded ‘Commodity Histories’ web platform in 2014 
(commodityhistories.org). The platform was conceived 
as a public forum for research postings, news and 
information about the history of commodities, and 
promoting awareness of the rich histories and cultures 
of the Caribbean and Latin America, Asia and Africa. 
Initially hosted by the Open University, the platform is 
being re-launched by the School of Advanced Study 
as part of the project’s audiovisual strategy, led by Dr 
Curry-Machado, which to date has featured several 
audio versions of working papers.

The devastating experience 
of Hurricane Irma, which in 
2017 hit the Cuban coastal 
town of Caibarién, was the 
starting point for expanding 
the network to embrace 
environmental history and 
film. Drawing on previous 
collaborations with 
colleagues at the Havana-
based Antonio Nuñez 
Jiménez Foundation for 

Nature and Humankind and the Cuban Film Institute, as 

http://commonwealth.sas.ac.uk/events/videos-and-podcasts#Stock
http://commonwealth.sas.ac.uk/events/videos-and-podcasts#Stock
http://commodityhistories.org
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well as first-hand research experience in the Caibarién 
area, Drs Stubbs and Curry-Machado worked with 
Michael Chanan (Roehampton) on a successful bid for 
further AHRC funding in 2018. Together with Cuban 
colleagues, they set out to explore the historical and 
contemporary effects of climate events in relation to 
the rise and fall of commodity frontiers—coffee, 
tobacco, sugar, fishing, and tourism—supplying global 
markets; how these impacted on the local social, 
economic, and natural environment; and where the 
possibilities lay for sustainable futures. It aimed to do 
this through interviews with experts and local 
residents, location filming, and research in film archives. 

The work went ahead on a tight schedule (and 
budget) during 2019, notwithstanding the difficulties 
facing Cuba due to adverse national and international 
economic conditions. Despite fuel shortages and 
power outages, the finished film, Cuba: Living Between 
Hurricanes, was launched in December during Havana’s 
International Festival of New Latin American  
Cinema. It has since been made freely available 
online at livingbetweenhurricanes.org. Although the 
coronavirus pandemic prevented public screenings  
of the film, online screenings with virtual Q&A sessions  
have proven successful in reaching a wide range  
of audiences.

In 2019, the core team welcomed Dr Jelmer Vos 
(Glasgow), who hosted the annual workshop and 
co-edited (with Drs Stubbs, Clarence-Smith and Curry-
Machado), Handbook of Commodity History, which 
Oxford University Press will publish next year. 

With the documentary film in circulation, audio 
versions of working papers available online, and the 
Handbook advancing towards publication, and having 
been awarded British Academy funding for a further 
five years, the Commodities of Empire project looks 
forward to new opportunities for nurturing local and 
global commodity research and awareness.

Supporting research and dialogue on 
minority rights

The Institute of Commonwealth Studies has 
longstanding commitments to research promotion and 
facilitation in relation to marginalised and persecuted 
minority groups. This includes the work of its faculty 
through the Human Rights Consortium (HRC) and 
Refugee Law Initiative.

The coronavirus pandemic impacted heavily on 
the ability of the United Nations to host its regular 
meetings. When planned regional forums of the UN 
Forum on Minority Issues were delayed or cancelled, 
Dr Corinne Lennox (Senior Lecturer in Human Rights, 
ICwS, and Co-Director, HRC) partnered with the Tom 
Lantos Institute (TLI, based in Budapest) and the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues, Dr Fernand de 
Varennes, to organise three live webinars in June and 
July 2020. These focused on three issues key to the 
Special Rapporteur’s mandate: minority language and 
education rights, hate speech, and conflict prevention. 
Each related to recent or future thematic sessions of 
the UN Forum on Minority Issues. Dr Lennox is currently 
managing a research project on the UN Forum (with 
Dr Anna-Mária Bíró, Executive Director of the TLI) that 
examines, among other things, how minority groups 
are able to use the UN to advocate for their rights. The 
live webinars built on this research. 

The aim of the webinars was to provide a platform 
for experts from minority groups to make 
recommendations to the UN via the Special Rapporteur 
on pressing concerns. 

The first webinar, on education and language rights, 
featured contributions from researchers and activists in 
India (Dr Shivani Nag, Ambedkar University Delhi), Tunisia 
(Nouha Grine, UN Minority Fellow) and Romania (Dr 
Tamás Kiss, Romanian Institute for Research on National 
Minorities). Lawyer and journalist Nurcan Kaya discussed 
Kurdish language rights. She had been barred from travel 
by the Turkish government in 2019 when invited to speak 
at a regional session of the Forum on Minority Issues, 
a reminder of the persecution faced by many minority 
human rights defenders. 

In the second webinar, Lecia Brooks of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center spoke about the Center’s work 
in documenting the rise of hate groups in the US 
and the impact of the Black Lives Matter movement. 
Nighat Dad spoke in the same session about her work 
in Pakistan with the Digital Rights Foundation, which 
is tracing hate speech spread via social media. The 
rise in hate speech against the Roma in Europe under 
the coronavirus pandemic was discussed by Dr Iulius 
Rostas (Central European University). Dr Sejal Parmar 
(University of Sheffield) also related the work of the UN 
Secretary General to combat hate speech. 

Several conflicts affecting minorities were discussed 
in the third webinar. Esther Ojulari, a PhD student at 
ICwS, discussed the mobilisation of Afro-Colombians 

http://livingbetweenhurricanes.org
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for reparations not only for conflict but also for slavery, 
a growing demand worldwide. Two conflicts not 
often in the international news were discussed: Paul 
Simo (Centre for Law and Public Policy) spoke about 
the civil conflict in Cameroon affecting marginalised 
anglophones, and Dan Hkung Awng Nbyen 
(Kachinland College) raised awareness of the conflict in 
Kachinland in Myanmar. Participants were also joined 
by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe’s High Commissioner on National Minorities, 
Lamberto Zannier, who described how his mandate is 
dealing with new challenges of populism and anti-
minority policies in wider Europe. 

The role of the School in providing spaces for 
transnational solidarity, dialogue, and advocacy for 
minority groups is vital to its mission of widening 
inclusion and facilitating research on marginalised 
groups. The webinar recordings can be viewed at 
youtube.com/user/TLIbudapes.

Understanding racism and promoting 
inclusivity in Latin American studies

Dr Nadia Mosquera-Muriel held a postdoctoral 
Stipendiary Visiting Fellowship at the Institute of 
Latin American Studies from October 2019 to March 
2020. She is an ethnographer who has conducted 
activist research with Afro-Venezuelan cultural 
producers and political activists in Parroquia Caruao, an 
Afrodescendant community of La Guaira state on the 
north-central Venezuelan coast. This part of the country 
is populated mainly by descendants of those enslaved 
on plantations in the area from the seventeenth to the 
nineteenth centuries.

Ruined sugar warehouse, Caibarién. Photo by Gonzalo Vidal.

Dr Mosquera-Muriel’s research interests span the areas 
of race and blackness, politics of culture, structural 

racism, and social movements in contemporary 
Venezuela. For more than 17 years, she has collaborated 
with youth and black grassroots organisations in 
Venezuela. She is also an alumna of the United Nations 
Human Rights Fellowship Programme for People 
of African Descent. This Fellowship is the broadest 
network of emerging international leaders of African 
descent across the diaspora, committed to fighting 
against racism and advocating for the human rights 
of people of African descent. Dr Mosquera-Muriel’s 
research and activism fit closely with this platform, as 
her work is deeply committed to producing decolonial 
analysis that supports the political struggles of black 
populations, challenges racism, and questions the 
structures that sustain racial inequalities in Latin 
America. Despite some reforms, and the growing 
recognition of racial inequalities in Latin America since 
the 2000s, the region still has a long way to go in 
addressing inequalities that emerge at the intersections 
of race, gender, class, ability, age, and sexuality. A clear 
example is the structural marginalisation of black 
women from the realm of politics and decision-making 
positions in Latin America.

As a scholar/activist, a former UN Fellow, and a young, 
black Latin American woman, Dr Mosquera-Muriel 
was invited to participate in the regional seminar 
‘Afro-Descendant Women: Empowerment and Political 
Participation in Public Life’ in San José, Costa Rica, in 
December 2019. This event, co-organised by the UN 
Office of the High Commissioner and the Government 
of Costa Rica, was attended by the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet 
and Costa Rica’s Vice-President Epsy Campbell-Barr. 
The event created a space for scholars and activists 
in the region to collectively discuss how to address 
the exclusion of Afro-Latin American women from 
positions of power. The event promoted exchanges on 
the structural issues that prevent black women’s access 
to positions of power, and the violence and anti-black 
racism and misogyny experienced by the few black 
women who do reach such positions.

Exploring race and representation 
in art: the surprising story of Eugène 
Warburg

The very week that the Black Lives Matter protests 
came to England and Edward Colston’s statue was 
dumped into Bristol Harbour, the Warburg Institute 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=TLIbudapes
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hosted a lecture on the forgotten life of a black sculptor 
that hit very close to home. It was offered by Professor 
Paul Kaplan (Purchase College, State University of New 
York) as an introduction to ‘The Other Warburg.’

Our Warburg, the one who gave his name to the 
Warburg Institute, was the scholarly scion of one 
of Germany’s great banking families. Aby Warburg 
(1866–1929) gave up banking for books at an early 
age, doing pioneering work in the fields of art and 
cultural history and creating a legendary library in his 
home city of Hamburg. Exiled to London when the 
Nazis came to power in 1933, the Warburg Institute 
is the only institution saved from those dark years to 
survive in Britain today. It was given in perpetuity to the 
University of London in 1944 and joined the School of 
Advanced Study when it was established in 1994.

Eugène Warburg’s journey is far-less known but no less 
extraordinary. He was born into slavery in New Orleans 
around 1826 to a German Jewish father and a black 
francophone mother. Freed and educated, he went 
on to become an accomplished artist before his early 
and obscure death in 1859. His final years as an expat 
sculptor in Europe took him finally to Italy, where Aby 
Warburg carried out his early art historical research. But 
his travels also brought him into contact with both pro-
slavery American diplomats in Paris and the leading 

transatlantic abolitionists in London. His relationship 
with Harriet Beecher Stowe led to his popular 
sculptural representation (one of his few surviving 
works) of a black character from Stowe’s second anti-
slavery novel, Dred, produced in England in 1856.

Kaplan’s lecture drew attention to a major resource 
for the study of race and representation that has 
lived at the Warburg Institute for decades but is (like 
Aby’s African-American cousin) far too little known. 
It is the great photographic archive and research 
library devoted to ‘The Image of the Black in Western 
Art’—created by Dominique de Menil in the 1960s 
as a response to the Civil Rights Movement in the 
United States. It has provided the materials for a series 
of books, produced under the auspices of Harvard 
University; but there is far more work to be done on 
these images and the stories they tell, and the Warburg 
Institute invites scholars and artists to find new uses for 
the archive at a time when such issues matter, it seems, 
more than ever.

Paul Kaplan’s lecture from 2 June 2020 can be found  
on the Warburg Institute’s YouTube channel at  
youtu.be/Nt4KGvHk0ZE. His book Contraband Guides: 
Race, Transatlantic Culture, and the Arts in the Civil War 
Era is published by The Pennsylvania State University 
Press (2020).

Humanities for everyone: the Being Human festival turns five

How do we make the humanities inclusive? How do we 
make sure that work done by relatively small groups 
of people, in relatively powerful positions, in relatively 
secluded and remote environments, maintains a 
connection to the ever-changing communities that 
make up our society? These are not easy questions to 
answer. As we enter the second decade of the twenty-
first century, however, it is clear they are issues that 
must be addressed.  

Public engagement provides one way of making 
progress. Moving beyond a model of simply informing 
public audiences of the ‘great work’ that we do in the 
humanities, public engagement at its best provides 
a mechanism for building lasting relationships with 
those outside the academic bubble. It means involving 
people in the full research cycle, and, ultimately, 
strengthening relationships between universities and 
civic society. 

Being Human at five
In 2019, the School celebrated the fifth anniversary 
of the creation of its flagship public engagement 
initiative. The Being Human festival of the humanities 
was established in 2014 as a forum for connecting 
public audiences to humanities research across the 
country. Five years later, it remains the only national 
festival of the humanities anywhere in the world. 

Between 2014 and 2020, Being Human has supported 
more than 1,500 free events and reached audiences 
of over 150,000. The festival works not only with 
universities, but also with a wider network of 
community partners, including museums, galleries, 
and community spaces. Being Human has staged 
international activities in Paris, Rome and Melbourne, 
and has provided a forum for around 70 universities 
and more than 600 researchers a year to undertake 
public engagement activities. For many, it provides a 
vital first step into this world. 

http://youtu.be/Nt4KGvHk0ZE
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The local within the national 
The first few years of the School’s Being Human festival 
have enabled it to develop and support a particular form 
of public engagement, one rooted in a desire to connect 
even the most complex and ambitious humanities 
research to everyday contexts and everyday lives. 

Being Human doesn’t take place on campuses, but 
in community spaces. It features events in libraries, 
museums, shopping centres, pubs, and cafes. Many 
of them are co-produced, developed in collaboration 
with communities to ensure that activities are directly 
relevant to the places in which they live. Some event 
titles from the 2019 festival give a sense of this: ‘Derby’s 
Moonstruck Philosophers’, ‘Sunderland’s Unsung 
Heroes’, ‘Warhol in Wolverhampto’, ‘Greeks in Edinburgh’. 

Being Human events generally don’t look like events 
that would be found in other arts festivals. They are 
creative, hand-made, community-led. They use unusual 
formats—from community cafes to comedy nights, 
writing workshops to wrestling matches—to tell stories 
that connect to local contexts. They link humanities 
research to everyday issues affecting people every day 
in towns, cities, and communities across the UK. 

Are the humanities for us? 
At the heart of the Being Human festival is the core 
belief that ‘the humanities are for everyone’. The School 
believes that the humanities help us understand what it 
means to be human, and that everyone should be able 

to get involved in the latest research taking place in these 
subject areas. The festival has made huge progress over 
five years in building a network that helps make that ideal 
come true. But there is still work to do. 

A highlight of the festival’s fifth anniversary celebrations 
was a special event organised in collaboration with the 
charity Arts Emergency, called ‘Are the Humanities for Us?’. 

Arts Emergency is a charity that exists to help people 
from marginalised backgrounds access higher 
education and establish careers in the arts. It provides a 
mentoring network to give young people the contacts 
they need to launch what are still, unfortunately, some 
of the most exclusive and class-bound careers.

This event featured a range of speakers, including 
Professor Joan Anim-Addo (Goldsmiths), and Dr 
Jonathan Saha (Leeds), co-author of the Royal Historical 
Society’s Race, Ethnicity, and Equality in UK History 
report). Perhaps more significantly, it also featured 
input from a younger generation, and from Arts 
Emergency’s mentees themselves. These younger 
voices spoke movingly not only about what they have 
gained from studying the humanities, but also about 
the significant challenges they have faced in doing so. 

Are the humanities for everyone? Clearly, as things 
stand, they are not. But the year 2019–20 offered the 
Being Human festival an opportunity to reflect on what 
it had achieved in opening up the world of humanities 
research—and the vital work that still remains to be done. 

'Making Medusa', a Being Human puppet-making workshop in partnership with Little Angel Theatre, London.
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Features

Transformation of Charles Clore House nears completion 

The iconic IALS building at 17 Russell Square—Charles 
Clore House—has been transformed by a successful 
University of London building project to meet the 
current and future needs of its users. The major phase 
of the two-year, £11.5 million project was completed 
on time and on budget in March 2020. 

The work to redesign and refurbish the IALS academic 
and research areas on the fifth floor has created new 
and inspiring spaces for the director, research staff, 
academic centres, Fellows, and professional staff. 
Welcoming and inspiring spaces have also been 
created for the Institute’s students. New front doors 
and a new external lift have been installed at the main 
entrance to ensure that the building is fully accessible. 

The University’s Transformation Project also included 
the redesign of the IALS Library. A spacious entrance 
on the second floor boasts natural light, uninterrupted 
views looking out over Russell Square, and an 
exhibition space for displaying rare books and items 
from the archive collection. The old entrance and exit 
gate systems have been replaced with up-to-date 
RFID technology-based library security. New facilities 
and services for users, including a large group training 
room, two group study rooms, a reference advice room 
for one-to-one training, an IT room with appropriate 
equipment and software for users with special needs, 
and a free self-issue laptop loan service are now in 
place. Library research carrels for senior researchers and 

visiting fellows have been redesigned and increased 
in number. Secondary glazing to reduce the impact 
of outside traffic noise and new wifi access points 
have been installed on all library floors. Across the 
library there are 50 additional study desk spaces and 
more casual seating areas. New desks and chairs have 
replaced the old furniture throughout the library. 
Finally, a sophisticated cooling and heating system has 
been installed on the roof of the building. 

For the remaining minor phase of works, an additional 
£500,000 has been raised from private donations. These 
funds will be used to complete the refurbishment of the 
ground floor, the archive room, and the lower library 
floors. Much of this work will be undertaken while the 
building is closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
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Creating new communities: a year with the IHR’s Centre for the 
History of People, Place and Community

For the IHR’s Centre for the History of People, Place and 
Community, the past year has been all about building 
new communities, in new ways: reaching out to new 
and non-traditional collaborators, learning from its 
partners, and finding imaginative ways to include and 
involve participants in its research. 

How can new approaches and ways of working help 
create more diverse communities of historical practice? 
And how, amid the particular challenges of 2020 
and the Covid-19 pandemic, has it been possible to 
build and sustain communities of historians working 
across the UK and beyond? For Centre projects, such 
as the Victoria County History (VCH) and Layers of 
London mapping website, this has been a year of 
experimentation, innovation, and discovery.

January 2020 saw the launch of the Victoria 
County History smartphone app—an exciting and 
transformative way to share the content of the project’s 
famous ‘Red Books’ of county history with wider 
audiences. Users can explore layered maps (present-
day and first-edition Ordnance Survey) to navigate 
through 13,713 location pins and explore the VCH 
histories of England’s places. Centre staff have enjoyed 
seeing a user-community emerge on social media 
as people take the app out and about. They include 
one user’s adventure on a walk in Somerset during 
lockdown, when the historic map layer revealed a close 

encounter with an extant, but long forgotten, coal 
mine shaft. Discovering and sharing the stories of our 
places, especially at a time when many of us stayed 
close to home, has never felt so important.

Alongside long-established projects such as the VCH, 
the Centre has also developed new initiatives in 2020, 
forging new partnerships and thinking in fresh ways 
about what can be encompassed by ‘People, Place 
and Community’. A collaboration with the Museum of 
Youth Culture (funded by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund) has brought four ‘virtual’ research interns to the 
IHR, working remotely on the Museum’s ‘Setting the 
Record Straight’ programme on youth cultures in the 
UK. With projects on fast-food spaces, grime music, 
and social housing, the politics of leopard-print and 
the opening night of London super-club Heaven, the 
interns have recovered untold stories and important 
invisible histories. 

Of course, much of the past year has been shaped 
by the impact of Covid-19, national lockdown, and 
social distancing. Just how do you build an inclusive 
community when people can’t physically get together? 
The team at Layers of London, the Centre’s digital 
mapping site, have moved their public engagement 
work into weekly webinars, thinking creatively about 
partnerships and what can be included within the 
scope of crowdsourced public history—from a 
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collaboration with architectural education charity ‘Our 
Hut’ on London’s air vents, to a collection on London 
pubs and microbreweries. In spring and summer 
2020, the Victoria County History has been similarly 
engaged online. Events have included a #VirtualVCH 
conference, with a lecture by Professor David Killingray 
on ‘Diversifying Local History’, and a programme of 
online training. 

Having left their Senate House offices in March 2020, 
the IHR community has devised new initiatives to keep 
in touch beyond regular online meetings. Since then, 
Centre staff have come together in regular ‘Show and 
Tell’ sessions on Zoom. Colleagues have represented 
their work with items as diverse as a magnifying glass, 
an eighteenth-century trade card, and a kipper. Finding 
ways to work together while being apart has been a 
creative challenge, but the Centre is delighted to see its 
communities expanding with the new accessibility of 
online events.

Finally, in autumn 2020, a key initiative for the Centre has 
been its MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) in ‘Applied 
Public History: Places, People, Stories’, with University of 
London Worldwide and Coursera. Exploring case studies 
in public engagement and involvement with research 
has been a great way to bring together friends, partners, 
and collaborators from across the Centre’s work. And, 
most importantly, our ambition is for the MOOC itself to 
create a lively, diverse online community of public history 
practitioners—whether in academia, the heritage sector, 
creative industries, or in their own communities. Skills-
based rather than content-driven, the course feels like 
something of an experiment with the MOOC platform, 
with learners sharing their own experiences and expertise 
to enhance and extend the curated content. You can 
discover our online MOOC community and join the 
conversation at coursera.org/learn/uol-public-history.

At the end of 2020, our communities don’t look 
quite the same as a year ago. In the wider society, of 
course, the big challenges of Covid-19 and strategies 
for recovery remain. In the IHR Centre for the History 
of People, Place and Community, communities of 
research, practice, and engagement have expanded 
and diversified over the past year, as it has forged new 
and sometimes unexpected partnerships and reached 
out to new participants. And, from online meetings to 
a virtual learning community, remote-working interns 
and ongoing social media conversation, its experiences 
have shown how communities can be shaped and 
sustained in very different ways.

New project explores the twentieth-
century trade in medieval manuscripts

Why are some medieval manuscripts valued more 
than others? Who made—and continues to make—
those decisions? And how did a relatively small group 
of collectors, scholars, and book dealers in the early 
twentieth century help reinforce ideas about what 
is considered an ‘important’ manuscript, and in turn 
influence the shape of Medieval Studies as a discipline?

These are some of the questions explored by the 
European Research Council-funded CULTIVATE MSS 
project based at the Institute of English Studies, which 
began in May 2019 and will continue until 2024. 
Comparing the situation in the English-speaking 
world, France, and Germany, it draws on source 
material including auction catalogues, letters, dealers’ 
records, newspaper reports, and collection catalogues 
to explore how the trade in medieval manuscripts 
between 1900 and 1945 affected the development of 
ideas about the nature and value of European culture 
during this period. 

The early twentieth century saw the dispersal of many 
aristocratic libraries and the rise of a new generation 
of collectors whose wealth had been made through 
industry. These new buyers, such as Worcestershire 
sauce heir Charles Dyson Perrins and ‘King of Copper’ 
Alfred Chester Beatty, helped push up prices for certain 
kinds of manuscripts. Increasing American interest in 
owning European ‘treasures’ also caused an exodus 
of books from Europe, fuelling debates about the 
significance of these objects as ‘national monuments’. 
The project analyses the roles of collectors, scholars, 
and dealers in the formation of collections of medieval 
manuscripts and the impact of this on scholarship.

CULTIVATE MSS is led by Senior Lecturer in Manuscript 
Studies Dr Laura Cleaver and brings together a 
multidisciplinary team working in partnership with the 
Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Dr Hannah Morcos and Dr Federico 
Botana are exploring the French and Italian trade; Dr 
Angéline Rais is investigating its German counterpart, 
and Dr Danielle Magnusson is focusing on the English-
speaking world, together with Dr Cleaver. The project 
includes two PhD students: Natalia Fantetti, whose 
work explores the roles played by women within 
the manuscript trade, and Pierre-Louis Pinault, who 
is analysing the influence of bibliophilic clubs and 

http://coursera.org/learn/uol-public-history


 School of Advanced Study  35

societies. Dr Elizabeth Dearnley manages the project’s 
website, blog, and social media, as well as its public 
engagement activities.

The events of 2020 have meant that project team 
members have had to become expert remote 
researchers, maintaining a sense of community via group 
hackathons to augment the Schoenberg Database’s 
records. Working from the UK, Ireland, France, Switzerland, 
and the US, the team has become extremely resourceful 
at finding digitised catalogues, sourcing material, and 
sharing information, whether overcoming the challenges 
of identifying a particular Book of Hours or deciphering 
collectors’ names and pseudonyms.

CULTIVATE MSS has already begun to publish its 
findings in journals and is keeping the conversation 
going via social media. Laura Cleaver’s Talking 

Humanities blog post on Charles Dyson Perrins was 
republished by History Today (talkinghumanities.
blogs.sas.ac.uk/ 2020/02/11/how-worcestershire-
sauce-helped-shape-our-perception-of-the-middle-
ages). In October 2020, the project invited the public to 
take part in this year’s Bloomsbury Festival by joining a 
virtual tour of the hidden histories of Bloomsbury’s rare 
book shops.

Other activities include a conference in 2022, further 
journal articles, and a book by Laura Cleaver on the 
book trade in Britain. Over the five years of the project, 
CULTIVATE MSS will reassesses medieval manuscripts’ 
place in twentieth-century culture – and ask how this has 
continued to influence perceptions of the Middle Ages. 

Read more: ies.sas.ac.uk/research-projects-archives/
cultivate-mss-project

Keppler, Udo J., 1872–1956. The Magnet. New York, June 21, 1911. The Morgan Library & Museum. ARC 2650.

http://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/
http://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/research-projects-archives/cultivate-mss-project
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/research-projects-archives/cultivate-mss-project
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School relaunches University of London Press

The landscape of academic publishing has shifted 
dramatically over the last decade and the ground has 
not yet stopped moving. The turn towards open access 
publishing has resulted in new business models, new 
technologies, and a breadth of experimentation in both 
the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of publishing.

It was against this background that the School 
relaunched the University of London Press in December 
2019. To mark the occasion, a celebration was held, 
attended by colleagues from across the School and 
University, other university presses, the publishing 
industry, and authors past, present and future. Vice 
Chancellor Wendy Thomson and Dean Rick Rylance 
led the toasts, while Professor Caroline Barron shared 
memories of her father’s work as Secretary of the 
Athlone Press (a forerunner to the current press) during 
the 1940s and 50s. She recalled how it was a book 
published by Athlone in 1963 that first inspired her 
to study medieval London, the field that has defined 
her long academic career. In October 2019, the press 
published a festschrift in Professor Barron’s honour, 
Medieval Londoners. It sold more than 200 copies and 
has been downloaded and read over 6,800 times, with 
readers as far afield as Togo and Chile. In an emotional 
tribute, she thought it incredible that her career had 
been ‘book-ended both with Athlone and the new 
University of London Press’. 

To accompany the launch, the press curated a well-
received public exhibition on the fascinating history 
of the Athlone Press. It included original manuscripts 
from former authors, such as the art historian Ernst 
Gombrich and the astronomer Cecilia Payne-
Gasposchkin, as well as protest materials and petitions 
related to its closure in 1978. 

Since its rebirth in September, the press has gone from 
strength to strength, boasting: 

� 165,000 downloads from 198 countries, a 36% 
increase from 2018–2019; an overall download rate 
of 250,000 to date and counting 

� A marked increase in the School’s institutes offering 
open access titles, seven out of the eight that 
publish with the Press. 

� A 15% increase in sales, including new distribution in 
North American territories. 

� 34 new titles with a strong emphasis on human 
rights and international migration studies. 

� New hosting affiliations with OAPEN and Knowledge 
Unlatched. 

� Authors featured on documentary series At This 
Hour, Sky News, BBC History, and others. 
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In November 2019, the press held its first event in 
conjunction with the School’s Being Human festival, 
celebrating the release of Memory, Migration and (De)
Colonisation in the Caribbean and Beyond. This event 
brought together academics, poets, and black British 
community elders to reflect on the cultural, social, and 
political contributions of the Windrush generation. 
It included live readings from BBC Radio 4’s Poet 
Laureate, Mr Gee, and a moving interview conducted 
by journalist Lainy Malkani with ‘Auntie’ Joyce Trotman 
on her experiences teaching in London’s East End in the 
1960s as a young black woman. The Press also designed 
a limited-edition zine for the event that contained 
abridged chapters from the book and original illustrations 
by black British artist Joshua Obeng-Boateng. The zine 
was selected as one of the year’s top independent 
publications by The Newspaper Club.

Following the outbreak of COVID-19 in March 2020, 
with the education sector and independent publishers 
facing unprecedented and widespread bookshop and 
library closures, the Press moved quickly to make its 
most recent backlist titles freely available. On 17 April 
it published the first in its #FreeReadsFriday initiative 
with a book from the Institute of Modern Languages 
Research on West German protest movements in the 
1960s. Others on climate change, ‘Internet-speak’, 
indigenous societies, and an important second edition 
of The Creighton Century followed. Featured authors 
included linguist David Crystal, ethnographer Billie Jean 
Isbell, and historian Eric Hobsbawm. Over the lockdown 
period, the press saw an impressive threefold increase 
in people accessing its free digital content. 

Entering its next phase, the Press plans to build on 
its strength in providing bespoke author services to 
establish an enhanced publishing platform for research 
dissemination. Open access will play an important 
role in the Press’s future, enabling researchers to reach 
a truly global audience as well as allowing for an 
equitable and inclusive academic exchange beyond 
borders. The Press already has an impressive record for 
diversity, having published more than 1,000 authors 
from all over the world. 

The enriched digital-first strategy at the heart of the 
Press will see investment in collaborative, open-source 
publishing technologies currently being trialed across 
the industry. The Press also aims to engage with a 
range of perspectives, spanning sectors and disciplines, 
extending to practitioners as well as scholars. Playing 
to the School’s strengths as a centre for the humanities, 
the Press is now starting to commission books as well 
as continuing to work with the institutes. 

In the words of Professor Barron at the December 
launch: ‘In the arms of the University of London Press 
logo is an open book. It’s great that the university has 
revived the Press and there will go on being many, 
many more open books.” 

Diversifying the German studies 
discipline through German-Jewish 
women’s writing

Over the past four years, the Institute of Modern 
Languages Research has played a leading role in the 
AHRC’s Open World Research Initiative (OWRI) programme 
‘Cross-Language Dynamics: Reshaping Community’. 

One research focus within this project, led by Dr 
Godela Weiss-Sussex, has been on issues of identity, 
community, and belonging and their expression in 
German-Jewish women’s writing in the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. In view of the ongoing precarity 
of the Jewish minority in Germany, research in this area 
is crucial. It is particularly important to make heard 
the voices of women writers who have tended to be 
marginalised. This research feeds directly into current 
efforts to widen and diversify the German—and 
Modern Languages—curriculum. 

Two periods in particular stand out for the fluidity 
and variance in the situation of the Jewish minority 
in Germany: the early twentieth century, which saw a 
wide range of assimilatory and dissimilatory attitudes 
and movements among the German Jewry, and the 
early twenty-first century with its large migratory 
movement into Germany from Eastern Europe. 
Turning to German-Jewish women’s writing in the 
early twentieth century, Dr Weiss-Sussex focused on 
the work of three novelists who were widely read at 
the time but who have been all but forgotten now: 
Auguste Hauschner, Grete Meisel-Hess, and Elisabeth 
Landau. All three authors present remarkably forward-
looking conceptions of Jewish belonging in Germany, 
bringing home the extent to which Jewish women’s 
perspectives differed from and rebelled against those 
expressed by Jewish men. They forcefully emphasise 
the need to break away from oppressive communities 
of origin that threaten their individual development, 
dignity, and freedom. In doing this, they unexpectedly 
turn the tables on the traditional association of the 
feminine with a static, bounded idea of home (‘Heimat’) 
and claim a space providing them with the agency 
to play a leading role in shaping the future and new 
concepts of community. 
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Their works stress the idea of openness and 
transcendence of boundaries and posit new 
configurations of community based on post-racial, 
post-national, and post-patriarchal social visions. 
Interrelationality, rather than boundedness, is the guiding 
concept of belonging we encounter in these novels, 
and it is presented in two exemplary configurations: 
that of motherhood and that of supra- or post-national 
unity in the form of a cultural symbiosis between Jews 
and Germans (Meisel-Hess) or a vision of a ‘United States 
of Europe’ (Landau). These documents of minoritarian 
writing can thus be read as early enunciations of 
feminist thinking—and as a powerful reminder that the 
experience of marginalisation is fertile round for the 
reconceptualisation of space, community, and belonging.

In her exploration of German-Jewish women’s writing in 
the early twenty-first century, Dr Weiss-Sussex focused 
on the work of authors who moved to Germany 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Here, too, 
belonging emerges as a category that is fluid and in 
the individual’s own hands; traditional categorisations 
lose their meanings and are open to be transcended or 
deconstructed. One example of this innovative writing 
of Jewish belonging is Katja Petrowskaja’s record of 
the process of researching and recreating her family’s 
history in Ukraine, Poland, and Austria, Vielleicht Esther 
(2014). Mixing German, Russian, and Polish language 
and working with translations, word associations 
across linguistic barriers, and the deconstruction and 
re-constitution of meaning, Petrowskaja expands 
established concepts of belonging beyond any 
bounded family or ethnic group into a network of 
global connectedness. In her writing—as indeed in 
the writings of other authors who have migrated to 
Germany from the erstwhile Soviet Union, such as Olga 
Grjasnowa or Lena Gorelik—the German language 
emerges as a new and neutral vehicle for expression. 
German citizenship, while connected with painful and 
unfathomable memories, also offers the opportunity for 
new beginnings. 

The insights gained over the past four years into 
German-Jewish women’s writing in the context of the 
OWRI programme reconfigure our understanding of 
national identities well beyond the relationship between 
Jewish and non-Jewish Germans. They urge us to 
rethink issues of identity of minority communities and to 
appreciate highly innovative concepts of interrelational 
and transnational expressions of belonging. The 
inclusion of the publications resulting from this research 
into the German Studies curriculum will contribute in a 
major way to diversifying and expanding the discipline. 

Celebrating Da Vinci: Aby Warburg’s 
Three Lectures on Leonardo, 1899

In December 2019, the Warburg Institute published 
an English translation of Aby Warburg’s Three Lectures 
on Leonardo. The publication celebrated three 
anniversaries: the 500th anniversary of the death of 
Leonardo da Vinci, the 120th anniversary of Warburg’s 
early lectures, and the 75th anniversary of the trust 
deed by which the Warburg Institute became part of 
the University of London. In addition to the publication, 
the celebrations included a public performance of one 
of Warburg’s lectures and an exhibition curated by the 
Institute’s masters students. All of this formed part of 
‘Leonardo 500’, a collaboration with the Italian Cultural 
Institute, which also funded the publication.

Today, Aby Warburg (1866–1929) is recognized as a 
founding figure of the discipline of art history and of 
course as the founder of the Warburg Institute. In 1899, 
when he delivered his Leonardo Lectures, Warburg 
was not such a towering figure; his Hamburg audience 
knew him as a member of an important local banking 
family who had broken with family traditions to study 
art history and live in Florence. The lectures were in part 
designed to present him and his work to his home city 
and they attracted an audience of more than 400. 

The Institute’s archivist, Dr Claudia Wedepohl, had long 
wanted to have one of Warburg’s lectures presented to 
a British audience by his grandson, Professor John Prag. 
Dr Prag is a distinguished archaeologist in his own right 
and a longstanding supporter of the Institute. Leonardo 
500 provided the opportunity for such a presentation 
and in December 2019, Professor Prag read his 
grandfather’s text in a translation by Dr Joseph Spooner, 
who was assisted by the Archive’s Dr Eckart Marchand, a 
member of the Bilderfahrzeuge Project.

Aby Warburg had accompanied his lecture with 
nearly 100 large-scale slides. John Prag used a modern 
PowerPoint presentation, but some of Warburg’s 
surviving slides were displayed in an exhibition in 
the Institute’s Library Reading Room. Drawing on 
the resources of the Institute’s Archive, Library, and 
Photographic Collection, Clementine Bowring, Hannah 
Clapinson, Tereze Lujane, and Helena Rutkowska 
curated a display that told the history of the lectures. 
This exhibition was a highlight of the event and 
attracted visitors until the Institute closed for Christmas.    
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Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
The Clinical Legal Education Handbook

Edited by Linden Thomas and  
Nick Johnson 
May 2020 
Paperback: 978-1-911507-16-1 
PDF: 978-1-911507-17-8 

CLE has become an increasingly 
popular method of legal education in 
recent years. Despite the popularity 
of CLE, there is very little guidance 
available in England and Wales as to how clinics ought 
to be set up or how clinical programmes might best 
be delivered. The Clinical Legal Education Handbook is 
intended to act as a good practice guide and practical 
resource for those engaged in the design and delivery 
of clinical legal education programmes at university  
law schools.

Institute of Classical Studies 
The Afterlife of Herodotus and  
Thucydides

Edited by John North and Peter Mack 
December 2019 
Paperback: 978-1-905670-87-1 

Herodotus of Halicarnassus and 
Thucydides the Athenian were the 
two most famous and earliest of the 
Greek historians whose work survives. Their names 
are frequently linked and their work compared and 
contrasted: Herodotus’ history ranged adventurously 
both in space and time; Thucydides limited himself to 
the events of his own day. Herodotus’ work is certainly 
more fun to read; Thucydides approaches more closely 
to the modern conception of ‘scientific’ history-writing. 
This book seeks to explore the reception of their 
writings from the Byzantine era until today, following 
the ups and downs of their scholarly reputations. 

Institute of Historical Research
Medieval Londoners

Edited by Elizabeth A. New and  
Christian Steer 
October 2019 
Hardback: 978-1-912702-14-5 
PDF: 978-1-912702-15-2 

“Fine pieces of scholarship, based 
on original research. Handsomely 
produced, with well-chosen illustrations (it is a 
pleasure not to have to complain in a review about 
the inadequacy, or even absence, of decent maps), 
Medieval Londoners advances the study of the 
medieval capital at the same time as it acclaims the 
historian (Caroline M. Barron) who has done most to 
bring it to life.” Reviews in History (January 2020)

Medieval Londoners were a diverse group, some born 
in the city, others drawn to the capital from across the 
realm and from overseas. For some, London became 
the sole focus of their lives, while others retained or 
developed networks and loyalties that spread far 
and wide. The rich evidence for the medieval city, 
including archaeological and documentary sources, 
means that the study of London and its inhabitants 
remains a vibrant field. This volume brings together 
archaeologists, historians, art historians and literary 
scholars whose essays provide glimpses of medieval 
Londoners in all their variety. 

Civilian Specialists at War: Britain's  
Transport Experts and the 
First World War

Christopher Phillips 
Hardback: 978-1-909646-90-2 
Paperback: 978-1-909646-97-1 
PDF: 978-1-909646-92-6 
April 2020 

“A timely addition to the ever-emerging new 
historiographical understanding of the First World 
War in Britain... This book should be on the shelves of 
every First World War historian.” Twentieth Century British 
History (August 2020)

Selection of Books Produced by 
University of London Press in 2019-20
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“The authors contribute to an understanding of 
decolonization as a multi-layered process [and] the 
thread that binds together this inclusive conversation 
between academia and voices from the Windrush 
generation (and their descendants) is the spirit of 
activism, resistance and the fight against prejudice and 
racism. As a collection of essays, this is a unique and 
valuable contribution to the literature of the  
Black Atlantic.” Journal of Ethnic and Racial Studies 
(October 2020)

Memory, Migration and (De)Colonisation unpacks 
the lives and legacies of Caribbean migrants and 
migration to the UK in the 20th century and beyond. 
The chapters in this book range across disciplines and 
time periods to present a vibrant understanding of 
the ever-changing interactions between Caribbean 
peoples and colonialism as they migrated within and 
between colonial contexts. At the heart of this book 
are the voices of Caribbean migrants themselves, 
whose critical reflections on their experiences of 
migration and decolonisation are interwoven with the 
essays of academics and activists, including moving 
chapters by Bruce Nobrego on remembering ‘home’, 
Anne Braithwaite on covert Black Power movements 
and ‘Auntie’ Joyce Trotman on experiencing racism in 
London schools as a black teacher in the 1960s. 

Cultures of Anti-Racism in  
Latin America and the Caribbean

Edited by Peter Wade et. al 
September 2019 
Paperback: 978-1-908857-55-2 
PDF: 978-1-908857-72-9 

Latin America’s long history of 
showing how racism can co-exist with 
racial mixture and conviviality offers useful ammunition 
for strengthening anti-racist stances. The book places 
Latin American and Caribbean racial formations within 
a broader global context. It shows that the region 
provides valuable opportunities for thinking about 
anti-racism, not least when recent political events 
worldwide have shown that, far from a 'post-racial' age, 
we are living in an era of intensified racist expression 
and racial injustice.

The war of 1914–18 was the first great conflict to be 
fought between highly industrial societies capable of 
manufacturing and transporting immense quantities 
of goods to the field of battle. In Civilian Specialists 
at War, Christopher Phillips examines how Britain 
organised its part in the world’s first great war, from 
logistics to uniting armed forces, the government, 
civilians and private enterprise throughout conflict 
on an unprecedented scale. It details how civilian 
technologies facilitated the prosecution of war and 
how Britain’s transport experts were a key component 
in the country’s conduct of the First World War. 

The Family Firm: Monarchy,  
Mass Media and the British Public,  
1932-53

Edward Owens 
October 2019 
Hardback: 978-1-909646-94-0 
Paperback: 978-1-909646-98-8 
PDF: 978-1-909646-95-7 

“A vibrant and welcome study of the monarchy’s early 
interaction with the mass media … an important 
insight into how British royalty has been adept at 
making itself a powerful, popular, and frequently 
uncontested presence." Twentieth-Century British History 
(July 2020)

The Family Firm presents the first major historical 
analysis of the transformation of the royal household’s 
public relations strategy in the period 1932-1953. 
Beginning with King George V’s first Christmas 
broadcast, the book also focuses on audience 
reception by exploring how British readers, listeners, 
and viewers made sense of royalty’s new media image. 
It contends that the royal household’s media strategy 
after 1936 helped to restore public confidence in a 
Crown that was severely shaken by the abdication of 
King Edward VIII.

Institute of Latin American Studies 
Memory, Migration and (De)Colonisation 
in the Caribbean and Beyond

Edited by Jack Daniel Webb,  
Roderick Westmaas,  
Maria del Pilar Kaladeen and  
William Tantam 
February 2020 
Paperback: 978-1-908857-65- 
PDF: 978-1-908857-76-7 



 School of Advanced Study  41

Human Rights Consortium
Thou Shalt Forget: Indigenous  
Sovereignty, Resistance and the  
Production of Cultural Oblivion  
in Canada

By Pierrot Ross-Tremblay 
Paperback: 978-1-912250-09-7 
PDF: 978-1-912250-42-4 

Following a decade-long research 
project, this new book by Pierrot Ross-Tremblay 
examines the erasure of his own community, the 
Essipiunnuat (or, ‘People of the Brook Shells River’) and 
the tensions between a colonial imperative to forget 
and acknowledge marginalised communities. The 
book illustrates how the ‘cultural oblivion’ of vulnerable 
minority communities is a critical human rights issue 
but also asks us to reflect upon both the role of the 
state and the local elite in creating and warping our 
perception and understanding of history by querying 
who we are asked to remember.

Institute of Modern Languages 
Research
Challenging Normativity in the  
Writing of Elisabeth Reichart,  
Charlotte Roche and  
Elfriede Jelinek

Cornelia Wech 
June 2020 
Hardback: 978-0-85457-271-7 

This book examines how the 
literary works of Elisabeth Reichart, Charlotte Roche, 
and Elfriede Jelinek challenge normativity both in 
their engagement with gender and sexuality and 
with aesthetic choices. The comparative analysis of 
texts published over a twenty-year period provides 
insights into the socio-political and cultural dynamics 
at the time of publication. It reveals the continuing 
relevance of feminist authorial voices to the present 
day, challenging the stable, normative understanding 
of feminism and feminist writing itself, and showing 
how literature can function as a form of intervention 
that provides a reflective space for readers to question 
norms in their own lives.

Warburg Institute
Three Lectures on Leonardo

January 2020 
by Aby Warburg,  
edited by Dr Joseph Spooner and  
Dr Eckart Marchand 
Paperback: 978-1-908590-93-0 

In 1899, Aby Warburg delivered his 
Lectures on Leonardo to introduce 
himself as a young art historian and private scholar 
to the wider public in his hometown Hamburg. One 
hundred and twenty years later, the Warburg Institute 
in London publishes these texts for the first time to 
mark the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death. Fully 
illustrated and translated into English, the lectures give 
an insight into Warburg as a public speaker, concerned 
to convey a complex visual argument to a non-
specialist audience. Using state-of-the-art projection 
technologies and drawing on recent publications, 
Warburg discussed Leonardo’s artistic development 
in three steps: his training and early years in Florence, 
work at the Sforza court in Milan, and final years in 
Florence and France.
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SAS: by the numbers
Digital resources and information platforms
All SAS projects have either a web presence or an online database capturing data acquired throughout the 
project’s lifecycle. In 2019–20, the School hosted 39 blogs, 46 social media sites, 14 databases, and 37 informational 
websites, 47 of these in partnership with external organisations. Project databases attracted 90m page views while 
active research project websites received 1m page views.

Number of digital resources and information platforms 211
Number of visits made to digital resources and information platforms 31.6 million
Number of page views 115.8 million
Number of unique users 15.8 million
Number of downloads 799,000

Events 
The School organised and contributed to more than 1,500 events in 2019–20. 
Number of research dissemination events, including library events 2,070
Number of speakers and participants: (UK: 53,993; rest of world: 6,330)  60,324 
Number of event video/audio podcast views and downloads  265,973 

Publications 
Number of print and online publications produced by the School and its members  414
Number of print and digital journals published, many of which are open access  9
Number of e-journal page views 2.9 million 
E-repository downloads 303,740 

Research training 
Number of research training events 170
Number of participants (UK: 4,899; rest of world: 272) 5,171
Research training digital platform page views 562,195 

Libraries 
Number of registered readers (UK: 12,164; Rest of world: 2,432) 14,596
Number of visits  100,119
Number of volumes in stock  987,654
Number of volumes acquired 6,561

Staff and fellows
Number of staff 264
Number of visiting research fellows  
(average stay: 6 months) 98
Number of visiting students  
(average stay: 3 months) 127
Total number of research fellows and associates 996

Students (Full-/part-time and writing-up)
Postgraduate taught* 112
Postgraduate research 115
Total number of students 227
 
*  Excludes enrollment in distance learning programmes 

administered by University of London Worldwide.
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 2018–19 2019–20 
 £’000 £’000

Income

Funding council grants  8,593 8,582

Academic fees (tuition fees) 1,760 1,704

Research grants and contracts 2,662 2,826

Other operating income* 5,498 4,532

University of London contribution** 4,858 4,380

Endowment income and interest 612 690

Total income 23,983 22,714

 
Expenditure 

Staff costs 11,538 11,544

Other operating expenses†   912 538

Professional fees 413 292

Academic expenditure 2,922 3,225

Administration expenditure 1,197 528

Internal charges (space, finance, HR, IT) 7,442 7,080

 
Total expenditure 24,424 23,207

Balance (441) (493)

Note to the accounts

*  Other operating income includes internal income, commercial income, subs from colleges, donations, and 
other grants.

**  University of London contribution includes investment, salary offset, restoration of reserves, and Warburg 
monies.

†   Other operating expenses includes cost of sales, agency and seconded staff costs, catering, estates costs, and 
payments to collaborators.

Financial summary
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