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Institute of Advanced 
Legal Studies

The Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies (IALS) conducts and supports 
legal research in its broadest sense, 
both nationally and internationally. 
Founded in 1947, it houses specialist 
research centres and innovative 
partnerships and is home to an 
active community of researchers, 
fellows and postgraduate students. 
It promotes new research agendas in 
specialist and interdisciplinary areas 
of law that directly impact policy and 
practice. It provides research training 
and online services, a meeting 
place for organisations and legal 
scholars from around the world, one 
of the world’s great legal research 
libraries and a busy programme 
of seminars and public events. 

Institute of 
Commonwealth 
Studies

The Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies (ICwS) is the only 
postgraduate academic institution 
in the UK devoted to the study of 
the Commonwealth. Founded in 
1949, its purpose is to promote 
interdisciplinary, inter-regional 
and policy-orientated research 
on the Commonwealth and its 
member nations, primarily in 
the fields of history and politics. 
Its areas of specialism include 
British imperial history, the history 
of decolonisation, international 
development, human rights, north–
south relations and conflict and 
security. The ICwS also hosts the 
School of Advanced Study’s Human 
Rights Consortium and is home to 
interdisciplinary MA programmes 
in human rights and in refugee 
protection and forced migration.

Institute of Classical 
Studies

The Institute of Classical Studies 
(ICS) is the national centre for 
the promotion and facilitation of 
research in Classics and related 
disciplines throughout the UK and 
abroad. Founded in 1953, it runs 
an extensive events programme, 
comprising seven seminar series, 
guest lectures, workshops, 
conferences and public events. The 
ICS also publishes a Bulletin (BICS) 
with a supplement series, hosts web 
resources for the national Classics 
community and (together with 
the Hellenic and Roman Societies) 
manages a major research library. 
The ICS also hosts research projects, 
offers graduate teaching and 
training and is the meeting place 
for the UK’s main classical societies.

Championing the cause of humanities research in the UK and providing 

world-class support to individuals, networks and organisations 

conducting humanities research, nationally and internationally.

The School of Advanced Study,  
University of London
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Institute of English 
Studies

The Institute of English Studies (IES) is 
an internationally renowned research 
centre specialising in the history 
of the book, manuscript and 
print studies, textual scholarship, 
digital editing and new critical 
approaches to literary history. 
Founded in 1999, the IES hosts 
major collaborative research 
projects, provides research training 
in book history and palaeography 
and facilitates new and emerging 
research in all areas of English 
studies. In addition to an extensive 
events programme, the IES offers 
postgraduate programmes 
and summer school courses. Its 
mission is to: promote advanced 
study and research in English 
studies in the wider national and 
international academic community; 
facilitate academic discussion 
and the exchange of ideas; 
provide a centre for excellence 
in English language, literature, 
palaeography and the history of 
the book; offer opportunities that 
promote excellence in English 
studies by means of events, 
fellowships, research training, 
consultancy and publications. 

Institute of Historical 
Research

The Institute of Historical Research 
(IHR) was founded in 1921. It is 
dedicated to training the next 
generation of historians and to 
producing and facilitating ambitious, 
innovative historical research. 
The institute helps foster public 
understanding of history and 
its social, cultural and economic 
importance, advocating for the 
long-term future of the discipline 
and supporting its growth and 
development. It offers a wide range 
of services both onsite and remotely 
that facilitate excellence in historical 
research, teaching and scholarship 
in the UK through its library, 
events programmes, fellowships, 
training and publications. The IHR 
promotes the study of people 
and locality through its Centre 
for the History of People, Place 
and Community and, through its 
History & Policy unit, promotes 
better public policy through a 
greater understanding of history.

Institute of Modern 
Languages Research

The Institute of Modern Languages 
Research (IMLR) supports, promotes 
and facilitates research into 
languages, cultures and societies. 
Though the IMLR has established 
strengths in French, German, Italian 
and Spanish, its work is increasingly 
focused on the study of language 
and culture in a transnational 
perspective and the research that 
it supports is global in reach. It is 
home to the newly established 
Centre for Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies. The IMLR enables 
researchers to engage in innovative 
research and to demonstrate 
value to the wider public, offers 
research degrees and is the leading 
national provider of doctoral 
training for modern languages. 
With its research centres, it runs 
and contributes to national and 
international cross-disciplinary and 
cross-cultural seminars, workshops 
and conferences. The institute also 
hosts a thriving publications series, 
a conference support scheme, a 
fellowships programme and plays 
a leading role in debates that 
concern the shape of the disciplinary 
area and its engagement with 
issues of high topical concern.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.ac.uk%2Fresearch%2Fcentre-history-people-place-and-community&data=04%7C01%7Cmaureen.mctaggart%40london.ac.uk%7C9dcbb8bce7e646bbc20e08d9efcebbb8%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C637804493450000109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hmNI4G4mbXB9yM12tG3Zvu48PGap85uhkYmMn0oOb70%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.ac.uk%2Fresearch%2Fcentre-history-people-place-and-community&data=04%7C01%7Cmaureen.mctaggart%40london.ac.uk%7C9dcbb8bce7e646bbc20e08d9efcebbb8%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C637804493450000109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hmNI4G4mbXB9yM12tG3Zvu48PGap85uhkYmMn0oOb70%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.ac.uk%2Fresearch%2Fcentre-history-people-place-and-community&data=04%7C01%7Cmaureen.mctaggart%40london.ac.uk%7C9dcbb8bce7e646bbc20e08d9efcebbb8%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C637804493450000109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hmNI4G4mbXB9yM12tG3Zvu48PGap85uhkYmMn0oOb70%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.historyandpolicy.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmaureen.mctaggart%40london.ac.uk%7C9dcbb8bce7e646bbc20e08d9efcebbb8%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C637804493450000109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=N7vEySswIAhKyGPPFVzodFz3VVT%2BJ12W6Q%2FYfMfloLc%3D&reserved=0
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Institute of 
Philosophy

The Institute of Philosophy (IP), 
founded in 2005, promotes and 
supports high-quality research in 
philosophy, making it available 
to the widest possible audience 
both inside and outside the UK 
academic community. It is home 
to four active research centres: 
the Centre for the Study of the 
Senses, the Centre for Logic and 
Language, the Centre for Research in 
Experimental Aesthetics, Technology 
and Engineering (CREATE) and the 
Centre for Olfactory Research and 
Applications (CORA). The institute’s 
open approach to philosophical 
enquiry sees its academic staff 
regularly engage in projects 
spanning many disciplines and work 
with a diverse set of collaborators 
including neuroscientists, chefs, 
medics, artists and filmmakers. The 
institute regularly hosts visiting 
overseas fellows and provides a 
crucible for innovative, international 
and multidisciplinary research. 

The Warburg Institute

The Warburg Institute is one of the 
world’s leading centres for studying 
the interaction of ideas, images and 
society. It was founded in Hamburg 
by the pioneering historian Aby 
Warburg (1866-1929) and was exiled 
to England in 1933. Part of the 
University of London since 1944, 
it is dedicated to the survival and 
transmission of culture across time 
and space, with a special emphasis 
on the afterlife of antiquity. Its 
open-stack library, photographic 
collection and archive serve as 
an engine for interdisciplinary 
research, postgraduate teaching 
and a prestigious events and 
publication programme.
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From the Dean

In 2021, the School of Advanced Study 
launched a new events series – Open 
for Discussion (page 39). The series was 
intended to bring together today’s 
thought-leaders and researchers to 
debate urgent societal questions, 
demonstrating how perspectives from 
the humanities were critical to solving 
some of the challenges of our time.
In our first year, we concentrated on what the pandemic has 
made visible: health and social inequalities, digital poverty, 
the centrality of the arts and heritage to our daily lives, and 
transnational responses to Covid-19 (page 15–25). But the 
notion of being ‘open’ quickly moved beyond the series 
itself and came to embody our ambitions for the future.  

With the force of our eight research institutes underpinning 
all that we do, we began to embrace the growing sense 
that humanities is moving towards ‘open disciplines’, where 
the traditional disciplinary boundaries are breaking down or 
becoming more porous, but where disciplinary distinctiveness 
remains critical. To emphasise the possibilities associated 
with this approach, the School repositioned itself to be able 
to incubate projects that connect sectors and that connect 
humanities research with science and new technologies. 
In doing this, we are developing new ways of working and 
innovative methods of investigation. Our work crossing 
neuropsychology and philosophy, in the digital humanities 
(with its new Research Hub (page 58) and our growing work 
in environmental humanities are prime examples of this shift. 

The School has, for many years, pursued the goal of ‘open 
scholarship’ through our University of London Press (one of 
the first to provide open access publishing for the humanities), 
our digital projects and our research libraries. Now is the 
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time to extend that mission to think through what open 
scholarship will mean in the next decade, and how this might 
transform how we publish, what research infrastructure we 
will need and what the libraries of the future will look like. 

Being Human (page 26), the UK-wide festival of the humanities, 
has been driven by the importance of opening new ways 
to engage with humanities research and has been at the 
forefront of facilitating the co-production of research with 
diverse partners and communities. In 2020, the festival featured 
262 free events and activities, held in 53 towns and cities 
across the UK, in partnership with 80 universities and research 
organisations and 318 cultural and community partners.

It is fitting that the Being Human festival’s theme for 2022 is 
‘Breakthroughs’. It is more critical than ever to demonstrate 
how humanities research generates breakthroughs on 
the big issues of the era, such as artificial intelligence 
(AI), climate change, global mobility, social justice and 
human rights, and what it is to live a meaningful life. 

We must engage and involve the public in our research, 
make it more visible and demonstrate (rather than 
claim) its value in concrete and identifiable ways. 

And in this sense, 2022 looks to be a breakthrough year for 
the School and its mission, with exciting new projects on 
the horizon and many more ways in which we can support 
humanities scholars wherever they are to be found. 

It is, after all, their work that will guarantee humanities’ 
continuing place in our research landscape, as 
part of our everyday life and as part of a global 
community dedicated to new discoveries. 

Professor Jo Fox 
Pro Vice-Chancellor Research & Engagement 
and Dean, School of Advanced Study

2022 looks to be a breakthrough year for the School 

and its mission, with exciting new projects on the 

horizon and many more ways in which we can support 

humanities scholars wherever they are to be found. 





News review
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Warburg and the University of London are sincerely grateful 
to the Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung for its unprecedented 
generosity and will honour the contribution by naming 
one of the key spaces within the refurbished building 
in memory of Mr Hermann-Hinrich Reemtsma.  

News review

Further support to transform 
Warburg Institute

The Warburg Institute is set to benefit from 
a landmark £3m investment by the German 
foundation, Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung, 
which will strengthen Warburg’s ties to the 
city of Hamburg, where it was born.  

It is the largest philanthropic gift ever received by 
the University of London and plays a significant role 
in the realisation of the £14.5m Warburg Renaissance 
transformation project to create state-of-the-art facilities for 
the institute’s London base. The foundation had previously 
agreed a lead donation of £1m to the project in 2018. 

Mr Hermann-Hinrich Reemtsma

The institute was honoured to host Mr Hermann-Hinrich 
Reemtsma, the foundation’s founder, members of the 
Reemtsma family and representatives from the foundation, 
on a visit to London in summer 2019. This was the last trip 
Hermann-Hinrich made before he died in 2020, and the £2m 
gift was pledged in tribute to Hermann-Hinrich, whose support 
and enthusiasm for the project was evident during the visit.  

Transformation project

The transformation project, which will ensure the institute 
is secure, vibrant and visible for new generations, has 
also been boosted by a £150,000 grant from the Foyle 
Foundation. And, in January 2022, it received £100,000 
from Mark Storey, the founder of Alcuin Capital and a 
member of the University of London’s Board of Trustees. 
A University of Oxford history graduate with an MA from 

The transformation project, which 

will ensure the institute is secure, 

vibrant and visible for new generations, 

has also been boosted by a £150,000 

grant from the Foyle Foundation. 
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Birkbeck, University of London, Mark has maintained strong 
academic and cultural interests in the areas of books, 
history and libraries. He has been a long-time supporter 
of several of the School of Advanced Study’s institutes.  

These donations, in addition to vital contributions from other 
charitable organisations, as well as alumni and friends, and 
a £9.5m commitment from the University of London, will 
‘complete’ Charles Holden’s unfinished building in Bloomsbury 
and realise the institute’s founding vision in which first-class 
display, discovery and debate are closely connected. 

After an enforced hiatus in 2020 due to Covid-19, 
building work will commence in summer 2022 and 
is scheduled to take 18 months. The institute will 
remain open throughout the refurbishment.

For more on the Warburg Renaissance project 
read ‘Warburg renovation to bring enigmatic 
establishment into 21st century’ (page 60), and 
visit: warburg.sas.ac.uk/warburg-renaissance

Images: Hermann-Hinrich Reemtsma with members of the 
Reemtsma family and representatives from the foundation 
during their visit to the Warburg Institute in summer 2019.

The Windrush Scandal 
in a transnational and 
Commonwealth context

The Institute of Commonwealth Studies 
(ICwS) launched a major Arts and Humanities 
Research Council-funded research project in July 2021.

This seeks, for the first time, to produce a scholarly examination 
of the Windrush Scandal within a fully transnational 
framework, one that properly considers the agency of a 
wide variety of official and non-official actors from both 
sides of the Atlantic and the role of the post-colonial and 
Commonwealth contexts of international relations.  

The project’s key objective is to develop a unique digital 
research resource of extended interviews on the national 
and diplomatic activism around the Windrush Scandal, 
supported by digitised government documents from the 
British archives and Caribbean government records.  

Research methodologies

Oral and archival research methodologies will be combined to 
explore the links between the apparently distinct spheres of 
international diplomacy and community activism, providing 
insights into unconventional methods of public diplomacy 
by Commonwealth representatives and the ways in which 
this international support enhanced and amplified the 
community-based campaigning and investigative reporting. 

Partnership

In partnership with the Black Cultural Archives (BCA) in 
Brixton, the team will seek to ensure the broadest 
possible dissemination, with a special seminar at the 
BCA for community activists on the project’s findings. 
To read more, visit: bit.ly/icws-windrush-scandal 
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Linked Pasts 6 – an 
international collaboration

In December 2020, the Institute of Classical 
Studies (ICS) partnered with the British Library 
to host Linked Pasts 6, the latest in a series of 
international conferences for scholars, heritage 
professionals and other practitioners interested 
in linked open data as applied to the study of the 
ancient and historical worlds. Previous gatherings 
have been hosted in Madrid, Stanford, Mainz and 
Bordeaux, as well as by King’s College London. 

Linked Pasts research activities are largely concerned with 
the development of standards, ontologies and research 
applications, the discovery and integration of datasets, 
enrichment and annotation of textual collections, and 
collaboration, pedagogy and community expansion. Panels and 
working groups are more goal-oriented than a conventional 
academic conference, and activities and agendas are proposed, 
developed and revised by all participants at the event. 

The Linked Pasts 6 (LP6) programme committee was chaired 
by Dr Gabriel Bodard, reader in digital classics at ICS, with 
membership from the Institute of Historical Research, the British 
Library, the British Museum, the Alan Turing Institute, the École 
des hautes études en sciences sociales, Paris and Ghent University. 

Moving the conference online

Faced with pandemic restrictions, the conference was moved 
from the traditional intense three days of in-person sessions to 
a fully remote and online event, taking place over two weeks. 
The new format allowed for a number of keynote lectures, 
held in real time on Zoom and recorded as podcasts for later 

viewing, and research activities (largely asynchronous) using a 
variety of online platforms. For example, a poster session and 
social event on Wonder.me offered a virtual space in which 
participants could wander and explore, gather into groups for 
video or chat and listen to presentations and announcements.  

Several activities and interest groups ran in parallel on the 
LP6 programme. Clusters covered subjects such as the 
alignment of linked geospatial and other data and tools; 
representation and management of temporal information; 
epigraphy and documents; linking people and names; aligning 
and leveraging linked open data; and texts and language.  

In the absence of the individual presentations and lectures 
that characterise most academic conferences, during this 
practice-based event the poster session provided a way 
to share projects, datasets, methods and activities related 
to linked open data and historical or heritage research. 
The 20 posters covered a wide range of subjects, allowing 
presenters to discuss their work in an informal setting.  

The conference garnered worldwide interest, with more than 
450 registrants, half of whom were from Europe, a quarter 
from the UK and a quarter from the rest of the world. The 
keynote lectures were also opened beyond the audience of 
registered LP6 delegates to anyone who wished to attend.  

To access the Institute of Classical Studies’ 
podcasts visit: bit.ly/ics-podcasts 

Images: Linked Past 6.



13
sas.ac.uk

Global Minority Rights  
Summer School

In July 2021, the Human Rights Consortium  
(hrc.sas.ac.uk) co-hosted – with the Tom Lantos 
Institute (tomlantosinstitute.hu), the National 
University of Public Service (Hungary) and Minority 
Rights Group International (minorityrights.org)–the 
ninth Global Minority Rights Summer School. 

The theme of the two-week programme, ‘ethnocultural 
diversity, conflict, and the human rights of minorities’, 
was addressed by 29 academics and/or activists 
from 24 countries through theoretical lectures, case 
studies, practical workshops and group activities. 

Online format

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the programme was delivered 
via distance learning in an online format facilitated on the 
School of Advanced Study’s Postgraduate Online Research 
Training platform (PORT), with the assistance of the learning 
technology team. Among the keynote speakers were Dr 
Fernand de Varennes, UN Special Rapporteur on Minority 
Issues, Professor Brendan O’Leary (University of Pennsylvania) 
and Professor John Packer (University of Ottawa). 

Refugee Law Clinic supported 
by philanthropic donations  

Established in 2020 and officially launched in 2021, 
the Refugee Law Clinic (RLC) is an intercollegiate 
project of the University of London operated from 
the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies. It works on 
a model of Clinical Legal Education, which means it 
gives our students the opportunity to gain practical 
experience by working on real legal cases under 
the supervision of a qualified expert lawyer. 

Its main legal focus will be on advising and preparing ‘fresh 
claims’ for asylum, an area identified as underserviced in 
the current legal landscape. The aim is to complement the 
work of law firms and other service providers in London.

Partnership

The RLC has been developed and delivered in partnership 
with two law firms – Macfarlanes LLP and Clifford Chance LLP 
– and 10 of the University of London’s member institutions. 
It also provides lawyers with the opportunity to undertake 
pro bono work within the clinic. Each year, it facilitates 
specialist training and volunteering opportunities for around 
50 University of London students and 50 volunteer lawyers. 

Thank you

The University also extends its thanks to the Migration 
Foundation and the Worshipful Company of Drapers, as 
well as a charitable foundation which made an anonymous 
gift, for their generous support of this important initiative. 

Thanks to this philanthropic support, the RLC can bridge the 
gap in legal service provision and help to provide access to 
justice for some of the most vulnerable members of society. 

To find out more about the RLC, please 
visit: bit.ly/refugee-law-clinic
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Warburg students pair with  
Berlin for Antique Art and 
Architecture Census 

Students from the Warburg Institute have collaborated 
with others at the Humboldt University in Berlin to 
conduct research relating to the Census of Antique 
Art and Architecture Known to the Renaissance. 

Founded at the institute in 1946, the Census is an 
important cultural-historical project that aims to compile 
a complete survey of all the ancient works of art and 
architecture that could have been seen by people in the 
Renaissance. It thus provides an essential resource for 
cultural historians, art historians and archaeologists, among 
others. The project has evolved considerably over time. It 
has also moved location and is now housed in Berlin. 

Online exhibition

To celebrate its 75th anniversary, the students created an 
online exhibition, based largely on original research. Four 
from Warburg, under the guidance of assistant archivist, 
Dr Eckart Marchand, and Professor Kathleen Christian at 
the Humboldt University, worked with archive materials 
to shed new light on the early phases of the Census. 

The many new discoveries made in the course of their work 
significantly enhance our understanding of the project as a 
whole and the specific contributions that were made to it 
by pioneering scholars such as the American art historian, 
Phyllis Pray Bober. Staff and students at the Warburg Institute 
were given a preview of the work in an excellent group 
presentation, and the exhibition will soon be accessible online. 

Read more about the Census of Antique Art and Architecture 
Known to the Renaissance project: bit.ly/census-renaissance

Above: Plato and Aristotle by Luca della Robbia  
(1437–39): Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, Florence

‘White Malice: the CIA and the 
Covert Recolonization of Africa’

The publication in summer 2021 of White Malice:  
the CIA and the Covert Recolonization of Africa 
by Institute of Commonwealth Studies 
senior research fellow Dr Susan Williams 
attracted widespread press coverage.  

The book exposes the extent of the CIA’s involvement in 
plots to eliminate certain regimes in Africa, particularly 
in the Congo and Ghana, just as the countries shook 
off European colonial rule in the mid-20th century.  

Through interviews and meticulous archival research,  
Dr Williams also shows the extent of collaboration between 
the intelligence community and businessmen such as 
Maurice Tempelsman, the Belgian-American diamond 
merchant, who had massive financial interests in Africa.  

News article

The Guardian ran a news story based on the research, 
focusing on a visit to the Congo in November 1960 by 
the jazz trumpeter and band leader, Louis Armstrong. 
Dr Williams suggests that the trip, sponsored by the US 
State Department, was used by the CIA’s station chief in 
the country, Larry Devlin, as cover for a secret operation. 
To read the article, visit: bit.ly/guardian-congo

https://www.amazon.co.uk/White-Malice-Susan-Williams-ebook/dp/B09HTW15T9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FOCCP9LIMREY&keywords=white+malice&qid=1637840116&qsid=262-0550231-4836301&s=digital-text&sprefix=white+mali%2Cdigital-text%2C152&sr=1-1&sres=B09HTW15T9%2CB09CN4DNCP%2CB01HP2F2B2%2CB07YSRCZYJ%2CB07HF2JM5L%2CB0745FHJ2W%2CB073V33VL7%2CB078WDG3DR%2CB073TG8F23%2CB005Y0MZ4K%2CB00GDTYR3S%2CB08K3GVN44%2CB08HRFL5CS%2CB08PQ42QXL%2CB08L8JGWLK%2CB098WLXNYJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/White-Malice-Susan-Williams-ebook/dp/B09HTW15T9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FOCCP9LIMREY&keywords=white+malice&qid=1637840116&qsid=262-0550231-4836301&s=digital-text&sprefix=white+mali%2Cdigital-text%2C152&sr=1-1&sres=B09HTW15T9%2CB09CN4DNCP%2CB01HP2F2B2%2CB07YSRCZYJ%2CB07HF2JM5L%2CB0745FHJ2W%2CB073V33VL7%2CB078WDG3DR%2CB073TG8F23%2CB005Y0MZ4K%2CB00GDTYR3S%2CB08K3GVN44%2CB08HRFL5CS%2CB08PQ42QXL%2CB08L8JGWLK%2CB098WLXNYJ
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Above: Dr Marta Rivera Monclova with 
her late partner Daniel Albright

Institute of English Studies launches 
Daniel Albright Scholarship 

Scholarships play an important role in ensuring 
that the School of Advanced Study and its institutes 
can continue to attract the best and brightest 
students. They also promote inclusivity and 
diversity among our student body and support 
the University of London’s access mission.   

In 2021, as part of the University’s telephone fundraising efforts, 
the Development Office reached out to alumni of the Institute 
of English Studies (IES) to reconnect with them and invite 
them to support IES students through the Sambrook Appeal. 

Receiving a gift

Following this, the institute was particularly honoured 
to receive a gift from Dr Marta Rivera Monclova, an 
alumna of the T.S. Eliot Summer School, to set up a 
scholarship in memory of her late partner, Professor 
Daniel Albright – a renowned scholar and author. 

Speaking about the scholarship, Dr Rivera Monclova said: 
“I hope that the student who receives this will be 
able to find the ease, not only to work, but to dream. 
In one author’s biography, he wrote, ‘I daydream 
about literature, music, and art, and talk about my 
dreams with classes, and write my dreams in books’ 
Hardship can produce good work –  it is my hope that 
this scholarship will produce fruitful dreaming.”

Dr Rivera Monclova’s generous support will have 
a lasting impact, enabling a deserving student to 
pursue their dreams of postgraduate education. 

To read an interview with Dr Marta Rivera Monclova, 
visit: ies.sas.ac.uk/dr-rivera-monclova





People
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ICS appoints first  
female director

Professor Katherine Harloe
Professor Katherine Harloe, who has an international reputation for her work and 
is joint editor-in-chief of the International Journal of the Classical Tradition, took up 
her new role as director of the Institute of Classical Studies (ICS) in October 2021.

Her route into Classics was unorthodox. Educated in a state school in Essex with no classical 
provision, in her sixth form she took Latin classes on weekend mornings with a retired teacher 
and sat it at GCSE alongside her A-Level subjects before reading Literae Humaniores at Magdalen 
College, Oxford. She then pursued graduate studies in modern intellectual history and philosophy 
before returning to Classics via postdoctoral research fellowships in Bristol and Oxford. She 
is the first black professor of Classics in the UK and is the first woman director of the ICS.

She said, “It’s an honour to head an institution which plays such a vital role in the 
national and international landscape of Classics research. Classics is a huge and 
fascinating subject, encompassing the language, literature, history, art, archaeology 
and thought of the ancient Mediterranean and neighbouring lands. It is also a 
connecting thread that runs through many other disciplines – informing the 
languages, literature, art, history and philosophy of other places and periods. 

It’s this vastness, variety and connection that first drew me to 
study Classics and continues to inform my own research in the 
history of classical scholarship and the classical tradition.

I take very seriously the ICS’s responsibility to foster and facilitate  research 
across the entire range of classical studies, providing  one of the most prominent 
interfaces of UK Classics with the  international research community and offering 
resources, training and networking to classical researchers across the UK.”

Professor Harloe brought with her an Arts and Humanities Research Council funded project 
in association with Dr Amara Thornton and Dr James Baker (Southampton) and the Society 
of Antiquaries of London (SAL). The three-year, £929,729 ‘Beyond Notability’ project will bring 
intellectual and social historians together with information science and digital humanities 
specialists to conduct the first extensive study of the SAL’s important historical archive, 
in order to recover the broad landscape of women’s work in archaeology, history and 
heritage in the 19th and 20th centuries and their intellectual and scholarly networks.
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20th-century expert  
takes helm at IHR

Professor Claire Langhamer
Professor Claire Langhamer, a specialist in 20th-century British history, was 
appointed director of the Institute of Historical Research (IHR) in June 2021. 

She is a trustee of the Mass Observation Archive, and her research examines the 
feelings and experiences of ‘ordinary’ people in 20th-century Britain.

Her latest co-authored book – Class of ’37: Voices from Working-Class Girlhood – with Hester 
Barron was published in July 2021. It focuses on the lives of one class of 12- and 13-year-
old Bolton schoolgirls who wrote essays about their lives for Mass Observation in 1937. 
It is based both on the girls’ own writing and the memories of their descendants. 

Professor Langhamer said, “What I love about Mass Observation is that 
it shows us that everyone’s voice matters and that people’s lives in the 
past were as complicated, messy and surprising as they are today. 

My ambition for the IHR as it enters its second century is for it to be the engine that 
drives, connects and sustains genuinely democratic forms of history-making. I would 
like it to be characterised by collaboration and co-production as well as curiosity. 
I would like it to be defined by its diversity – a diversity of people and voice, focus 
and method, and by its commitment  to equality in all of its manifestations, and 
I would like it to  be capable of working at scale – across national boundaries.”
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Italy expert to steer IMLR  
through time of change

Professor Charles Burdett
A former professor of Italian studies in the School of Modern Languages and 
Cultures at Durham University, Professor Charles Burdett became director of the 
Institute of Modern Languages Research (IMLR) in January 2021. He succeeded 
Professor Catherine Davies who led the institute for more than five years. 

Professor Burdett gained his PhD at Oxford University in 1994 and has since taught at the 
universities of Cardiff and Bristol. His principal areas of research include literary culture under 
fascism, travel writing, the Italian colonial presence in Libya and East Africa and its legacy, and 
the representation of Islam and the Islamic world in recent Italian literature and culture. 

He has written several books based on his research, including Journeys Through 
Fascism: Italian Travel Writing between the Wars and, more recently, Italy, Islam and 
the Islamic World: Representations and Reflections from 9/11 to the Arab Uprisings. 
The work examines significant voices that define Italy’s relationship with Islam and 
the Islamic world in a period of intense geopolitical and cultural upheaval.

Commenting on his appointment, Professor Burdett said: 

“I am delighted to be starting work at the IMLR, an institute that is essential for the 
wellbeing and survival of the disciplinary field of modern languages at a time when it 
needs urgently to respond to a rapidly changing national and global environment.”

He is currently working on a study of the representation of the Italian empire and its 
afterlife as well as developing a collaborative project on the mediation – through 
literature, film and curatorial practice – of the legacies of Italian colonial involvement.
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Honorary doctorate for  
‘write to fight’ Bonnie Greer

Bonnie Greer
Named one of the UK’s top public intellectuals by The Observer in 2011, award-
winning playwright, author and broadcaster Bonnie Greer was awarded a 
Doctor of Literature honoris causa at the School of Advanced Study’s graduation 
ceremony on 9 December 2021. The honour acknowledges the Chicago-
born writer’s dedication to the advancement of others and her significant 
contribution to literature and promotion of intelligent and informed debate.

She was given a moving introduction by Sarah Churchwell, professor of American literature 
and chair in public understanding of the humanities, who quoted Bonnie Greer’s words 
in her biography of American poet and activist, Langston Hughes: “The only way that he 
could fight it was to write it.” That is also a leitmotif of Bonnie Greer’s career as a writer, critic, 
commentator and artist. She fights it when she writes it. And we are here to honour both the 
writing and the fighting, the activism and the art, the creativity and the confrontation.’

An advocate of free speech and truly inclusive higher education, regardless of individual 
gender and cultural background, Bonnie Greer, who is a patron of SAS’s Being Human 
festival of the humanities, said that the world she wants to hand on to the next 
generation is one in which we ‘can find common ground as human beings’. 

In her emotional acceptance speech, the former deputy chair of trustees of the 
British Museum and former chancellor of Kingston University thanked the graduating 
students for inviting her to share their day and urged them to follow the words 
of her father. He told her, ‘Keep expanding your mind. Keep moving. Keep going 
forward. Don’t stop.’ She also spoke engagingly on why the humanities matter.

Two hundred and twelve School graduands were awarded postgraduate 
degrees in the humanities and social sciences at the ceremony in Senate House, 
of which 40 were awarded Doctor of Philosophy degrees (the graduands 
were from two academic years because of Covid-19 disruption).
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SAS celebrates  
academic promotions

Despite the ever-present shadow of Covid-19, academics at the 
School of Advanced Study have continued to demonstrate 
excellence in research, teaching and administration. In 
November 2021 four distinguished scholars saw their 
endeavours recognised with new promotions.
Their contributions to the School and beyond cross a range of topics and fields, 
from digital humanities to data protection and state surveillance, through 
to German culture and literature, human rights and legislation.
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Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex
Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex, reader in German studies at the Institute of Modern Languages 
Research, is now professor of modern German literature. Her research focuses on the 
culture and literature of the 20th and 21st centuries, particularly women’s writing, 
the works of German-Jewish writers produced in Germany and in exile, multi- and 
translingualism and the concepts of ‘Heimat’ (German for homeland) and belonging.

Dr Colin King
Dr Colin King, reader in law and director of postgraduate research studies at 
the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS), is now a professor. A founding 
director of IALS’ Centre for Financial Law, Regulation & Compliance, his primary 
focus is on proceeds of crime and anti-money laundering law and practice, 
corporate crime and the use of deferred prosecution agreements.

Dr Nóra Ní Loideáin
Dr Nóra Ní Loideáin was promoted to senior lecturer in law at IALS where she is also 
director of the Information Law and Policy Centre. Her expertise lies in governance, 
human rights and technology, particularly in the fields of digital privacy, data protection 
and state surveillance. In 2019 she was appointed to the UK Home Office Biometrics 
and Forensics Ethics Group which provides independent advice to the Home Office, 
ensuring that the evidence underpinning its biometrics and forensics policy development 
is robust. She is also a member of the board of trustees for the British and Irish Legal 
Information Institute and an editor of the leading journal, International Data Privacy Law.

Dr Christopher Ohge
Dr Christopher Ohge, lecturer in digital approaches to literature at the Institute of 
English Studies and Digital Humanities Research Hub, has been appointed a senior 
lecturer. His focus is on textual scholarship, computation and using creative and 
critical methods to enhance our engagement with texts. He also experiments with 
various digital methods to facilitate better access to, and knowledge of, cultural 
heritage, such as network analysis, graph databases and technologies and digital 
curation. His recent book, Publishing Scholarly Editions: Archives, Computing, and 
Experience, suggests new intellectual tools for publishing digital editions that bring 
readers closer to the experimental practices of literature, editing and reading.





Coping with 
Covid-19
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October 2021 – what a time to take up 
the post of Being Human festival 
manager, writes Mark Johnson. 
Providing a safe pair of hands for the School of 
Advanced Study’s ground breaking global festival of 
the humanities in the middle of a pandemic was quite 
the challenge. But what made it incredibly interesting 
and provided reassurance was the inspiring response 
from organisers and communities around the UK.

‘New Worlds’

As an event that emphasises two-way, creative and 
accessible activities, the 2020 Being Human festival, which 
took place from 12 to 22 November in partnership with 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council and the British 
Academy, has been like no other. The theme of ‘New 
Worlds’ had been set before the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
little did the team know how appropriate this would be. 

We were suddenly living in a new world with deserted 
city centres, with frontline workers ensuring key services 
continued and millions of others working from home. We 
were bombarded with daily updates on Covid-19 rates and 
there were immediate restrictions to our usual ways of life. 

2020 brought ongoing uncertainty, and academics 
were tasked with adapting their teaching to an online 
world. While shifting Being Human to a digital realm, the 
organising team had to plan a festival without knowing 
whether participating institutions truly had the capacity 
to be involved, or whether audiences even wanted to 
attend an online festival. It was uncharted territory.

Continued success

As it turned out, the team was overwhelmed by the 
energy and creativity of event organisers, communities and 
audiences. In the first year in which all festival activities were 
free to attend, 262 events and activities took place in 53 
towns and cities around the UK, as well as further afield – in 
Melbourne and Paris. There were festival hubs in Sheffield, 
Swansea, Derby and Glasgow. Eighty universities and 
research organisations participated, and organisers worked 
with more than 318 cultural and community partners. 

‘In Conversation’ series

The festival also provided an opportunity for new cultural 
formats such as an online ‘In Conversation’ series. This was 
launched with patron Professor David Olusoga in conversation 
with Being Human director Professor Sarah Churchwell. 
The discussion spanned ‘rewriting’ and reimagining history, 
diversity and inclusivity, and reflections on public history 
and the value of the humanities in ‘new worlds’.  ‘Being 
Human in Conversation: the American election’ saw the 
award-winning playwright, author and broadcaster Bonnie 
Greer OBE and Professor Sarah Churchwell reflect on the 
recent election and the future of American democracy. And, 
for the first time, there were Being Human Cafés, providing 
new opportunities for small, community focused events.

Steering Being Human  
through a pandemic
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Other highlights

Other highlights included ‘The magical mind of Terry 
Pratchett’, a collaboration between the Institute of English 
Studies and Senate House Library, where Neil Gaiman, 
Rhianna Pratchett and Rob Wilkins discussed the life, 
stories and legacies of one the world’s most loved authors, 
attracting the highest ever viewing figures for a Being Human 
event; a ‘theatre-by-post’ project as part of the University 
of Sheffield’s festival hub; ‘Are you a woman’, a live event 
bringing to life a newly discovered Sumerian poem from 
2,000 BCE; and ‘GLOW’, an online museum late presented 
by the Museum of Rural Life, exploring light and dark. 

Local communities became even more vital during 2020, 
and online events were rooted in the local. Despite spending 
much of that year looking at screens for work and social lives, 
audiences attended in their thousands, with 38,819 people 
taking part in festival events. And between December 2020 
and March 2021, a further 29,535 watched recordings of events.   

The success of the festival would not have been possible 
without the energy and creativity of organisers around the UK, 
and the enthusiasm of communities to engage with humanities 
research in a highly unpredictable and turbulent time. 

We are still faced with ongoing uncertainties and 
challenges although the online aspect has truly proved 
its worth and is now firmly embedded. Being part of 
the team during the 2021 festival, and learning from the 
experiences of 2020, has been incredibly inspiring. 

I’m looking forward to Being Human 2022, and 
to seeing its activities renewing their places in 
communities throughout the UK and beyond.  

Image left: Kala and the Arts at the Abbey, 
photo credit: Chris Forsey.

Image above: Peoples Palace of Possibility – 
The University of Sheffield and The Bare Project.
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Anxieties about compulsory 
vaccines, fake news and conspiracy 
theories about governments 
suppressing evidence of their 
dangers, anti-vaccine protests on 
the streets – fears, misinformation 
and controversies about vaccines 
have become widespread during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, all of these were also public responses to the 1853 
Vaccination Act, when infant vaccination against smallpox 
was made mandatory. This provoked a considerable 
backlash, leading to dedicated anti-vaccination leagues, riots 
and mass demonstrations with banners demanding ‘the 
repeal of the Vaccination Acts, the curse of our nation’.

The project

New Arts and Humanities Research Council-funded research 
from the School of Advanced Study, in collaboration with 
Durham University and Bath Spa University, has been tracing 
the history of public health misinformation alongside 
an analysis of social media rumours in the UK about 
Covid-19 and the vaccination programme. The project, 
Covid Rumours in Historical Context, has found historical 
precedents for almost all rumours currently circulating.

The project has compared a large sample of tweets from 
the past two years relating to the pandemic with a variety 
of historical sources dating back to the 16th century. 

These range from the politicising of the Quarantine Act of 1721 
following a plague outbreak in Marseilles, when opponents 
of the Act complained it would undermine traditional English 
liberties, to Victorian anti-vaccination movements following the 
1853 Vaccination Act and further Acts tightening enforcement 
in 1867 and 1871, when parents who refused infant vaccination 
against smallpox could be fined or even imprisoned.

Vaccination

Vaccine strategy will remain a critical part of ongoing public 
health measures. With a December 2021 report by the UK 
Health Security Agency (UKHSA) concluding that booster doses 
are 88 per cent effective at preventing hospital admissions, and 
polling suggesting that around a third of the UK population 
has encountered false or misleading information about the 
virus, combatting misinformation and encouraging take-up 
in those yet to receive their jabs will be of vital importance.

Historical attitudes to vaccination and other public health 
measures can provide invaluable insights into how people 
have responded to government interventions in the 
past, which can in turn be highly useful when planning 
present-day policy or predicting future trends.

Covid Rumours In 
Historical Context
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Professor Jo Fox, dean of the School of Advanced 
Study, and the project’s principal investigator, says: 

“Despite the apparent novelty of ‘fake news and its 
online circulation via social media platforms, there is 
little that is new about these rumours, most of which 
have their historical precedents. Yet policymakers know 
little about how and why similar rumours have spread 
in the past, how previous governments have responded 
to them and how successful these efforts were.”

While some aspects of pandemic misinformation may be 
unique to the 2020s – in particular, the speed, scale and scope 
of social media rumours – the historical record suggests 
strong continuities in the way Covid-19 rumours have 
formed and spread. Repeated scapegoating, anti-elitism and 
conspiratorial thinking surrounding pandemic diseases all 
point to human psychology as the common denominator.

The findings

The team’s findings, published in a History & Policy report, 
suggest that policies seeking to mitigate rumours and 
conspiracy theories, rather than preventing them altogether, 
may have most success in combatting misinformation. As the 
world cautiously moves towards emerging from Covid-19 in 
2022, historical precedents may provide an invaluable guide.

To read more, visit: bit.ly/covid-rumours-report

The project, Covid Rumours in Historical 

Context, has found historical precedents for

almost all rumours currently circulating.
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One curious consequence of the global 
pandemic is that almost everyone now 
knows what the word anosmia means. 
Before the emergence of Covid-19, only 
a few olfactory researchers paid 
attention to what it meant to be 
without a sense of smell. 
However, at the Institute of Philosophy’s Centre for the 
Study of the Senses, philosophers, psychologists and 
neuroscientists had already been collaborating on smell 
and taste and their role in flavour perception. 

The Centre had links to smell loss charities AbScent and 
Fifth Sense, whose members were seeking more 
information about their condition and learning how 
to manage it. Until the arrival of Covid-19, few medics 
knew anything about smell loss and patients found very 
little help or support from the healthcare sector.

All of this changed when reports started to appear from 
country after country about the increased incidence of 
sudden loss of smell and taste that seemed to accompany 
infection with Covid-19. It took eight weeks of campaigning 
by institute director Professor Barry Smith, with his clinician 
colleagues and patient advocate groups, as UK lead for 
the Global Consortium for Chemosensory Research, 
to convince Public Health England to include loss of 
smell and taste as an official symptom of Covid-19.  

Impact of living without smell

A lot has been learned. The medical community is better 
informed about post-viral smell loss; and many people have 
a greater appreciation of smell and what it means to be 
without it. However, the full psychological impact of living 
without a sense of smell is still underappreciated, and a 
new word, parosmia, which means a distorted perception 

Giving patients a voice  
in Covid-19 research
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of smells that makes familiar foods and drinks seem 
disgusting, was just emerging. In the past year, researchers 
at the Institute of Philosophy together with their partners 
and collaborators around the world have continued 
to work on Covid-19 by addressing both issues.  

‘The Covid Decade’

The British Academy was asked by the Office for Science 
to produce a report on the long-term societal impacts of 
Covid-19. Published in 2021, ‘The Covid Decade’ contained a 
deep-dive report by Professor Smith, writing with clinicians 
and patient advocates, on ‘Accessing Healthcare Before, 
During and After the Pandemic’ (bit.ly/accessing-article). 

In that report, Professor Smith and colleagues indicate 
how patient advocate groups have played a vital role in 
providing insights to guide scientific research on olfactory 
dysfunction, helped educate the medical community about 
their condition and helped patients manage their condition 
to take the strain off primary healthcare providers. Vitally, 
patient groups can become gatekeepers of reliable scientific 
information and help counter misinformation online.  

Centre for Olfactory Research  
and Applications

To foster collaboration among patient groups, clinicians and 
sensory scientists, the Institute of Philosophy launched its 
new Centre for Olfactory Research and Applications (CORA) 
(philosophy.sas.ac.uk/cora). Its launch event in October 
was an international online conference, The Challenge of 
Parosmia, for patients, sensory experts and clinicians.  

CORA fellows Dr Jane Parker and patient 
advocate Chris Kelly have produced some of the 
most promising research on parosmia. 

It is based on crowdsourced evidence from more than 
9,000 Facebook group users who identified the range of 
foods with smells that are found distorted and disgusting, 
including roasted meats, onion, garlic, eggs and especially 
coffee, which one patient describes as like ‘fruity sewage’. 

Between lockdowns, Dr Parker tested patients to identify 
the family of molecules in these foods that trigger the 
distorted, disgust response. And this research is providing 
scientists with clues as to the mechanisms responsible for 
parosmia. The group’s research is published in the report 
‘Patients’ Perspectives on Qualitative Olfactory Dysfunction: 
Thematic Analysis of Social Media Posts’ (bit.ly/olfactory-
dysfunction) and was featured in the international press. 

Effects of anosmia

Many people have still not recovered their sense of smell, and 
the deep psychological impact on the quality of life of those 
enduring long-term anosmia is still insufficiently understood. 
Drawing on the evidence of patient reports, CORA members 
published an account in PLOS ONE of the impact on eating, 
intimacy, anxiety and perception, which are all affected by 
anosmia and part of Long Covid (bit.ly/plos-one-anosmia). 

The research findings have been picked up by the press, 
including the New York Times and the New Statesman, helping 
to share information borne out of collaborations with patients, 
advancing scientific research on olfaction and helping patients 
to understand and manage their conditions. This model of 
the way patients, academics and clinicians can collaborate in 
research is one of the few silver linings of the global pandemic. 

A year after the outbreak of Covid-19, many people have still not recovered 

their sense of smell, and the deep psychological impact on the quality of life of 

those enduring long-term anosmia is still insufficiently understood.
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‘Law and humanities 
in a pandemic’ workshops

In response to the global Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS) held a 
very successful series of monthly remote workshops 
hosted by the director, Professor Carl Stychin, 
entitled ‘Law and humanities in a pandemic’. 

The series launched in autumn 2020 and ran until summer 
2021. It was designed to further strengthen the connections 
between IALS and the wider humanities community. 

Professor Jill Marshall, one of the 
contributors from Royal Holloway 
University of London, explains: 

“The legal aspects of Covid-19 are varied, dramatic and 
often draconian. Some of us never dreamt we would 
see such rules in this country. Many were forced into 
physical confinement and isolation. Now UK politicians 
face resignation because of breaches of their own rules. 
These ‘Law and humanities in a pandemic’ workshops 
were timely, extremely lively and insightful. It was 
great to be able to participate in them and to hear 
some of the exciting work coming from the legal 
academic community through this pandemic.”

Workshops

Each workshop featured a number of speakers, and audience 
members from around the world actively participated in the 
remote discussion. The series sought to make sense of the 
wide-ranging relationship between law and the pandemic 
through the insights of the humanities, broadly understood 
as the set of cultural influences which are shaping the use 
of law and the responses to it. The response to the call for 
papers for the series was overwhelming, and it featured 
academics and policymakers from around the world.  

Covid-19 has had a vast array of legal implications which have 
dramatically altered daily life. While liberal, universal rights 
such as liberty and privacy are being radically curtailed in the 
name of public health, legal responses impact upon different 
sectors of the population in extremely unequal ways. 

The impact can depend upon factors such as race, gender, 
disability, vulnerability and social class. Legal interventions are 
consistently justified based on science, which is assumed to be 
unequivocal and beyond debate. At the same time, resistance 
to legal action is also apparent, as rumours and conspiracy 
theories – like the virus itself – multiply around the globe. 
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As public policy measures are introduced, systems of legal 
regulation and compliance (which were often themselves 
justified on the basis of public protection) are modified or 
suspended in the name of necessity, with no indication as to 
when or how they will be restored. Moreover, the relationship 
between law and discretion has been reshaped, and this in turn 
has impacted upon individuals and communities. These issues 
and more formed the basis of a diverse set of presentations.  

Featured academics

The workshops featured academics from institutions in 
the UK, Indonesia, Brazil, Australia, Hong Kong, Canada, 
Italy and Qatar. Their contributions were also broad in 
terms of their interdisciplinary content, drawing upon – for 
example – history, feminist theory, cultural studies, literary 
theory, visual culture, political theory and film studies. 

Topics

The topics included masking during the Spanish flu pandemic; 
legal restrictions on the Isle of Man; the pandemic and ships; 
pandemic literature; conspiracy theories; Marxist interpretations 
of the pandemic; women and violence; and the way in which 
the national imaginary informed responses to the virus.

Published research  

A range of outputs from the workshops, featuring original 
research, are now in process, and will be published by 
University of London Press. This includes two special sections 
of the IALS open access journal, Amicus Curiae, as well as 
an edited book, Law, Humanities and the COVID Crisis. 

Image above: Spanish flu Australian workers, 1919

The series sought to ‘make sense’ of the wide-ranging relationship between law and

the pandemic through the insights of the humanities, broadly understood as the set 

of cultural influences which are shaping the use of law and the responses to it. 
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The four libraries of the School of 
Advanced Study (at the Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies, the Institute of 
Classical Studies, the Institute of 
Historical Research and the Warburg 
Institute) provide specialist research 
resources and support to researchers 
across the UK and beyond. 
In the days before Covid-19 this meant visitors coming from 
all over the world to use the services, with some remote 
engagement online. When the first lockdown took place in 
March 2020 the buildings that housed the libraries were closed 
and access to the physical collections became impossible, 
but the libraries continued to provide remote research 
support and training, and access to digital resources wherever 
licences permitted, expanding their remote offerings rapidly 
and significantly and signposting open access resources.

Loan services

As staff were able to regain physical access to the buildings 
in July 2020, they could increase the services they offered. 
A click-and-collect loan service was introduced, and postal 
loans were sent out all over the country. They offered 
scanning services to provide some access to the considerable 
proportion of the collections that has never existed in digital 
form. Remote support and online training sessions could be 
increased as staff regained access to the full range of resources.

In September 2020 most services were able to start reopening 
study spaces first putting in place new systems and Covid-safe 
measures such as socially distanced seating, desk booking 
systems, sanitising and book quarantining regimes. The study 
spaces were well used, and people were grateful to be back.

Virtual events

The intakes of students and new members at the start 
of the academic year were supported with virtual library 
inductions and remote registration, and virtual events 
and training sessions continued to be offered. 

One significant virtual event was History Day in November 
2020, co-organised by the Institute of Historical Research library 
and Senate House Library. Almost 80 organisations contributed 
to the event – 35 of these were based outside London. 

There were 867 online bookings, and the three main 
panel sessions were each attended by more than 
200 people, including research and taught students, 
academic staff and independent researchers. The 
website received 2,022 visitors during the day.

Libraries under  
lockdown

4,182

Study space 
bookings
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Staying open

When further national lockdowns were introduced in 
November 2020 and January 2021, most of the SAS libraries 
remained open, offering access to essential research resources. 
Many other institutions in London and around the UK were 
closed during this period, and this served to emphasise 
the need for access to physical spaces and print resources, 
as researchers nationally turned to the SAS libraries for 
support. There were also many enquiries from people around 
London needing access to study spaces. All the libraries 
have received messages of thanks from researchers all over 
the country, notably from students who say they would 
have had to abandon their PhDs without this support.

Library collaboration

There was extensive collaboration between the four SAS 
libraries and Senate House Library, both at senior level, with 
regular meetings and aligned access policies where possible, 
and between front-line staff supporting each other in working 
under pandemic conditions and with other new challenges 
such as the impact of Brexit on importing books from Europe.

Looking forward

As we move into a new academic year, the SAS libraries are 
using the methods learnt during the lockdowns to continue 
to support researchers nationally, while also increasing 
physical access to the collections – a blend of physical and 
remote support that well serves our national audience.

81,786 5,076 1,613

Pages  
scanned

Click and collect 
and postal loans

Online training 
attendees
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Running a varied programme of events 
has always been a key part of the School 
of Advanced Study’s (SAS) mission of 
research promotion and public 
engagement within the humanities. 
With the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic and the introduction 
of lockdown and distancing measures, SAS had to adapt 
quickly to continue to produce the level and quality of events 
output for which it is known. Within a matter of weeks all eight 
of its institutes and the central research training and public 
engagement teams were producing virtual events. 

Informatics for online events

While the move was borne out of necessity it quickly became 
clear that there were significant benefits to this format. For one, 
the numbers of attendees at almost all events increased across 
the whole of the School’s offering. Seminars which previously 
attracted 20 or 30 people were now seeing attendance closer 
to 100. To highlight one example, ‘Want to do a post doc?’, run 
annually by the Institute of Historical Research’s postgraduate 
History Lab network, would normally take place in a room that 
could only accommodate 25 people. Without the limitations of 
a physical venue, the virtual event welcomed 120 participants. 

A closer look at the informatics for online events revealed 
a geographical reach far greater than those traditionally 
held in person. Pre-pandemic audiences had been largely 
UK-based for conferences and lectures, and London-
based for seminars, now all events were attracting 
a truly global audience. Attendees were able to join 
from various locations and across all time zones. 

Going global: advantages  
of virtual events
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Attendee location map

The attendee location map for the School’s Open for 
Discussion series showed that the sessions attracted 
participants from countries across six continents, something 
which would have been very unlikely when running a physical 
event. The series regularly achieved attendance figures of more 
than 100, with the highest attendance figure being 326 for 
the ‘Unlocking Collections’ event in March 2021. To put that 
into some context, the maximum capacity for the Beveridge 
Hall, the biggest room in Senate House, is just over 330. 

It should also be noted that this increased reach was achieved 
with almost no travel costs, with speakers presenting from 
their own homes or offices, and with a significantly reduced 
carbon footprint when compared to a physical event, for 
which speakers would have flown in from around the world. 

Who are we reaching?

As well as examining the extension of ‘where’ we are reaching 
we should also look at ‘who’ we are reaching with virtual 
events. Hosting an event in a virtual rather than physical 

environment opens SAS’s offering to several groups who 
would not have the chance to attend in Senate House. 

We have already addressed the new audience of international 
attendees and should also consider academic colleagues and 
interested members of the public who would find it difficult to 
attend an in person event. Examples include new parents who 
are unable to attend physically due to childcare responsibilities, 
people with limited mobility for whom the journey into central 
London would be difficult, and those who cannot afford to 
travel into central London for an event. 

Hybrid events

As we make the (very welcome) move back into Senate House 
and look forward to incorporating in-person events back into 
our offering, we must be sure to bear in mind the lessons 
learned from the pandemic and examine how to develop a 
blended or hybrid offering, retaining the benefits of virtual 
events while facilitating the networking and social opportunities 
offered by sharing a space with colleagues and collaborators.  

Open for Discussion 
2020–2021

  Attendee location





Open for 
Discussion
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Opening up with  
Change Makers

In the past year, the School of Advanced 
Study (SAS) has been working with 
the highly successful podcast series 
Change Makers to highlight the role 
of humanities approaches in solving 
contemporary challenges.
The humanities bring understanding of who and 
where we are, the history of how we arrived and the 
strengths and weaknesses of our systems of culture 
and belief. As we approach new societal challenges, we 
will need an understanding of the human dimensions 
of our most pressing issues: threats to democracy; the 
recovery from the pandemic (including the inequalities 
it has revealed); resilience; social justice; climate change; 
increasing reliance on artificial intelligence (AI); and the 
technologisation of traditional human processes.

The podcast series

The Change Makers podcast series, chaired by the 
entrepreneur and honorary professor at the University 
of London, Michael Hayman, features conversations with 
some of the world’s most interesting individuals, reflecting 
on ideas, humanity and life lessons for the modern age.

The collaboration between SAS and Change Makers presented 
a landmark series of interviews with key public figures on 
how the pandemic has changed them, and what challenges 
and benefits it will have for society in the future. The series 
complements SAS’s Open for Discussion events programme 
on the same theme (bit.ly/open-discussion-events).
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Guests

Gordon Brown, United Nations Special Envoy for Global 
Education and the UK’s former prime minister and chancellor 
of the exchequer, reflected on his campaign for global change 
captured in his book, Seven Ways to Change the World: How 
to Fix the Most Pressing Issues We Face. Mary Ann Sieghart 
(maryannsieghart.com), journalist, chief political leader writer 
and former editor of The Times, considered the gendered 
dimensions of the crisis, while Kenneth Cukier (cukier.com), 
New York Times bestselling author on technology and 
business (Framers: Human Advantage in an Age of Technology 
and Turmoil and Big Data), urged us not to write off humans 
in favour of resolving contemporary emergencies.

Without question, researchers and the public missed being in 
and around our cultural institutions during lockdown. In his 
interview, Roly Keating, chief executive of the British Library, 
took a moment to contemplate the future of libraries post-
pandemic and what we might do differently in the digital age.

In keeping with the series, intention to provide a platform 
for people with a passion to delve into what makes them 
tick and how this empowers them to bring their ideas 
to the world, the podcasts provide insights into how 
the pandemic affected the interviewees on a personal 
level. In that sense, they serve as an oral history of our 
time provided by today’s disruptors and visionaries.

As we approach new societal challenges, we 

will need an understanding of the human 

dimensions of our most pressing issues.

The series may be found at bit.ly/uol-change-makers 
or listen on Spotify.

http://maryannsieghart.com/
http://www.cukier.com/
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History & Policy  
returns home to IHR

In 2002, a group of historians, led by University of 
Cambridge scholars, Professor Simon Szreter and 
Dr Alastair Reid, together with Professor Pat Thane 
(King’s College London), used a conference at the 
Institute of Historical Research (IHR) to launch History 
& Policy (historyandpolicy.org), a network dedicated 
to demonstrating how historical research and 
expertise could enhance the policy-making process.

Over the following 20 years, History & Policy (H&P) has sought 
to do this in a variety of ways. It has provided seminars 
to several government departments – most notably the 
Treasury and the Home Office – giving officials insights into 
how their predecessors had dealt with the most pressing 
issues of the day. It has also developed an extremely active 
Trades Union and Employment Forum, with outstanding 
links to the labour movement. Above all, it has sought to 
harness the opportunities provided by the internet.

Historian’s policy papers

Recognising that historical research needed to be packaged 
in a form that would enhance its contemporary relevance, it 
invited historians to submit for publication on its website either 
policy papers (articles of around 4,000 words, concluding with a 
clear set of policy recommendations) or opinion pieces (shorter 

interventions of around 800 words on current policy debates). 
Hundreds of historians have responded to that call, producing 
more than 230 policy papers and 300 opinion pieces.

Initially hosted at the Institute of Historical Research, H&P 
was based at King’s College London for several years, 
before returning home to the IHR at the end of 2020. 
Under a new director, Professor Philip Murphy, it aims 
to play a central role in the policy-relevant work of the 
institute and the School of Advanced Study as a whole.

During its first year back at the IHR, its policy papers reflected 
how the pandemic and the National Health Service’s response 
have dominated the headlines, with topics including vaccine 
hesitancy among BAME communities (bit.ly/hp-vax-
hesitancy), mental health services and the origins of the NHS 
(bit.ly/hp-mental-nhs) and global Britain and the export of 
the NHS (bit.ly/hp-nhs-myths-real). Other pieces, however, 
have ranged far more widely in subject matter to include 
official corruption (bit.ly/hp-corruption), the notion of a 
post-Brexit high-wage economy (bit.ly/hp-golden-wage) 
and the protest movement in Belarus (bit.ly/hp-belarus). 
Continuing the themes of health and the pandemic, Dr 
Alex Mold (London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine) 
organised ‘The coronavirus years? Historical perspectives 
on Covid-19 and its aftermath’ (bit.ly/hp-covid-years), an 
online conference staged over two days on 11–12 May which 
brought together national and international specialists.
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https://www.historyandpolicy.org/
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/vaccine-hesitancy-and-bame-populations
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/vaccine-hesitancy-and-bame-populations
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/a-national-social-care-service-beyond-covid-19-lessons-from-the-history-of-mental-health-social-work-and-the-origins-of-the-nhs
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/nhs-myths-and-the-realities-of-global-britain
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/nhs-myths-and-the-realities-of-global-britain
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/old-corruption-revived-lessons-from-the-past
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/opinion-articles/articles/a-golden-high-wage-future
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/opinion-articles/articles/a-golden-high-wage-future
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/the-west-needs-to-appreciate-how-the-protest-movement-in-belarus-has-been-shaped-by-the-soviet-past
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/events/event-listing/the-coronavirus-years-historical-perspectives-on-covid-19-and-its-aftermath
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/events/event-listing/the-coronavirus-years-historical-perspectives-on-covid-19-and-its-aftermath
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Trades Union Forum

Meanwhile, H&P’s Trades Union Forum hosted ‘Recovering 
from the pandemic – a workshop on the future for 
employment and skills’ (bit.ly/hp-employ-skills) featuring 
contributions from distinguished panellists including Christina 
McAnea (general secretary, Unison), David Edgerton (professor 
of modern British history, King’s College London) and Toby 
Perkins (shadow minister for further education and skills). Like 
most of the online events staged in 2021, the workshop was 
recorded and made available on the project’s website. The 
theme of recovery was also taken up in an online launch event 
for After the Virus: Lessons from the Past for a Better Future (bit.ly/
after-virus-video), a new book by Professor Szreter and former 
government economist and senior policy maker, Hilary Cooper.

Policy-engagement seminars

As part of H&P’s on going engagement with Whitehall, Dr 
Duncan Needham (Cambridge) ran a series of five policy-
engagement seminars with the Treasury (bit.ly/hp-treasury-
seminars) marking a number of notable anniversaries, 
including the passing of the Parliament Act of 1911, the UK’s 

US thinktank community

To expand its international networks, History & Policy 
commissioned a special policy paper examining the use 
of historical expertise in the US thinktank community 
(bit.ly/hp-belarus). This formed the basis for an online 
discussion of history and transatlantic thinktanks (bit.ly/
hp-think-tank-history) in November 2021, which drew 
contributions from the late James G. McGann (director of 
the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program at the University 
of Pennsylvania, who sadly died shortly after the event took 
place), Gill Bennett (chief historian of the Foreign Office 
1995–2005), Dr Catherine Haddon (Institute for Government) 
and Calder Walton (assistant director of the Belfer Center’s 
Applied History Project at the Harvard Kennedy School).

In collaboration

History & Policy aims to become an integral part of the 
IHR and SAS, working with other centres and institutes. 

An early example of this was a highly successful collaboration 
with the IHR’s Centre for the History of People, Place 
and Community to host an event entitled ‘Levelling up: 
histories, cultures, challenges’ (bit.ly/ihr-level-up). 

Panellists included Melissa Benn (writer and campaigner), 
Andrew Haldane (chief economist, Bank of England), Professor 
Will Jennings (director, Centre for Towns) and Owain Lloyd 
James, head of places strategy, Historic England. History & 
Policy also partnered with the School’s Arts and Humanities 
Research Council-funded Windrush oral history project to host 
a round table discussion for Black History Month in October 
2021, where lawyers and historians came together to examine 
the legacies of the 1962 and 1971 immigration acts (bit.ly/
hp-leg-immigration). To read more, visit: historyandpolicy.org

departure from the Gold Standard in 1931 and decimalisation 
in 1971. Beyond Whitehall, Walter Citrine: Forgotten Statesman of 
the Trades Union Congress (bit.ly/hp-walter-citrine), the recent 
biography by Dr Jim Moher, a former national trade union 
official and now historian, was the focus for a special online 
seminar organised by the Trades Union Forum for the fringes 
of the 2021 Trades Union Congress (TUC) Annual Conference, 
‘A Champion of Dignity in Work: the TUC in the Citrine Era’ (bit.
ly/hp-tuc). This included contributions from Gail Cartmail (TUC 
president) and Paul Nowak (TUC deputy general secretary).

https://www.historyandpolicy.org/media/video
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/media/video
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/media/video
https://youtu.be/Wk-LNqKOg6g
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/seminars/seminar/hm-treasury-anniversaries-seminar-series-2021
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/seminars/seminar/hm-treasury-anniversaries-seminar-series-2021
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/the-west-needs-to-appreciate-how-the-protest-movement-in-belarus-has-been-shaped-by-the-soviet-past
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/the-west-needs-to-appreciate-how-the-protest-movement-in-belarus-has-been-shaped-by-the-soviet-past
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/events/event-listing/think-tanks-and-the-value-of-history-a-transatlantic-perspective
https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-archive/levelling-up
https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-archive/levelling-up
https://www.historyandpolicy.org/events/event-listing/the-legacies-of-the-1962-and-1971-immigration-acts-historians-and-lawyers-in-conversation
https://www.historyandpolicy.org
https://youtu.be/V1BrVP8-BjY
https://youtu.be/V1BrVP8-BjY
https://youtu.be/oDBhne0bEOw
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The future of our places: 
levelling up the local

From ‘levelling up’ to the future of our high streets 
and the value of our neighbourhood green spaces 
during the Covid-19 lockdowns, from government 
policy to our own everyday experience, ‘the local’ is 
currently at the heart of our political and cultural 
imagination and at the forefront of public debate.  

The Institute of Historical Research’s (IHR) Centre for the 
History of People, Place and Community has been involving 
communities across the UK in exploring and researching 
their places – and imagining their possible futures. 

Home to projects

Home to projects including the Victoria County History 
of England (VCH) – a project co-produced with local 
communities, which aims to write the history of every place 
in England from the earliest times to the present day – and 
the crowdsourced digital mapping project Layers of London, 
the centre’s work brings together diverse partners to think 
about place and the site-specific in innovative ways. 

As part of the project ‘Towns and the Cultural Economies 
of Recovery’, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, VCH knowledge and networks have been mobilised 
in new ways to examine the impact of the government’s 
Towns Fund policy. Working with partners including the 
University of Southampton (principal investigator Professor 
Nicky Marsh), Historic England, the Centre for Towns thinktank 
and many others, the project has examined how town 
investment plans have articulated the role of culture and 
heritage in the regeneration and development of their place.  

Case-study towns

In four case-study towns – Bournemouth, Darlington, 
Hereford and Southend-on-Sea – local VCH groups have 
shared their expertise and helped make connections across 
communities, alongside the project’s engagement with 
policymakers at all levels. In Southend, for example, VCH 
Essex historian Ken Crowe explained how its rapid expansion 
as a resort and early ‘commuter town’ in the 19th century 
underlies many of its challenges today. And in Hereford the 
research team discovered how an area historically outside 
the medieval city walls, previously a floodplain, continues to 
present problems for development near the railway station.  

Image: Darlington street art.

Image: Southend station art.
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Professor Catherine Clarke, centre director and  
co-investigator on the project, commented: 

“We’ve shown how the huge research assets and 
expertise associated with local history can pivot into a 
resource for envisioning and informing local futures.” 

Collaborating with local creatives

The project also collaborated with local creative practitioners 
to open ways for imagination to contribute to future vision and 
policymaking, from the voices of young people in an audio 
installation in Hereford’s shopping centre to a poem from 
Lisette Auton in Darlington, now on display in the train station 
there. Project events have included an online discussion on 
‘levelling up’, at which Andy Haldane, then chief economist of 
the Bank of England, spoke just before leaving to take up his 
role as head of the government’s Levelling Up Taskforce. More 
recently, Professor Clarke contributed to the ‘Levelling Up and 
London’ series, bringing together researchers and policymakers 
as part of the new London Research and Policy Partnership.  

Being Human festival

Through the School of Advanced Study’s Being Human festival 
of the humanities, the centre has also invited people across the 
UK and beyond to imagine the future of their places and what 
they hope they might be in 2050. An online workshop with 
artist Michelle Rumney saw participants make a ‘#futuremap’ 
of their place, while a second workshop with writer and maker 
Dr Elizabeth Dearnley enabled participants – inspired by 
the VCH – to write a ‘#futurehistory’ of their place in 2050. 

Image: FutureMap of Dumfries.

Image: FutureMap of Lancaster from Being Human workshop.
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Creative Kids

Another public engagement highlight was a collaboration 
in Boscombe with arts education charity Creative Kids, who 
work with disadvantaged families in this deprived area 
of Bournemouth. At their summer holiday club, children 
explored and rediscovered their local town, then collaborated 
to produce a giant map of Boscombe as they hoped to see 
it in 2050: green, sustainable, full of community amenities – 
and plenty of streets named for pop stars and footballers. 

VCH app

The brilliant new VCH app, A History of English Places (available 
via app stores for iOS and Android), is also engaging people 
with the heritage of their local environment. This has 
been especially valuable during the Covid-19 lockdowns: 
difficult and worrying times, but also a unique opportunity 
for people to explore their own places and discover their 
past. Sharing his story on social media, one user described 
how the historic map layer in the VCH app helped him 
discover the site of a disused Victorian mineshaft when 
out walking in Somerset – possibly avoiding calamity! 

Future place policy

The research of the centre, with its partners, has identified 
some pressing needs for future place policy, including the 
importance of attention to the hyper-local and micro-places – 
something expressed particularly richly in the crowdsourced 
neighbourhood content on Layers of London. And the centre’s 
projects have all underlined the crucial role the humanities 
have to play in place, policy and the localism agenda. 

The humanities offer methodologies for capturing and 
representing what’s distinctive about places and their 
heritage, for imagining their futures through storytelling, 
creativity and hope, and for developing strategies and 
practices for inclusion, participation and co-production. 

The humanities present tools for negotiating the 
affective, qualitative metrics of local pride and wellbeing 
– so central to the ‘levelling up’ agenda – as well as, 
crucially, richer vocabularies for describing our future 
places. The importance of the local is here to stay, and 
humanities research can help our places flourish. 

Another public engagement highlight was a collaboration in 

Boscombe with arts education charity Creative Kids, who work with

disadvantaged families in this deprived area of Bournemouth. 

Image above and right: Creative Kids creating their FutureMap. 
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Languages and Covid-19: international 
perspectives and community engagement

As part of the 2021 SAS-wide event series Open for 
Discussion, the Institute of Modern Languages 
Research (IMLR) joined forces with colleagues from 
the areas of international politics, public health 
research and third sector community organisations 
to discuss the international dimensions of the 
response to Covid-19, as well as multilingual 
community responses to the pandemic in the UK.

By the time these two IMLR-led roundtable events took 
place (April 2021), difficulties with isolationist approaches 
had become apparent and warnings against vaccine 
nationalism had been sounded – not least by the World 
Health Organization. Among multilingual communities 
in the UK, the public health response to Covid-19 was 
revealing and exacerbating pre-existing inequalities.

Vaccine roll-out

Of course, it was immediately obvious how essential a joined-
up international approach is to vaccine production and 
distribution. Within the UK, meanwhile, a greater focus on the 
diverse make-up of the population, and the distinct cultural 
and linguistic contexts in which many people live, would 
have significantly eased the roll-out of vaccines and reduced 
levels of vaccine hesitancy in communities around the UK.     

The transnational perspective matters well beyond the purely 
scientific context, however. The humanities – and languages 
and cultures research specifically – play a crucial part in the 
socialisation of narratives and ideas (including scientific ideas), 
in making sense of everyday experiences for diverse groups of 
people, and in placing moments of shock, crisis and trauma 
in a wider political, economic and (trans)cultural context. 

First session

On 22 and 27 April 2021, speakers with expertise in various 
regions of the world – Europe, Latin America, Africa, Asia, the 
Pacific – and experts working with multilingual communities 
in the UK came together to explore these ideas further.  

In the introduction to the first session, Professor Astrid 
Erll (University of Frankfurt) explored the range of new 
practices that communities in different parts of the world 
have adopted. Professor Charles Forsdick (University of 
Liverpool) then drew attention to the politicised nature of 
national responses to the pandemic. Seeking re-election 
in 2022, France’s President Macron, for instance, played 
down early mistakes in the pandemic response, with clear 
parallels in Germany and the UK. A second aspect that 
stood out in several speakers’ contributions was that of the 
relationship between governments and their people. 

Dr Steven Wilson (Queen’s University Belfast), Dr Nelson 
Mlambo (University of Namibia) and Dr Alejandro Arenas 
Pinto (a senior clinical scientist at UCL) pointed to a strong, 
decisive national response and the people’s trust in their 
government as important factors in handling the pandemic. 

However, the historian Dr Leon Rocha (University of Lincoln) 
came to a very different conclusion when recounting the first 
days of the pandemic in Hong Kong, as it was precisely the 
people’s longstanding distrust in government that led to a 
strong and effective community-level response to the initial 
moments of crisis. In Hong Kong, networks of mutual aid and 
communication among the people had been developed to a 
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high degree of efficiency and were able to spread messages 
regarding social distancing, mask wearing and other protective 
measures – and eventually move the government to follow suit.

Second discussion

In the second discussion, focused on multilingual community 
engagement, panellists who had been working directly 
with those communities most affected by the pandemic 
highlighted the urgent need to learn lessons about how 
best to communicate and develop trust within multilingual 
groups across the UK. As Professor Yaron Matras (University 
of Manchester) stressed, even while it was in the interests 
of the majority to ensure minority groups were well-
informed and protected in order not to spread the virus 
to others, central government was severely lacking a 
coherent response to translating key information. 

Among multilingual communities in the UK, the 

public health response to Covid-19 was revealing

and exacerbating pre-existing inequalities.

and all speakers highlighted the need to address the 
widespread invisibility of multilingual communities in the 
UK, a problem which results in them lacking support. 

Drawing on her work as a community engagement 
research fellow at the IMLR, Dr Soledad Montañez stressed 
that while the understandable emphasis during Covid-19 
had been on compliance, there was a need for long-term 
engagement and building trust with communities. 

Language, it was agreed by all, needs to be at the 
core of a health and wellbeing strategy when working 
with multilingual communities, because it is a point 
of identification and access to culture, society and 
knowledge that may differ from the mainstream.

Insights

These insights, and more that were debated during the 
two panels, have clear relevance to how we think about 
the pandemic. The international outlook and analysis from 
experts in the cultural and geographical specificities of other 
nations, in the underlying political systems and in multilingual 
communities provided an excellent example of how different 
areas of humanities scholarship can collaborate to generate 
insights that have a direct and potentially decisive bearing on 
our understanding of our past, present and future actions.  

Emma Whitby (Healthwatch Islington) underlined how 
local and national government has for many years relied 
on one-way communication with its ethnic minority 
and multilingual communities – and this became clear 
during the pandemic. Claudia Lopez-Prieto (St Gabriel’s 
College) spoke about the needs of young Latin Americans 
and their parents in the London Borough of Lambeth, 



50
 S

ch
oo

l o
f A

dv
an

ce
d 

St
ud

y 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

on
do

n 
 | 

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t a
nd

 R
ev

ie
w

 2
02

1

New partners in online debates on 
Commonwealth media freedom

Freedom of the media is a highly variable 
perception. On 18 November 2020, the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies (ICwS) hosted a genuinely 
global online conference surveying the state of 
media freedom across the Commonwealth. 

Under the Commonwealth Charter of 2013, member 
states have affirmed the importance of a free and 
responsible media, yet over a third of them were in 
the bottom half of the World Press Freedom Index 
2020, and all members face challenges in this area.

Issue of media freedom

The issue of media freedom is one of the key research priorities 
of the ICwS. The institute launched a major initiative in this 
area in 2017, led by Dr Sue Onslow and Dr Kiran Hassan, 
with a conference on The Commonwealth and Challenges 
to Media Freedom. It subsequently convened a working 
group on media and good governance which included 
representatives from a number of Commonwealth partner 
organisations. They include the Commonwealth Journalists 
Association, the Commonwealth Lawyers Association 
and the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative.

In March 2018, the working group agreed the Commonwealth 
principles on freedom of expression and the role of 
the media in good governance, proposing them for 
consideration by the Commonwealth Law Ministers in 2022.

Moving the course online

The move online has opened new opportunities for the 
ICwS to connect scholars and practitioners around the 
world, and the conference in November utilised these to 
the full. Over the course of 12 hours from 8am to 8pm GMT, 
it included five regionally-based panels allowing journalists 
and academic media specialists from different time zones 
across the Commonwealth to contribute to the discussion.

The day began with a panel on south-east Asia and the Pacific, 
moved on to south Asia, to Africa, Europe and Canada, and 
finally to a panel from the Caribbean. Each session included 
leading experts from their countries and regions, some 
having had direct experience of the suppression of journalistic 
freedom. UNESCO professor of journalism at the University 
of Queensland, Peter Grest, who spoke on the first panel of 
the day, had been arrested in Egypt in December 2013 when 
covering the events of the Arab Spring for Al Jazeera and was 
held by the authorities until his deportation in February 2015.

Common factors

One common factor across the various panels was a 
concern about the growth of Chinese influence, linked to an 
increasingly authoritarian approach to freedom of expression. 
David Robie, director of the University of Auckland’s Pacific 
Media Centre, noted that a number of countries had followed 
the Chinese lead in clamping down on Facebook. This posed 
a particular threat to many small-scale press outlets, which 
relied on an integrated media strategy. Concern was also 
expressed about the increasing tendency of governments 
to deploy anti-terrorism laws and other forms of national 
security legislation against legitimate journalists. 

Some of the problems faced by reporters, however, had little 
to do with foreign influence or the authoritarian tendencies 
of national governments. In much of the Commonwealth, 
the business model which sustained the press and paid for 
expensive but vital investigative reporting is breaking down. 
At the same time, the media itself needed to work hard 
to regain public confidence and bridge the gap between 
‘elite’ journalism and more popular forms of news media.

Disinformation and ‘fake news’, particularly via social media, 
posed a genuine threat to free and democratic societies. It 
also provided a method of covert intervention by foreign 
powers. Panellists from the Commonwealth recognised the 
pressures on governments to attempt to regulate social media. 
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Effective action in this area requires a delicate balance 
of rights and responsibilities. Cédric Alviani, the East Asia 
bureau chief of Reporters Without Borders, stressed that 
the answer to the problem of ‘fake news’ was not to 
suppress press freedom: the best means of countering this 
phenomenon was through effective and accurate reporting. 
Indeed, a free press has a much broader value to society. 

Rodney Sieh, the founder of Front Page Africa, who had 
himself been imprisoned in 2013–2014 by the Liberian 
authorities, argued that the fight for media freedom was 
crucial for the maintenance of democratic institutions across 
Africa and for the avoidance of civil strife and conflict.

Collaboration

The conference saw the ICwS working closely with several 
partner organisations, including the Commonwealth Journalists 
Association and the Commonwealth Foundation. It served to 
identify issues for further study and to build collaborations not 
just with these bodies but also with a wide range of institutions 
across the world from which the panellists were drawn. Above 
all, it pointed to the ability of the ICwS to use online technology 
to open new discussions by academics and practitioners. 
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Celebrating the  
Gutenberg Bibles

In the summer of 2021, Dr Elizabeth 
Savage, senior lecturer at the Institute 
of English Studies (IES), and Eric White, 
Princeton University Library’s curator of 
rare books, convened a London Rare 
Books School (LRBS) course in a new 
online format on a new topic about a 
very old book: ‘Gutenberg’s Bible: back 
to the evidence’. 
Today, Johannes Gutenberg’s famous ‘42-Line Bible’ of 
c.1455 is perhaps the most famous and researched of all 
European books, but centuries of solid scholarship have been 
undermined by national bias, myth and hype. This course 
aimed to take advantage of the new online format by allowing 
students to view afresh the material and archival evidence 
relating to its production, decoration and early reception. 

Workshops and tours

In addition to digital facsimiles of copies, students closely 
examined five copies of the Gutenberg Bible, as well as other 
material from Gutenberg’s workshop, in live, student-directed 
‘tours’ facilitated by Eric White and John McQuillen (associate 
curator of printed books and bindings, Morgan Library) with 
visualisers. This might be the largest number of copies of 
Gutenberg Bibles that have been brought together, even if 
digitally, since they left the Mainz workshop in the 1450s. 

Access to this extremely rare material is highly restricted, 
not least due to its pricelessness. As one participant said, 
calling this a once-in-a-lifetime chance overstates the odds. 

It’s an opportunity to closely examine these 
landmarks of European cultural heritage and book 
history that has been off-limits to all but perhaps a 
small number of experts for the past centuries.
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Late medieval German paper size tends to make pages so 
stiff that they crinkle as they are turned. It was a surprise 
to learn that the papers used in these five Gutenberg Bibles 
were so heavily sized that the curators’ microphones 
broadcast the loud, distinctive crinkle on Zoom. 

The curators also described the smells of the 
Gutenberg Bibles, as well as the textures they felt as 
they handled the volumes with clean, bare hands. 

Teachers

In line with many LRBS modules, teaching was provided 
by librarians as well as an academic, and participants came 
from a range of backgrounds. Many were already experts 
on the Gutenberg Bible; some had great curiosity. Others 
were academics or printers, and professionals in other 
fields. However, unlike in-person modules, they joined 
from thousands of miles away. Their feedback praised the 
interactivity, both in terms of class discussions and student-
guided tours of the Gutenberg Bibles, and the chance to see, and 
vicariously smell and feel, so much of what Gutenberg printed. 

The object sessions were supplemented by the chance to 
examine even rarer comparative material, including artefacts 
of print heritage such as some of the only known fragments 
of Donatus’s Ars minor of c.1452/3. Gutenberg likely printed 
that textbook shortly before (or as he was starting) the Bible. 
One highlight was hearing Eric White describe how he had 
recently identified a copy and brought it into the collection. 
Other highlights included books illustrated by the same 
illuminator or workshop or based on the same model book.

The tours of Gutenberg Bibles allowed participants to examine 
details that cannot be clearly seen in reproductions. They 
included details of printed letterforms, paper structures, 
provenance information and decoration that can be 
obscured with the ring lighting often used in heritage 
photography. The movement of the pages in ambient 
light made the gold illuminations gleam. Participants 
could see copies just as their producers intended.

An unexpected benefit is that students not only saw, 
but also heard, these five Gutenberg Bibles. The paper 
was made of linen. Before printing, it was sized, or 
treated, likely with a watered-down animal glue. 

Sizing stiffens the sheet, reduces expansion upon exposure 
to moisture and acts as a protective barrier between the 
fibres and other materials. It helps water-based paints and 
writing inks to sit on the surface rather than sink in, and 
for the paper to take an even film of oil-based printing ink. 





Features
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In 2018, UK Research and Innovation 
(UKRI) launched an ambitious Future 
Leaders Fellowship (FLF) scheme to 
recruit the next wave of world-class 
research and innovation leaders in 
academia and business. The leaders are 
required to pursue challenging projects, 
with up to seven years of funding, that 
would significantly add to, and in some 
cases re-shape, research and innovation  
in the UK. 
There have now been six rounds of the scheme, with 
more than 488 fellows drawn from all disciplines, including 
researchers from industry and other research organisations. 
These are highly capable, talented individuals, who are 
expected to play an important role in changing research 
culture, increasing inclusion and diversity and advancing 
the international standing of UK research and innovation.  

A lot is expected of these fellows, and they feel it. Many 
have only just moved from being early career researchers 
to running their own teams. So, in order to help fellows 
meet the challenges and fulfil UKRI and the government’s 
expectations of the scheme, a plan was formed to create a 
development network that could guide and support them 
through each career stage and equip them to contribute 
fully to the UK’s research and innovation environment.

Research development network

The School of Advanced Study (SAS) was part of a 
consortium of seven universities (Cambridge, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Leeds, Queen’s Belfast, SAS and UCL), led 
by Edinburgh Innovations, that secured the £3.1m 
contract in 2020 to establish a research development 
network for rounds one to three of the FLF scheme. 

Fellows receive leadership training and development, 
mentoring, and are offered networking opportunities 
with the network’s unrivalled range of partners. 

Shaping the future: SAS’s role in new  
UK leadership and innovation network



57
sas.ac.uk

Professor Barry Smith, director of the Institute of Philosophy 
(and previously Arts and Humanities Research Council 
leadership fellow for the science in culture theme), is the 
FLF Development Network’s lead on public engagement, 
drawing on expertise across the School to deliver training to 
the fellows in engaging the media, policymakers, industry 
and the public in their research. Professor Smith helped 
to organise the network’s 2020 ‘Research Encounter’, 
which included a talk by Professor Jeremy Farrar, director 
of the Wellcome Trust and former government scientific 
adviser, on the topic of ‘navigating uncertainty’.

In 2021, UKRI added more Future Leaders fellows and 
industry fellows in rounds four to six of the scheme. Professor 
Smith was asked to lead for the Development Network 
on ‘knowledge exchange’ and, together with colleague 
Samantha Aspinall, the head of interdisciplinary research 
development at the University of Leeds, has been exploring 
ways to help the Future Leaders fellows navigate the changing 
nature of the UK’s research and innovation landscape.

Working with external partners

Universities are encouraged to work with external 
partners to generate economic and social benefit 
and develop cross-sector working and collaborations 
with research organisations outside academia. 

This can bring unexpected insights and help speed up 
innovation. The School’s role in the FLF Development 
Network working with other disciplines helps to build 
on and extend SAS’s unique research promotion and 
facilitation function for the humanities and beyond.  

These are highly capable, talented individuals, who are expected to play an

important role in changing research culture, increasing inclusion and diversity

and advancing the international standing of UK research and innovation.  
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Digital humanities have had an 
important role to play within the 
School of Advanced Study (SAS) for 
several years, but they have recently 
been given new prominence with 
the establishment of the Digital 
Humanities Research Hub (DHRH). 
Under the leadership of Professor Jane Winters, chair 
of digital humanities, the DHRH brings together 
academic and technical staff to foster new synergies and 
collaborations. This is in line with the School’s new strategy 
and the University of London strategy for 2020–2025, 
both of which lay emphasis on a leading role for SAS 
in promoting and fostering research in this field. 

The role of the hub is to give support for humanities 
scholarship in the UK and beyond, and to provide networking 
and facilitation for the discipline of digital humanities itself. 
It runs a lively and expanding events programme, together 
with a number of research training opportunities. 

What is digital humanities?

Digital humanities is a fundamentally interdisciplinary subject 
area that brings a range of computational, quantitative and 
other innovative and collaborative methods to the study of 
texts, images, histories, languages and cultures, while also 
being critical about methodology, disciplinarity and pedagogy. 
The DHRH’s multi-disciplinary core team includes academics 
with strong connections to subject areas including Classics, 
English, history and modern languages, and some are jointly 
affiliated with the Institutes of Classical Studies, English Studies, 
Historical Research and Modern Languages Research.  

It supports and collaborates with projects and initiatives, 
offers training and teaching in digital methods, approaches 
and tools, and members carry out their own interdisciplinary 
research and supervision. The strategy for digital humanities 

research, promotion and facilitation also includes the hosting 
of visiting fellowships and innovation in postgraduate 
training and teaching through short courses and workshops; 
developing research bids; and the organisation of 
internationally focused events. While the hub has a role in 
promoting and facilitating digital humanities activity that 
occurs across SAS, its libraries and within Senate House 
Library, its wider strategy aligns with the School’s mission 
for research promotion and facilitation across the nation.  

The hub that spins the  
digital humanities wheel

Staff and students

DHRH staff work at the forefront of text encoding projects. 
This includes not only digital scholarly editing but also 
linked open data and library resource management. 
Complementary to this is their focus on text analysis, as 
they provide training in text mining and corpus analysis 
as well as distant and computational reading methods.  

Staff and students work on born-digital research materials, 
with a particular focus on web archives and internet and 
social media research. This spans a range of approaches 
including digital discourse analysis, digital ethnography, 
internet histories and computational methods. They are 
concerned with the analysis of digital cultural heritage, 
either created digitally or converted into digital form, and 
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with exploring how it may be preserved and sustained. 
They have a strong focus on supporting and developing 
approaches and tools for multilingual digital research, with 
expertise in relation to both ancient and modern languages.  

The team has an interest in pedagogical research, with a 
particular focus on how digital technologies can enhance 
learning in the digital humanities at postgraduate levels and 
above. They also believe in providing training in fundamental 
digital literacy and the essentials of programming. In addition, 
they engage with a School-wide interest in 3D methodologies 
including imaging, scanning, modelling and printing. 

‘Discovery’ project

In September 2021, the DHRH gained its first major award 
for ‘Congruence Engine’, one of five ‘Discovery’ projects 
funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council as 
part of the ‘Towards a National Collection’ programme. 

Building on work carried out for the ‘Towards a National 
Collection’ foundation initiative, ‘Heritage Connector’, 
Professor Winters will be a co-investigator on the project, 
which is led by the Science Museum Group, with multiple 
university and cultural heritage partners. The project, 
which began in November 2021, will explore the use 
of artificial intelligence to make historical and museum 
collections more accessible to researchers and the public.  

This project will run alongside CLEOPATRA (Cross-lingual 
Event-centric Open Analytics Research Academy) and 
WARCnet (Web ARChive studies network researching web 
domains and events). CLEOPATRA is a Marie Skłodowska-
Curie Innovative Training Network which started on 1 January 
2019, and which offers a unique interdisciplinary and cross-
sectoral research and training programme. It explores how 
we can begin to analyse and understand how the major 
events that influence and shape our lives and societies play 
out online. WARCnet, funded by the Independent Research 
Fund Denmark | Humanities, has principal investigators 
based at Aarhus, Luxembourg, and within DHRH. 

Welcomes

The hub welcomes approaches from colleagues and 
potential collaborators with an interest in training, 
advice, consultancy, collaboration or submitting 
joint funding applications in the future. 

For more on the Digital Humanities Research 
Hub, visit: sas.ac.uk/digital-humanities  
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The interdisciplinary library was moved 
to London to escape the Nazis – now, it 
needs refreshing.
The Warburg Institute can seem magnificently displaced 
in London, a remnant of fin-de-siècle central Europe in a 
21st-century world capital. A centre for interdisciplinary 
study across everything from art and science to religion 
and psychology, it was founded in Hamburg at the end 
of the 19th century by art historian Aby Warburg, then 
uprooted to London when the Nazis came to power.

Despite its origins in another century, the Warburg also 
manages to be magically contemporary, revered as a proto-
internet of ideas, the forerunner of a culture based on images 
and connections. Warburg’s great innovation was to assemble 
and display images from art, mythology, astrology and 
anthropology to create what he called a ‘Denkinstrument’, 
a thinking-tool. Images of Renaissance art were displayed 
beside newspaper ads and articles, ‘a mapping of cultural 
memory’, Warburg director Professor Bill Sherman calls it, 
‘which has itself become part of our collective memory.’

Now its slightly stuffy, institutional Bloomsbury home 
is about to get a nudge into the current century, thanks 
to architects Haworth Tompkins, with a thoughtful 
series of interventions attempting to introduce 
features originally imagined by Warburg himself.

History of the refugee library

When this refugee library was brought to London in 1933, 
it formed part of the plan Charles Holden was drawing 
up for the University of London. Holden had been a fine 
architect, weaving a path between classical, Georgian, art 
deco and modernist. Director Gertrud Bing lobbied for 
a modernist home for a very modern institution, but it 
ended up with a design mix, an English municipal-town-
hall extension in neo-Georgian. Designed in the 1930s but 
completed in the late 1950s, it was always an anachronism. 
Yet there is something in the building’s quiet quality, the 
terrazzo and oak, its endless card indices and steel filing 
cabinets, which gives it an almost Borgesian mystery.

Professor Sherman says:

“The question is, how can we recover some of the 
things that were present in the original buildings [in 
Hamburg] but which were lost in translation? The 
words I use are discovery, display and debate, the 
elements Warburg wanted in his Hamburg building.”

Warburg’s original library was elliptical, a form which 
represented a more complex universe than the humanist 
circle. The ellipse didn’t survive the move to London 
but the architects are introducing its ghost, which will 
be inscribed in the ceiling of a new lecture theatre, 

Warburg renovation to bring enigmatic 
establishment into 21st century
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To learn more about the Warburg Renaissance 
visit: warburg.sas.ac.uk/warburg-renaissance

almost doubled in capacity, sitting above a new reading 
room where a courtyard is now. As part of the Warburg 
Renaissance project, there will also be improved teaching 
spaces and a public exhibition space. Sherman describes 
it as ‘using the past to point a way to the future’.

The project

The aim of the £14.5m project is to open up the institution, 
to make it more public and accessible and to create spaces 
with more conviviality. The exhibition space will be visible 
from Gordon Square. Architect Graham Haworth explains:

“We asked whether we could make the building 
a bit more permeable to the casual visitor. 
We’re looking at it as desilting the existing 
building, making it more porous and open.”

He compares the work to his firm’s London Library 
renovation, another dense institution which had accreted 
layers over the years to make it more of a warren. It’s a 
useful comparison: Haworth Tompkins’ refurbishment 
in St James’s Square represented a radical reworking of 
a historical space without losing any of the character. 

That approach is exactly what will be needed in Woburn 
Square, a careful series of interventions to enable the 
Warburg Institute to fulfil the curiously prophetic methods 
which Aby introduced. If his system of visual adjacencies 
and eccentrically-linked and archaic or occult fragments 
of knowledge has been compared to the workings of a 
proto-internet, then the institute should surely reciprocate 
with an ability to accommodate those new technologies.

‘The Warburg has a certain cultish reputation,’ Professor 
Sherman says. ‘I have a higher tolerance for that; after all, it is 
rooted in the history of magic. In a way, that tradition of the 
eccentric and the occult seems quite British. There is a mix of 
the brutally rational and the completely whimsical. For me, it 
should always be an in-between place, never quite settling.’  

Professor Sherman is right: the understanding of Warburg 
and his institute is of a collection and a method in exile. 
It attracted the great art historians, from Ernst Gombrich 
to Edgar Wind, establishing London as the centre of what 
had hitherto been a continental discipline. Haworth 
Tompkins is trying to make it lighter, more nimble and 
accessible, but without sacrificing that eccentricity. 

Warburg created a unique taxonomy for his books 
based on four words: image, word, orientation, action 
– cutting across subjects. The new design allows 
that order to be re-established, one word for each 
floor of the library, as Warburg himself planned.

Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung

A £3m gift from the Hermann Reemtsma Stiftung, the family 
who were Warburg’s Hamburg neighbours, has helped 
the development along, though there is more fundraising 
for ongoing operations. Images, words and orientation 
are fine – we need to wait for action. But this looks a 
promising plan for an enduringly enigmatic institution. 

Images: Hermann-Hinrich Reemtsma with members of the 
Reemtsma family and representatives from the foundation 
during their visit to the Warburg Institute in summer 2019.

This article first appeared in the Financial Times on 18 August 
2021 and has been reprinted with kind permission of the author, 
Edwin Heathcote, the FT ’s architecture and design critic. 
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The walking tour ‘On the Trail of 
Refugees’, launched in 2020 for the 
Being Human festival, retraces the 
footsteps of 1930s refugees from Nazi 
Europe around Bloomsbury.
The walk brings to life work carried out by the Research 
Centre for German & Austrian Exile Studies at the Institute 
of Modern Languages Research (IMLR) on the activities 
of political refugees in Bloomsbury and features extracts 
from the German exile archives at Senate House Library. 

Recent cataloguing of these archives, funded by the Martin 
Miller and Hannah Norbert-Miller Trust, has brought to light 
the many references to the district in the refugees’ records, 
particularly in a series of oral history interviews with former 
refugees conducted by the Exile Centre in the 1990s. 

Voluntary organisations

Bloomsbury was the location of most of the voluntary 
organisations set up between 1933 and 1939 to support 
the refugees, from the Academic Assistance Council to 
the Jewish Refugees Committee at Woburn House, the 
Germany Emergency Committee at Friends House and 
the wartime central office, Bloomsbury House, which 
brought them together. One welfare officer recalled: 

“No one who visited the offices of the main refugee 
committees at that time will ever forget the daily 
scene. Before one had turned the corner of the 
street the waiting throng of refugees standing 
close-packed on the pavements and in the roadways 
was enough to arouse whatever anti-Semitism – 
or anti-fascism – was latent in the onlooker.” 

Bloomsbury – how refugees made  
it their haven from Hitler
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These daily visitors added to the numbers who came 
to Bloomsbury for work and accommodation. Refugee 
students, academics and cultural figures were attracted by 
the University, the British Museum Library and Bloomsbury’s 
bohemian reputation. Others were drawn to the cheap 
boarding houses and rental flats of Bloomsbury’s winding 
back streets, where they lived in poverty and isolation, 
trying to adapt to the alien and often unwelcoming 
environment in which they found themselves. 

Continued fight

Some particularly courageous figures also used the district 
as a base from which to continue their fight against Nazism, 
despite the atmosphere of fear and distrust which spread as 
Nazi spies and British informers infiltrated the community. 

Audio clips from the Exile Centre’s interviews were woven into 
the narrative to illustrate the archival material and tell these 
stories, where possible, in the refugees’ own words and using 
their own voices. The first rendition, an audio walk for a self-
guided tour, was launched for the School of Advanced Study’s 
Being Human festival in November 2020. At a time when it 
was difficult to meet with others or even leave the house, it 
enabled listeners to escape the mental confines of lockdown 
by following the trail in isolation, physically or virtually. 

Walking tours

The first in-person walking tours, held for Refugee Week 
in June 2021, coincided with the end of lockdown, and 
proved very popular with those wishing to participate 
in a shared experience in the safety of the outdoors. 

Participants responded to the walk with great enthusiasm, 
saying they were moved to see the familiarity of 
Bloomsbury through new eyes, and that it gave 
them  new perspective on histories that would not 
usually leave the bounds of books or documents. 

The archival images and audio records proved to 
be among the most powerful aspects of the walk, 
and many participants expressed a wish to visit 
and explore the collections in greater detail.  

In October 2021 the walk and a related talk by the  
Exile Centre’s Professor Charmian Brinson featured in 
the Bloomsbury Festival, which led to a collaboration 
with the award-winning writers’ group 26. The long-
forgotten voices of refugees recalling some of the 
most turbulent and difficult years of their lives inspired 
a short fictional piece by one of the group’s writers, 
whose own family had been refugees from Austria. 

The project therefore reached new audiences with 
little knowledge of these refugees’ histories, but also 
reconnected the archives with the communities who 
created them and whose experiences they document. 
This is an area in which the Research Centre for German 
& Austrian Exile Studies has a well-founded reputation.

The project therefore reached new audiences with little knowledge of 

these refugees’ histories, but also reconnected the archives with the 

communities who created them and whose experiences they document. 
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The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
(IALS), working with the University of 
London Development Office, is 
delighted to report the success of the 
campaign to continue the History of 
Arbitration project, thanks to the 
support of the international arbitral 
community. 

Veeder-Roebuck Conference Room

Generous alumni and members of the arbitral community have 
made donations totalling £182,000, allowing for the completion 
of the late Professor Derek Roebuck’s 20-year landmark study 
into the history of arbitration. Professor Roebuck, who was a 
senior associate research fellow at IALS, and Johnny Veeder 
QC, a long-standing supporter of his work and an influential 
figure in the field of arbitration, both passed away in 2020, 
and this work will be completed in their memory. In addition, 
IALS will rename its conference room in their memory.

The Veeder-Roebuck Conference Room will also feature 
a donor plaque to recognise the most significant 
contributions to this important piece of work.

The late Professor Roebuc’s association with IALS 
stretched back 50 years. His 20-year investigation into 
the history of arbitration was hosted at the institute. 

Completion of the project

Johnny Veeder QC was instrumental in fundraising 
for the completion of the volume dedicated to the 
18th century English Arbitration and Mediation in the 
Long Eighteenth Century, co-authored by Dr Francis 
Calvert Boorman and Dr Rhiannon Markless. 

The University of London development office embarked 
upon the highly successful fundraising campaign to continue 
the project with a volume dedicated to the 19th century. 

Dr Francis Boorman, who since 2013 had collaborated with 
Derek in researching and writing the last three books of the 
series, was appointed to complete this last volume, entitled 
Access to Justice: Arbitration and Mediation in 19th Century 
England. The project officially started on 19 April 2021 and 
is expected to take two and half years to complete.

The intellectual significance of the research is great, as 
explained by Dr Boorman: ‘Arbitration was a prop to leisure 
activities that were only in the early stages of establishing 
fixed rules and professional bodies to provide regulation, but 
on which large sums of money might be gambled. Its use in 
mediating the juxtaposition of traditional activities with an 
increasingly commercial, modern society also points us to the 
role arbitration played in greasing the wheels of the industrial 
revolution and the changes occurring in England’s economy. 

‘As a process it was adaptable enough to help usher in many 
contentious changes in society, including enclosure of the 
common land and the new configuration of labour relations 
that emerged in the early 19th century. Arbitration was also 
useful when disputes emerged about the quality and cost of 
new technologies, such as steam engines. Famed engineers like 

History of Arbitration project  
supported by donor community
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Richard Arkwright, James Watt and Thomas Telford all referred 
disputes to arbitration or acted as arbitrators themselves. 

‘It has been argued that arbitration is not a 20th-century 
capitalist, neoliberal project, which some have argued 
was a novel approach to circumventing state oversight. 
A broader view of 19th-century dispute resolution may 
identify some more complex and countervailing trends, 
in arbitrations involving labour relations, the poor, 
women or slavery, for instance, that may give others 
further fuel to re-examine current assumptions.’ 

Inform government policy

Beyond the academic impact, this initiative will be well-
placed to inform government policy, and to provide robust 
historical foundations to debates around arbitral practice. 

As Catharine MacMillan, professor of private law at King’s 
College London’s Dickson Poon School of Law, said: 

‘While it has long been recognised that arbitration 
was an important process in the 19th-century, there 
has been little detailed study of arbitration during 
this time period. The continuation of the History of 
Arbitration project will allow this study and, in so doing, 
provide an invaluable legal history of arbitration.’

Professor Derek Roebuck

Johnny Veeder QC

Thank you 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the project, 
allowing this final book to be written. It is expected that 
there will be a number of events at which this original, 
pathbreaking investigation is disseminated at IALS in 2022.

For more information on the History  
of Arbitration project, please email: 
development@london.ac.uk
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The Warburg Institute significantly 
expanded access to its expertise, 
training programmes and short courses 
over 2020–2021.  
By delivering its year-long language and palaeography 
training along with its short courses online, the institute was 
able to offer a broad range of teaching expertise by distance 
learning, thus widening access to its courses to students 
who would have been otherwise unable to attend classes.  

In addition to Late Medieval and Renaissance Latin and 
Classical Greek at three levels, the institute was able to offer 
Specialised Italian for Renaissance Research, Renaissance 
Italian (Advanced), Latin Palaeography and an advanced 
Classical Greek Texts reading class to external students. 

In total there were 250 individual registrations for 
all language classes across the year (previous year 
139), 26 per cent of which were international.  

Warburg also successfully hosted – for the first time – an 
entirely online version of ‘Resources and Techniques for the 
Study of Renaissance and Early Modern Culture’ – the annual 
summer training course for research students in collaboration 
with the Centre for the Study of the Renaissance, University 
of Warwick. Sixteen students attended the course, across five 
afternoon sessions on working with manuscripts, working with 
archives, the digital Renaissance, online networking, public 
engagement and getting published. Specialist sessions were 
also offered on secular iconography, medicine in manuscripts 
and an approach to using prints and drawings as research tools.   

Intensive week-long short courses

The institute continued to develop its expanding 
programme of intensive week-long short courses curated 
and taught by Warburg academics, offering students 
from all backgrounds an in-depth analysis of the latest 
conceptual thinking and scholarship in key areas of research, 
along with summaries of resources in print and online. 

Mapping Worlds

Medieval to Modern (12–16 April, with 95 registrations),  
this module, taught by Dr Alessandro Scafi, explored the 
iconographic character of maps as representations of 
imaginative and social as well as physical worlds in the 
period 1200 to 1700.

Renaissance Art and Material Culture 

In the summer term (28 June–2 July, with 58 registrations)
this module, taught by Dr Rembrandt Duits, provided 
an in-depth summary of recent art historical approaches 
to aesthetic perspectives across the social strata of 
Renaissance Europe, to answer the question of what 
constituted art in the early modern period, and for whom.  

Due to their delivery being online, 52 per cent of 
registrants on both courses were international 
students, thus enabling the institute to significantly 

Small but perfectly formed – Warburg 
Institute short courses 2020–2021 
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expand its reach in terms of providing training.  

Student feedback

Alongside the success of the courses, the student 
feedback demonstrates the extent to which they 
were facilitating research on humanities subjects: 

Renaissance Italian   
‘The class has exceeded my expectations as I 
had thought I would only learn the subject, but 
I have learned to think in broader terms.’  

Maps and Mapping  

‘A wonderful and illuminating course.’  

‘Another hit from the Warburg Institute. 
Highly scholarly and super fun.’  

‘I found answers to many of my problems, but also new questions.’  

Renaissance Art and Material Culture 

‘I am due to study a collection of Renaissance objects as part 
of my PhD and attending the course has given me the tools 
to engage with them in an enlightened and critical way.’  

‘A clear scholarly focus, but enjoyable on so many levels.’  

Classical Greek  

‘An amazing introduction to a fascinating 
and puzzling language.’  

‘Loved the whole course. Learned an enormous amount 
and covered a great deal of ground in a short space of 
time. It has been extremely helpful for my research.’  

Loved the whole course. Learned an enormous amount 

and covered a great deal of ground in a short space of 

time. It has been extremely helpful for my research. 
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Despite industry shifts to digital-first 
content, it has been an exceptional year 
of achievements for the University of 
London Press (the Press), as it continues 
to expand its publishing programme 
and team. 

Achievements

It celebrated an impressive 33 per cent increase in global 
sales this academic year and a milestone of more than half 
a million downloads of its open access titles, extending 
user reach to some 240 countries and territories. New 
readers came from Iran, Ethiopia and South Korea. 

In January 2021, it won a prestigious grant from Manifold 
(manifoldapp.org), an innovative new publishing platform, to 
begin the development of a catalogue of augmented books. 

In February 2021, it was awarded £33,000 in competitive 
funding from libraries across Europe as part of the 
Knowledge Unlatched crowd-funding initiative to support 
its open access content. Published concurrently with 
print editions, the Press’s books are now listed for free 
on several digital repositories, including JSTOR, DOAB, 
OAPEN, SAS-Space and the Humanities Digital Library.  

New members

The Press also expanded its team, welcoming four new 
members. Head of publishing is Paula Kennedy, who has 
more than 20 years of academic publishing experience, 
including several years at Palgrave Macmillan where she was 
global head of humanities, heading up its award-winning 
Literature and Theatre lists; books manager is Emma Gallon; 
journals manager is Megan Garry-Evans; publications officer 
is Faridha Karim. They will work to develop a strategy that will 
contribute to the long-term aims of the School of Advanced 
Study and the University of London, along with a range 
of new processes and workflows to support its work.

Paula Kennedy says she is very excited to be a part of the 
University of London Press and welcomes the opportunity 
to develop a new publishing strategy that will showcase the 
excellent research being done at the School of Advanced 
Study, its institutes, and beyond: we want to build on the Press’s 

existing strengths as an advocate for the humanities in 
our publishing programme, alongside the development 
of an effective and innovative open access strategy that 
opens our publications up to a truly global audience.

University of London Press  
rounds off exceptional year
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Online events

As lockdowns continued into early summer, online events 
and enhanced discoverability meant more people than 
ever could find and interact with the Press’s publications. 
It hosted several successful online launches with partner 
organisations such as the Blackburn Museum, the National 
University of Singapore and the Royal Historical Society. 

The launch of A British Book Collector by Dr Cynthia Johnston, 
history of the book lecturer at the Institute of English Studies, 
was particularly memorable. Attended by more than 100 
people from all over the world, including Italy and America, it 
featured live presentations from the special collections held 
in the Blackburn Museum’s archive – to the glee of many 
international book enthusiasts. The book’s initial print-run sold 
out and had to be reprinted following a flurry of demand. 

In March, more than 150 people tuned in to hear about Coal 
Country: The Meaning and Memory of Deindustrialization in 
Postwar Scotland, written by University of Glasgow history 
lecturer Dr Ewan Gibbs. Several were from working mining 
communities in West Lothian, Scotland, who ordinarily would 
have been excluded from city-centric book launches. The 
moving event featured rousing recollections from miners 
and their families, rounding off with a live Communist 
poetry reading. Coal Country is now one of the publications 
on the bookshelf of Labour MP John McDonnell.

Books published

Books published by the Press have been contextualising and 
framing important topics and conversations in the media. 
Following the death of Prince Philip in April 2021, Dr Edward 
Owens, author of The Family Firm: Monarchy, Mass Media and 
the British Public, 1932–53, took part in more than 30 interviews 
including with CNN, the BBC, Channel 4 and Channel 5. Most 
recently, he was on Netflix’s Vox Explained: Royalty discussing 
the book and his research into the royal family’s media strategy. 

Elsewhere, in the Financial Times, Sarah Goldsmith, author 
of Masculinity and Danger on the 18th-Century Grand Tour, 
commented on the parallels between the Grand Tour and the 
current trend for mobile-home living. Doug Specht, editor of 
Mapping Crisis: Participation, Datafication and Humanitarianism 
in the Age of Digital Mapping, discussed human-data mapping 
in the age of the Covid-19 crisis in The Conversation and the 
Open Knowledge forum, and Stephen Mason, Electronic 
Evidence and Electronic Signatures editor, spoke to InfoLaw 
on the fallibility of computers as reliable ‘witnesses’ in light of 
the Post Office IT scandal, which saw hundreds of Post Office 
operators wrongly convicted for false accounting and theft.

It celebrated an impressive 33 per cent increase in global sales this academic 

year and a milestone of more than half a million downloads of its open 

access titles, extending user reach to some 240 countries and territories. 

Reviews of the Press’s publications have featured in at 
least 76 academic journals, and in print and online media 
outlets including The Times, Guardian, Daily Telegraph, 
Independent, London Review of Books, DIVA, Morning Star, 
Oprah.com and even on the front page of Scotland’s 
Sunday National newspaper. And its authors have taken 
part in podcasts and discussed their research in a range of 
media outlets from the BBC to Netflix, The Conversation, 
The Drouth, Talking Humanities and History Matters. 

Three books were shortlisted for prestigious national book 
awards. Civilian Specialists at War: Britain’s Transport Experts and 
the First World War by Dr Christopher Philips was runner-up in 
the Templer Medal Book Prize; Masculinity and Danger on the 
18th-Century Grand Tour by Sarah Goldsmith was shortlisted 
for the Royal Historical Society’s 2021 Whitfield Book Prize; and 
Coal Country: The Meaning and Memory of Deindustrialization 
in Postwar Scotland by Ewan Gibbs, for Scottish History 
Book of the Year at Scotland’s National Book Awards 2021.
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Dr Genevieve Verdigel 
on becoming an art 
historian at the 
Warburg Institute.

In terms of the curatorial field, the breadth of museum holdings 
such as that at the British Museum means that I am constantly 
having to apply this knowledge to a variety of contexts. For 
instance, in a single day I could deal with artworks created in 
15th-century Italy, 17th-century Flanders and 20th-century 
England. Another factor that I find fascinating is the role of 
the curator in fostering the engagement of the wider public 
with art. This can be achieved through diverse means such as 
exhibitions, gallery talks and even the online database, but it 
is important to constantly think about how this information 
can be made accessible to a non-specialist audience.

Bringing attention to an 
oft-overlooked subject

Earlier this year, I was fortunate to receive the Wolfgang Ratjen 
Award for my thesis Bartolomeo & Benedetto Montagna and 
the Role of the Graphic Arts in Vicenza, c.1480–1520. Given that 
the award was initiated some 27 years ago and considers 
scholars working from across the world researching any 
topic related to works on paper, this was a great honour. 

As a condition of having won the award, I undertook a 
three-month research fellowship at the Zentralinstitut in 
Munich, which began in September 2021. Yet for me, the 
importance of this award is not simply in relation to my own 
research, but also to Venetian Renaissance drawings and 
prints more broadly. This topic has been overlooked because 
of historical biases towards drawing in Florence, and hence 
there remains much scholarship to be done on diverse 
topics and lesser-known artists working across the Veneto. 

The Ratjen Foundation’s decision to recognise the 
contribution that my thesis made to understanding artistic 
production through the prism of ‘disegno’ (design), in 
relation to an artistic workshop based in Vicenza, is therefore 
significant in drawing attention to the scope of the field. 

In turn, the fact that I have focused on the graphic oeuvre of 
another artist working in the Veneto, Lorenzo Lotto, during 

Breaking down barriers:  
my art history journey 

Career path

I am through and through an art historian with my 
roots firmly in London; throughout my childhood 
my mother would regularly take me to the 
National Gallery, and it all led from there! 

My career path is also tied to the University of London 
federation, as my BA and MA were completed at the Courtauld 
Institute of Art where I honed my lifelong interest in the Italian 
Renaissance. It was during my master’s that I started to focus on 
drawing and prints, and this specialism was consolidated in the 
following months as I was an editorial intern at Print Quarterly 
and subsequently the Bromberg Fellow at the British Museum. 

I was therefore very familiar with the Warburg Institute, and 
Bloomsbury in general, from day one of my PhD studies at the 
Warburg. I am currently the Getty Paper Project Fellow in the 
Department of Prints and Drawings at the British Museum, 
which is an 18-month position funded by the Getty’s initiative 
to support and train young curators of works on paper.

Making art accessible

One key factor that fascinates me about the study of 
art is the artists’ creative process. What the study of 
drawing provides is a direct insight into this process both 
through the preparatory studies that artists made, and 
the proximity to these objects that the nature of my work 
demands. I am privileged that I am constantly able to 
hold masterpieces in my hands to analyse factors such as 
the forms an artist delineated, the media that they chose, 
and the thoughts that they had as they were working.
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my time as a fellow at the Zentralinstitut has provided further 
opportunity to emphasise how much innovative research 
can be done on the graphic arts of Venice and the Veneto.

In May, I helped organise a two-day online conference at 
the Warburg Institute, Venetian Disegno: New Frontiers, 
which drew attention to the importance that disegno, 
in all its manifestations, played in artistic practices 
across the Veneto between c.1420 and 1620.

My co-organiser Thomas Dalla Costa and I realised that we 
knew of many colleagues who were working on comparable 
aspects of Venetian disegno and that scholarship on the 
topic had developed significantly over the last few years.

Thanks to the contributions of the Warburg staff, the 
presenters and respondents, the conference was a 
resounding success with an exceptional turnout. 

The papers presented and ensuing conversations made 
apparent both the novelty and breadth of scholarship on 
Venetian disegno and the interest in the topic. To these 
ends, we are now planning for a follow-up session at the 
Renaissance Society of America conference which will be 
held in Dublin in 2022 (Covid-19 allowing). In order to leave a 
more lasting legacy, we are planning to publish an anthology 
that develops directly from the conference and which we 
hope will become a point of reference for future research.

My links with the Warburg and 
beyond 

Completing my PhD at the Warburg has had an incredible 
impact on my career, with its recognition certainly bolstered 
by the international renown of the library and the legacy 
that both Aby Warburg and alumni of the Warburg have 
had on art historical scholarship. The multidisciplinary 
approach to research has shaped how I consider art within 
broader culture and has ensured that I keep an open-
minded approach to curatorial tasks and new projects. 

In addition, I have developed a great network of friends 
and colleagues through the many conversations that first 
took place (even if whispered) in the Warburg library.

I am optimistic that the Warburg Renaissance redevelopment 
plans will not only reinstate the institute’s reputation as 
the preeminent centre for the study of art history, but 
also position it at the forefront of innovation in visual 
culture. The plans promise to make the institute a vibrant 
centre within the busy London art scene, and I know that 
I will be a regular visitor for the duration of my career.

What are my ambitions for the future? As is probably evident 
from what I have done so far in my career, I enjoy pacing the 
boundary between the academic and curatorial disciplines as 
I do not see them as distinct. Research by curators on items 
held in their museum collections should be as rigorous as 
the scholarship done by academics, while those working in 
academia should place as much emphasis on close study of 
the artworks on which their scholarship focuses as do curators.

To those ends, and in addition to my work at the British 
Museum, my short-term concerns include various 
scholarly projects, such as editing the Venetian Disegno: 
New Frontiers volume and writing several articles 
focusing on Italian Renaissance prints and drawings, 
and pursuing a permanent curatorial position. 

Ultimately, I hope to be one of a growing group of 
scholars and curators who challenge the perceived 
parameters of the two career paths by breaking 
down the boundaries between the disciplines.

Dr Genevieve Verdigel gained her PhD in 2020, 
after studying at the Warburg Institute, part of the 
University of London’s School of Advanced Study.

Image: Department of Prints and Drawings, British Museum.
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Electronic Evidence and Electronic Signatures
Edited by Stephen Mason and Daniel Seng
Date August 2021
Institute Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
Hardback 978-1-911507-26-0 
PDF 978-1-911507-24-6 

‘There are more things in Electronic Evidence and Electronic Signatures than I had ever dreamt of, 
philosophically or otherwise. This is a valuable addition to the bookshelf; not just for practitioners, 
but for those interested in – or simply curious about – the topics covered’ 
– New Law Journal

An exhaustive treatment of electronic evidence and electronic signatures.  
This fifth edition continues to follow the tradition in English evidence textbooks 
by basing the text on the law of England and Wales, with appropriate 
citations of relevant case law and legislation from other jurisdictions.

Christian Felix Weiße the Translator: Cultural Transfer 

and Literary Entrepreneurship in the Enlightenment
Edited by Tom Zille
Date June 2021
Institute Institute of Modern Languages Research
Paperback 978-0-85457-273-1 
PDF 978-1-911507-24-6 

Christian Felix Weiße (1726–1804) is best known as a dramatist and influential children’s writer 
of the Enlightenment period. This is the first book to explore his singularly extensive output 
as a literary translator, investigating the conditions which allowed Weiße to become the 
most prolific German translator of English literature in the 18th century, a popular translator 
of French drama, and an influential editor and ‘entrepreneur’ of the translations of others. 

Selection of books produced by 
University of London Press 2020–2021
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New World Objects of Knowledge: A Cabinet of Curiosities
Edited by Mark Thurner and Juan Pimentel
Date April 2021
Institute Institute of Latin American Studies
Hardback 978-1-908857-82-8  
PDF 978-1-908857-83-5

‘A dazzling cornucopia of short object biographies.’  
– Neil Safier (Director of Brown University Library)

New World Objects of Knowledge delves into the hidden histories of 40 of Latin America’s 
most iconic artifacts, from the Inca mummy to Darwin’s hummingbirds, and is richly 
illustrated with photos and sketches from the archives and museums hosting these 
objects. Each artifact is accompanied by a comprehensive essay covering its dynamic, 
often global, history and itinerary. An intellectual and visual feast, this is an indispensable 
catalogue of New World objects and how they have helped shape our modern world.

Church and People in Interregnum Britain
Edited by Fiona Mary McCall
Date June 2021
Institute Institute of Historical Research
Hardback 978-1-912702-64-0 
PDF 978-1-912702-66-4  

This collection of essays assesses interregnum religious practice at ground level, based on 
a sophisticated understanding of the complex and unique pattern of record-keeping and 
survival from the period. We see the tensions produced by the emergence of religious 
plurality in a society still yearning for social conformity under a uniform practice of religion, 
the forces for inclusion and exclusion, of acceptance of or estrangement from godly religion.

Queer Between the Covers: Histories of Queer 

Publishing and Publishing Queer Voices
Edited by Leila Kassir and Richard Espley
Date May 2021
Institute Senate House Library
Paperback 978-1-913002-04-6
PDF 978-1-913002-05-3  

Queer Between the Covers presents a history of radical queer publishing and literature from 
1880 to the modern day. Chronicling the gay struggle for acceptance and liberation, this 
book demonstrates how the fight for representation was often waged secretly between 
the covers of books at a time when public spaces for queer identities were limited. The 
chapters provide an array of voices and histories – from the famous Derek Jarman and 
Oscar Wilde, to the lesser-known and underappreciated John Wieners and Valerie Taylor. 
It includes first-hand accounts of seminal moments in queer history, including the birth 
of Hazard Press and the Defend Gay’s the Word Bookshop campaign in the 1980s.
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Coal Country: The Meaning and Memory of Deindustrialization 

in Postwar Scotland
Edited by Ewan Gibbs
Date February 2021
Institute Institute of Historical Research
Hardback 978-1-912702-54-1  
PDF 978-1-912702-58-9 

Shortlisted for Scottish History Book of the Year 2021

‘Essential reading for anyone interested in mining history, deindustrialization and modern 
Scottish and British history!’ – Ben Curtis (Author, The South Wales Miners 1964–1985)

Drawing on the memories of former miners, their wives and families, Coal Country tells the 
mighty story of Scotland’s mining communities over the course of the 20th century. It paints 
a moving and comprehensive picture of life in the collieries as they relive the pints, pickets 
and global politics that impacted their industry, and came to shape the future of Scotland.

Revisiting the Falklands-Malvinas Question: 

Transnational and Interdisciplinary Perspectives
Edited by Guillermo Miro and Fernando Pedrosa
Date February 2021
Institute Institute of Latin American Studies
Paperback 978-1-908857-56-9  
PDF 978-1-908857-80-4   

This book probes the Falklands/Malvinas conflict’s tragic occurrence and the processing of 
its consequences in and beyond the sovereign states that suffered and suffer still from the 
exacerbating of nationalist identities in the resolution of their differences and the consequent 
challenges to be addressed. Drawing on perspectives that bring together contributors from 
markedly differing backgrounds, whether national or disciplinary, this collection reinforces the 
spirit of critical questioning that historical and sociological research must ever value and pursue.

A British Book Collector: Rare Books and Manuscripts in the 

R.E. Hart Collection, Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery
Edited by Cynthia Johnston
Date February 2021
Institute Institute of English Studies 
Paperback 978-0-9927257-9-2 

‘A British Book Collector is both an ode to a devoted bibliophile and a robust 
argument for the importance these primary treasures serve as beacons 
for understanding world cultures.’ – Fine Books and Collections

A British Book Collector celebrates one of the finest collections of manuscripts and rare 
books in the north-west of England. From the turn of the 20th century through the Second 
World War, Robert Edward Hart, a ropemaker of Blackburn, Lancashire, quietly amassed a 
phenomenal collection of medieval manuscripts and early printed books. In this volume, 
leading scholars from the fields of history of art and history of the book examine anew the 
internationally important manuscripts and rare printed books in Hart’s collection, and the 
practice of collecting itself in the context of the waning of the industrial revolution. 
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Mapping Crisis: Participation, Datafication and Humanitarianism 

in the Age of Digital Mapping
Edited by Doug Specht 
Date September 2020
Institute Institute of Commonwealth Studies
Paperback 978-1-912250-33-2   
PDF 978-1-912250-38-7

This book brings together critical perspectives on the role that mapping people, knowledges 
and data now plays in humanitarian work, both in cartographic terms and through data 
visualisations, and questions whether, as we map crises, it is the map itself that is in crisis.

Themes in Plato, Aristotle, and Hellenistic Philosophy: 

Keeling Lectures 2011–18
Edited by Fiona Leigh
Date January 2021
Institute Institute of Classical Studies
Hardback 978-1-905670-90-1   
PDF 978-1-905670-93-2   

Papers based on the annual Keeling Memorial Lecture in ancient philosophy given at 
University College London, over 2011–18 (and one from 2004, previously unpublished). 
It contains contributions to theoretical as well as practical ancient philosophy.

Masculinity and Danger on the Eighteenth-Century Grand Tour
Edited by Sarah Goldsmith
Date November 2020
Institute Institute of Historical Research
Hardback 978-1-912702-21-3  
PDF 978-1-912702-25-1

‘A provocative and fascinating book which asks fresh questions and offers ground-
breaking insights into the ever-intriguing Grand Tour.’– Reviews in History, 2020

Examining letters, diaries and other records left by Grand Tourists, tutors and their families, 
this book, which has been shortlisted for the Royal Historical Society’s Whitfield Book Prize, 
demonstrates how the Tour was used to educate elite young men in a wide variety of 
skills, virtues and masculine behaviours that extended well beyond polite society. Sarah 
Goldsmith argues that dangerous experiences, in particular, were far more central to the 
Tour as a means of constructing Britain’s next generation of leaders than has previously 
been acknowledged. Influenced by aristocratic concepts of honour and cultures of 
military leadership, elites viewed experiences of danger and hardship as powerfully 
transformative and therefore as central to the process of constructing masculinity.
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European Religious Cultures: Essays offered to Christopher Brooke 

on the occasion of his eightieth birthday
Edited by Miri Rubin
Date July 2020
Institute Institute of Historical Research
Paperback 978-1-912702-71-8  
PDF 978-1-912702-70-1  

European Religious Cultures offers a fascinating insight into a variety of practices 
in medieval religious life, including pilgrimage and the urban cult of saints, the 
monastic performance of liturgy and the choice to enter the priesthood, situating 
them within the life cycles and social relations of medieval Europeans.

Unite, Proletarian Brothers!: Radicalism and Revolution 

in the Spanish Second Republic
Edited by Matthew Kerry
Date September 2020
Institute Institute of Historical Research
Hardback 978-1-912702-49-7  
PDF 978-1-912702-53-4  

‘A nuanced, empathetic, and layered account of the radicalization of the 
Asturian coalfields that also serves as a model for re-visioning the history of 
“red cities.”’–Bulletin for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies

Weaving together a range of everyday disputes and arenas of conflict, from tenant 
activism to strikes, boycotts to political violence – Unite, Proletarian Brothers! reveals 
how local divisions and conflicts operating within the context of the Spanish Second 
Republic (1931–36) and interwar Europe explain the origins, development and 
consequences of the Asturian October. The book sheds new light on the long-debated 
process of ‘radicalisation’ during the Second Republic, as well as the wider questions of 
protest, revolutionary politics and social and political conflict in inter-war Europe.
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SAS by numbers  
2020–2021

Staff

Number of staff 252

Students

Postgraduate taught 94

Postgraduate research 126

Total 220

Digital resources and information platforms  

Number of digital resources and 
information platforms

191

Number of visits made to digital 
resources and information platforms

31,890,205

Number of page views 121,772,609

Number of unique users 14,959,400

Number of downloads 5,915,789

Research training

Number of research training events 173

Number of speakers and participants 8,895
Across the UK 7,317
Rest of world 1,578

Research training and digital platform page views 524,298

Libraries

Number of registered readers 11,063

Number of visits 36,368 

Number of volumes in stock no longer collected

Number of volumes acquired 6,569

Publications

Number of print and online publications 
produced by the School and its members 

360

Number of journals 9

Number of e-journal page views  438,899 

E-repository downloads 230,957

Events

Number of events 1,711

Number of speakers and participants 110,477
Across the UK  63,689 
Rest of world  46,788 

Number of podcast views and downloads 473,948

Fellows and visiting students

Number of visiting research fellows 100
average stay: 6 months 8

Number of visiting students 20
average stay: 6 months 7

Total number of research fellows and associates 908
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Financial summary 

£’000’s

Income

Other grants 1,139

R E grants 8,624

Tuition fees and educational contracts 1,973

Research grants and contracts 1,831

Property operating income 33

Subscriptions from colleges 1,222

Cost recoveries 317

Commercial income 356

Other income 328

Donations 322

Library commercial income 41

Other library income 59

Finance and endowment 474

Total 16,720

£’000’s

Other

University grants 3,686

Other internal income 81

Internal expenditure 6,454

Net internal 2,686

Net position (105)

£’000’s

Expenditure

Staff 10,325

Indirect staff costs 8

Third party staff costs 180

Professional fees 214

Estates expenditure 35

Estates expenditure – FM contract (0)

Other academic expenditure 1,710

Payments to colleges 37

Library expenditure 1,380

Information technology 123

Admin expenditure 120

Cost of sales 5

Finance expenditure 1

Restructuring 0

Total direct costs 14,139

EBITDA 2,581
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The editors would like to thank the following School 
staff and fellows who contributed to the Annual 
Report and Review 2021.
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Richard Somerville 
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